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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

September 10, 2024
In accordance with Sections 18-25 of Chapter 30A of the Massachusetts General Laws and Chapter 2 of
the Acts of 2023, notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Cannabis Control Commission. The meeting
will take place as noted below.

CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION

September 12, 2024
1:15PM

Remote via Microsoft Teams Live*

PUBLIC MEETING AGENDA

I.  Call to Order
II.  Commissioners’ Comments & Updates
I1l.  Minutes
IV.  Acting Executive Director and Commission Staff Report
V.  Staff Recommendations on Changes of Ownership
1. Greener Leaf, Inc.
2. KG Collective, LLC
3. Pioneer Valley Extracts, LLC
VI.  Staff Recommendations on Renewal Licenses
1. 202 Trading Company, Inc. d/b/a Bud Barn (#MRR206928)
. Artis, LLC (#DOR5182965)
. ATLANTIC FARMS, LLC (#MCR140748)
. Atlas Marketplace & Delivery, LLC d/b/a Plymouth Armor Group
(#MTR263114)
. Bud's Goods & Provisions Corp. (#MRR206830)
. Buudda Brothers LLC (#MRR206895)
. CATDOGG LLC (#MRR206837)
. CATDOGG LLC (#MPR244166)
9. Comm Ave Canna, Inc. (#MRR206921)
10. DDM Sales, Inc. (#MRR206856)
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.

Diem Lynn, LLC (#MRR206817)

ELEVATION RETAIL LLC (#MRR206922)
EOS-Bittersweet LLC (#MCR140702)
EOS-Bittersweet LLC (#MCR140710)

Erba C3 Dorchester LLC (#MRR206844)

Evergreen Industries LLC (#MCR140776)

EVG FARMS LLC (#MRR206832)

Flower Power Growers Inc. (#MPR244169)

Flower Power Growers, Inc. (#MCR140731)

G7 Lab LLC (#ILR267941)

Green Adventure LLC (#MRR206779)

Green River Cannabis Company Inc (#MRR206968)
Green Valley Analytics LLC (#ILR267939)

I.N.S.A., Inc. (#MRR206904)

Impressed LLC (#MPR244183)

JDM Sales, Inc. (#MRR206866)

Local Roots NE, Inc. (#MRR206967)

Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. (#MPR244146)
Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. (#MCR140707)
Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. (#MRR206911)

Morning Dew, LLC (#MBR169330)

NashMac LLC (#MRR206850)

New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MRR206957)
New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MRR206956)
New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MPR244213)
New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MCR140783)
Northeast Alternative Retail LLC fka Metro Harvest (#MRR206876)
Ocean Breeze Cultivators LLC (#MPR244197)

Ocean Breeze Cultivators LLC (#MCR140753)

Olde World Remedies, Inc. (#MRR206854)

ON ROOT, LLC (#DOR5182972)

ON ROOT, LLC (#MDR272578)

Primus LLC (#MRR206818)

Seven Leaf Sisters, Inc. (#MPR244193)

Seven Leaf Sisters, Inc. (#MRR206915)

Silver Therapeutics of Palmer, Inc. (#MRR206940)
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47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
S7.
58.

Stone's Throw Cannabis LLC D/B/A Firebrand Cannabis (#MRR206938)
Theory Wellness Inc (#MRR206931)

Tigertown LLC (#MRR206865)

ToroVerde (Massachusetts), Inc. (#MRR206840)
Turnbuckle Consulting Inc. (#MCR140743)
Turnbuckle Consulting Inc. (#MRR206906)
U4EA FARMS LLC (#MCR140737)

U4EA FARMS LLC (#MPR244181)

Witch City Gardens LLC (#MRR206958)

Zyp Run, Inc. (#MDR272574)

New England Treatment Access, LLC (#RMD125)
The Heirloom Collective, Inc (#\RMD825)

VIIl.  Staff Recommendations on Provisional Licenses
1. Green Speed Delivery, Inc. (#MPN282117), Product Manufacturer
VIII.  Staff Recommendations on Final Licenses
1. Elevation Retail, LLC (#MR284765), Retailer
2. The Corner Emporium, LLC (#MR281408), Retailer
3. Verdant Reparative, Inc. (#MP282085), Product Manufacturer
IX.  Staff Recommendations on Responsible Vendor Training
1. Marijuana Handlersw (#DCCN462290)

X.  Commission Discussion and Votes
1. Executive Director Search - Subcommittee Update Acting Executive Director

Debra Hilton-Creek

2. Tri-Annual Review of Executive Session Minutes Legal Department
3. Approval of Executive Session Minutes Legal Department
4. Provisional License Fee Timeline Extension Discussion Commissioner Nurys

Camargo

5. Advocacy Organization Outreach Regarding License Ownership and Control

Commissioner Kimberly Roy

6. Discussion to Schedule Independent Testing Labs Public Listening Session

Commissioner Kimberly Roy

XI.  New Business Not Anticipated at the Time of Posting
XIl.  Next Meeting Date

X1, Adjournment

*Closed captioning available



If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the ADA
Coordinator Debra Hilton-Creek in advance of the meeting. While the Commission will do its best
to accommodate you, certain accommodations may not be available if requested immediately

before the meeting.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION

May 9, 2024
10:00 AM

In-Person with Remote Access via Microsoft Teams Live*

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e Application Materials associated with:
o Staff Recommendations on Changes of Ownership
o Staff Recommendations on Renewal Licenses
o Staff Recommendations on Provisional Licenses
o Staff Recommendations on Final Licenses
o Staff Recommendations on Responsible Vendor Training Renewals
Meeting Packet
Communications Manager job description
Draft Model Ordinance or By-Law
Draft Guidance on Municipal Equity

In Attendance:
e Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Minutes:

1) Call to Order
e The Acting Chair (AC) recognized a quorum and called the meeting to order.
e The AC gave notice that the meeting is being recorded.
e The AC gave an overview of the agenda.

2) Commissioners’ Comments & Updates — 00:01:38
e Commissioner Roy noted the $6 billion adult-use sales milestone, the record sales day
on 4/20, and the $1.1 billion generated in tax revenue since Fiscal Year 2019. She
detailed how money from the Marijuana Regulation Fund had been spent and noted
her appearances at the State of Cannabis event, the two most recent Social Equity
Program (SEP) orientation events, and at a Taunton senior safety summit.
Commissioner Stebbins highlighted his appearances on media outlets in Western
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Massachusetts, at the SEP application orientation at Holyoke, on Focus Springfield,
and with West Springfield Mayor William C. Reichelt. He noted the failure in point-
of-sales programs during 4/20 and suggested inviting a point-of-sale provider to a
future public meeting. The AC noted her appearance at the Harvard Business
School’s inaugural Cannabis Business Conference. She discussed how Chapter 180
established the Commission’s mandate to oversee Host Community Agreements
(HCAs) and ensure their compliance with state law. She stated that non-compliant
HCAs were preventing many Licensees from being up for renewal. She encouraged
negotiating parties to make use of the Commission’s guidance documents and stated
that extensions could be granted.

3) Minutes for Approval —00:19:48

November 9, 2023
Commissioner Roy moved to approve the November 9, 2023, Commission public
meeting minutes.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the November 9, 2023, Commission public
meeting minutes.

November 16, 2023
Commissioner Roy moved to approve the November 16, 2023, Commission public
meeting minutes.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the November 16, 2023, Commission public
meeting minutes.

December 14, 2023
Commissioner Roy moved to approve the December 14, 2023, Commission public
meeting minutes.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took aroll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
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The Commission unanimously approved the December 14, 2023, Commission public
meeting minutes.

4) Acting Executive Director and Commission Staff Report — 00:21:07

Acting Executive Director Debra Hilton-Creek (AED Hilton-Creek) stated that the
Chief of Staff role had been filled by Andrew Carter. She updated the Commissioners
on the Office of the Comptroller of the Commonwealth’s recent review of the
Commission, which determined that the Commission’s internal controls were in
compliance with their internal control guide. She continued to discuss the Fiscal Year
2025 budget which was actively being advocated for. Director of Government Affairs
and Policy Matthew Giancola (Director Giancola) clarified the status of the budget
with the state house and stated that the final appropriation would be determined by
late June or early July. The AC suggested an outreach strategy for the conferees in
light of the burden of Chapter 180 implementation.

Director of Licensing Kyle Potvin (Director Potvin) provided a high-level update on
Chapter 180 deliverables and discussed how HCA reviews had been assigned among
staff. Addressing a question posed by Commissioner Roy in a previous meeting, he
stated that the regulations provided for waivers in the event that the one-to-one
requirement under the municipal equity mandate could not be met. Commissioner
Roy asked how equitable relief may help Licensees whose Host Communities refused
to enter into good-faith negotiations towards a compliant HCA. Acting Director of
Investigations Katherine Binkoski (Acting Director Binkoski) described the internal
processes that are triggered by the submission of a non-compliant HCA and Acting
Enforcement Counsel Timothy Goodin (Acting EC Goodin) noted that a compliant
HCA is a statutory requirement. Commissioner Roy and the AC discussed potential
remedies the Commission may use in emergency situations when negotiations falter.
Acting EC Goodin noted that the Commission may grant extensions for parties to
negotiate terms. General Counsel Kristina Gasson (GC Gasson) noted that further
deliberations on this topic may call for an additional meeting. Director Potvin stated
that the most common issue with non-compliant HCAs was inappropriate Community
Impact Fees. The AC requested a list of municipalities who were party to non-
compliant HCAs and Commission Roy asked Director Giancola to communicate to
the state house any issues with implementation of Chapter 180. Acting EC Goodin
discussed a motion made in the Public Meeting on August 11, 2022, to delegate to the
Executive Director (ED) the power to extend a License expiration date and provided
the citations which the motion relied on. GC Gasson cautioned that this topic had not
been noticed and that deliberations should be tabled for a future meeting.
Commissioner Roy requested that Commissioners be notified of any mutual
abrogation agreements. Director Potvin provided highlights from licensing data and
non-active Licenses by stage.

The AC stated that the Commissioners were taking a 10-minute recess until 12:12
PM.
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5) Staff Recommendations on Changes of Ownership —02:10:19
e Licensing Manager Anne DiMare presented on behalf of the licensing department the
Staff Recommendations for Changes of Ownership, Renewals, Provisionals, Final
Licenses, and Responsible Vendor Training Renewals.

1. Apical, Inc.
e Commissioner Roy requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to acquiring ownership and control of Apical, Inc.,
please provide the Commission with a signed attestation confirming that the
prior owner will no longer have access to the business, its finances, and will
not consult with new ownership on any Licensee related matters including
employment decisions in accordance with Commission regulations.

e Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Change of Ownership, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the Change of Ownership, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.

2. Ashlis Extracts, Inc.
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Change of Ownership.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the Change of Ownership.

3. Ashlis Farm, Inc.
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Change of Ownership.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the Change of Ownership.

4. Buudda Brothers 90 Sargeant Street, LLC.
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Change of Ownership.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
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e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the Change of Ownership.

6) Staff Recommendations on Renewals — 02:15:31
e Commissioner Roy made a motion to approve items numbered 1-5 on the agenda.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the renewal roster of items numbered 1-5 on
the agenda.

7) Staff Recommendations on Provisional Licenses — 02:16:30

1. Catamount Cannabis Company, LLC (#MRN285084), Retail
o Commissioner Roy requested a condition.
o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure, in accordance with 935 Code
Mass. Regs. 8 500.140(6)(g) please include the phone number for the
Massachusetts Substance Use Helpline on your consumer education.
o Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.
« Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional Licenses, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.

2. Chill & Bliss 11, LLC (#MRN285090), Retail
o Commissioner Roy requested a condition.
o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure, in accordance with 935 Code
Mass. Regs. 8 500.140(6)(g) please include the phone number for the
Massachusetts Substance Use Helpline on your consumer education.
o Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
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o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional Licenses, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.

3. Cloud 9 Cannabis, LLC (#MRN285037), Retail

Commissioner Roy requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure, in accordance with 935 Code
Mass. Regs § 500.140(6)(g) please include the phone number for the
Massachusetts Substance Use Helpline on your consumer education.

Commissioner Stebbins requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to Final Application for Licensure, consider review
and update diversity hiring goals in Diversity Plan based on statistics of host
community and region in accordance with 935 Code Mass. Regs. §
500.101(1)(c)8.k. and provide any updates to CCC Licensing Division.

Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
conditions requested by Commissioners Roy and Stebbins.

Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.

The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes

The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional Licenses, subject to the
conditions requested by Commissioners Roy and Stebbins.

4. Haze of Grafton, LLC (#MPN282215), Product Manufacturer

Commissioner Roy requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure please inform the Commission of
your “Additional Operational Plans for Product Manufacturers” as it relates to
Quality Control Samples in accordance with 935 Code Mass. Regs. 8
500.130(5)(k) and 935 Code Mass. Regs. § 500.130(9).

Commissioner Stebbins requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to Final Application for Licensure, contact CCC
Licensing Division and provide an update to identify strategy for including
Veterans, residents with disabilities, LGBTQ+ residents under Licensee’s
Diversity Plan Goal in accordance with 935 Code Mass. Regs. §
500.101(1)(c)8.k.

Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
conditions requested by Commissioners Roy and Stebbins.

Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.

The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
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e The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional License, subject to the
conditions requested by Commissioners Roy and Stebbins.

8) Staff Recommendations on Final Licenses — 02:24:46

1. 220 O’Neil, LLC (#MR284345), Retail

2. ARL Healthcare, Inc. (#MR284873), Retail

3. NashMac, LLC (#MR281304), Retail

4. ReLeaf Alternative Natick, Inc. (#MR284537), Retail
5. Smokey Leaf, LLC (#MR284276), Retail

e Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Final License roster from one to five as
indicated on the agenda.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the final License roster from one to five.
9) Staff Recommendations on Responsible Vendor Training Renewals — 02:25:43

1. Bright Buds Training (#RVR453146)

o Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Responsible Vendor Training
Renewal.

o Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the Responsible VVendor Training Renewal.

10) Enforcement Actions — 02:28:28

e Acting EC Goodin noted that each of the stipulated agreements presented to the
Commissioners were the result of agreements between the Commission and the
respective Licensees following an informal dispute resolution conference and that
each civil penalty would be deposited into the Marijuana Regulation Fund.

1. High Hawk Farm, LLC

o Associate Enforcement Counsel Jacob Nielson (AEC Nielson) stated that the Notice
of Fine for this matter had issued on September 11, 2023. He explained that there had
been three violations: Marijuana grown at the Licensee’s facility had tested positive
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for Bifenthrin above the Limit of Detection; the Licensee had failed to follow its
Quality Control and Facility Cleaning Standard Operating Procedures; and the
Licensee failed to utilize best practices to limit contamination of Marijuana at its
facility. He stated that the resolution included a $10,000 fine and affirmative relief in
the form of a 12-month probationary period of stricter testing and training parameters.
Commissioner Stebbins asked about the definition of “substantial noncompliance”
and AEC Nielson stated that the term was not defined in the regulations, but that
Investigations and Enforcement used it to mean a violation of the regulations where
suspension, revocation or other administrative action is contemplated or where there
was a pattern of such violations. AEC Nielson discussed how the Investigations and
Enforcement department had decided on these penalties.
Commissioner Stebbins moved to ratify the final order and stipulated agreement for
High Hawk Farm, LLC.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to ratify the final order and
stipulated agreement for High Hawk Farm, LLC.

2. Holistic Industries, Inc.

Associate Enforcement Counsel Philip Schreffler (AED Schreffler) stated that there
had been four violations: the Licensee had failed to process leaves and flowers free of
mold, rot, fungus, and pests; the Licensee had failed to implement a set of written
operating procedures related to quality control; the Licensee had conducted itself in a
way which implicated the welfare of the public; and the Licensee had failed to ensure
representative testing of Marijuana. He added that the Licensee had neither admitted
nor denied these facts. The stipulated resolution included a fine of $200,000 and
affirmative relief in the form of a six-month period after the ratification of the
agreement during which the Licensee must allow an Independent Testing Laboratory
(ITL) to perform all required microbial testing by PCR testing with a confirmatory
place assay test. The AC stated that complaints should be sent to
inspections@cccmass.com. AED Schreffler stated that the Licensee had remained
compliant for over two years since the issue had been discovered and read the
affirmative relief conditions into the record. He stated that the ITL would determine
what samples to submit for testing and discussed the purpose of the proposed testing
methodology. Acting Chief of Investigations and Enforcement Nomxolisi Khumalo
(Acting Chief Khumalo) described the timeline of events and clarified for
Commissioner Roy that the ITL was fully compliant and that the issue lied with the
testing method. The AC requested that the Commission discuss testing issues at a
future meeting. Acting Director Binkoski clarified that the issue at hand was mold in
the facility and worker safety, not contaminated product making it to market.
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o Commissioner Roy moved to ratify the final order and stipulated agreement for
Holistic Industries, Inc.
o Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to ratify the final order and
stipulated agreement for Holistic Industries, Inc.

3. Olde World Remedies, Inc.

« AEC Nielson stated that there had been four violations: the Licensee had failed to
track the distribution of Marijuana and Marijuana Products in Metrc; the Licensee had
failed to properly notify law enforcement and the Commission after discovering an
inventory discrepancy; the Licensee had failed to follow its own prevention of
diversion Standard Operating Procedure; and the Licensee had misled Commission
investigators and made a false entry in Metrc. He stated that the stipulated resolution
included a fine of $60,000.00 and affirmative relief in the form of a six-month
probationary period, increased inventory audits, and continued education for owners
and agents. Commissioner Stebbins asked what the appropriate steps the Licensee
should have taken and AEC Nielson responded that the Licensee should have
provided more context in Metrc. He stated a whistleblower had notified the
Commission and clarified that the issue at hand was not the error, but the conduct
following the error. Commissioner Stebbins asked that if other Licensees encounter
similar errors, they should reach out to the Commission for advice.

o Commissioner Stebbins moved to ratify the final order and stipulated agreement for
Olde World Remedies, Inc.

o Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.

e The AC took aroll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to ratify the final order and

stipulated agreement for Olde World Remedies, Inc.

o Commissioner Roy read two of the facts of record relating to Holistic Industries, Inc.
into the record.
e The Commissioners agreed to recess until 2:30 PM.

11) Commission Discussion and VVotes — 04:30:33
e AED Hilton-Creek experienced technical issues and could not be heard.
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to amend the agenda while the Commission rectifies
the technical issues and take up the island transportation discussion first.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
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The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

1. Island Transportation Discussion

The AC stated that this topic was not brought up for a vote, but to consider relevant
state and federal laws and determine next steps. AEC Nielson discussed outreach
efforts to the Drug Enforcement Administration, Massachusetts Steamship Authority,
Department of Justice and Coast Guard. He cited and summarized the relevant
Massachusetts Marijuana regulations which could cause compliance issues with
transportation to the islands. Acting EC Goodin discussed Investigations and
Enforcement’s concerns related to non-ground transportation and randomized routes.
AEC Nielson summarized that on the federal level transportation to the islands could
be in violation of the Controlled Substances Act and cited other federal statutes which
could be implicated. Acting Director Binkoski presented the data on the amount of
Marijuana and Marijuana Products currently available on Martha’s Vineyard.
Director Giancola discussed other jurisdictions facing similar issues. Acting Chief
Khumalo noted that her staff did not have familiarity with inspecting boats. GC
Gasson explained how vertical integration had been implemented to address the issue
of island transportation and discussed the process for adopting emergency regulation.
Acting EC Goodin explained that the waiver process could not be used to allow for
island transportation as it would be waiving federal laws. Commissioner Roy stated
that, absent a resolution, there were 234 Registered Qualifying Patients on the islands
without access to medical Cannabis. Commissioner Stebbins suggested prioritizing
changes of ownership and License applications on the islands. Commissioner Roy
recommended speaking to the authorities in Dukes County. The AC requested that
Director Giancola reach out to local authorities to schedule a meeting in Dukes
County.
Commissioner Roy moved to direct Commission staff to reach out and schedule a
hearing in Dukes County within the next 30 days.
The AC seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

2. Executive Director Search Update Type

AED Hilton-Creek updated the Commissioners on the Executive Director (ED)
search. She stated that the job had been posted and that the screening committee
would likely meet by May 15, 2024, to begin screening applications. She hoped to
make an offer in August or September with a start date in October. She explained that
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the job posting had gone up on the MassCareers website in addition to the
Commission’s and was being amplified by national and minority-focused job boards.
The AC emphasized that all interested candidates should go to the Commission’s
website and stated that there would be an update on the ED search at every public
meeting.

Commissioner Stebbins stated that GC Gasson had provided motion language for
prioritizing island Licensees.
Commissioner Stebbins moved to direct the Investigations and Enforcement
department under direction of the Chief of Investigations and Enforcement to
prioritize review of licensing applications during inspections and changes of
ownership from Dukes and Nantucket counties pursuantto G. L. 94 G § 4 (a) (30)
until otherwise directed by a vote of the Commission.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

3. Model Equity Ordinance

Director Giancola presented the redline version of the Draft Model Ordinance or By-
Law which incorporated feedback received during the public comment period. He
added that the Attorney General’s Office’s Municipal Law Unit had been given the
chance to review. He stated that the changes were related to formatting issues and
typographical errors and that no substantive changes were made.
Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Draft Model Ordinance or By-Law.
subject to minor ministerial changes and typo corrections.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

4. Guidance on Municipal Equity

Director Giancola updated Commissioners on the draft guidance document which
incorporated edits requested by Commissioners in the April meeting as well as public
comments made on the model ordinance during the public comment period.
Commissioner Roy asked about a provision regarding suitability which did not
exclude people who had been convicted of selling Marijuana to a minor and discussed
how to proceed and allow staff to make this edit.

11
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Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Guidance on Municipal Equity and
industry participation subject to commission staff amending Section 2 Paragraph 2 to
include the following language: conviction or continuance without a finding for any
distribution of any control substance to a minor, subject to minor ministerial changes
and typo corrections.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

5. Delivery License Type Policy Updates

Delivery to Municipalities That Have Banned Marijuana
GC Gasson provided an update on delivery to municipalities which had voted no on
Question 4. She described how the Commission’s statutory authority to regulate the
Cannabis industry was balanced by local controls which had been granted to
municipalities. GC Gasson stated there was statutory ambiguity as to delivery
operators’ geographical limitations and as to the distinction between the terms
delivery and transportation. She noted that the Commission’s regulations
distinguished the terms as delivery operators could deliver directly to consumers
while transporters could not. The AC asked whether it was in the Commission’s
power to allow delivery to no-towns. GC Gasson responded that the local control
provisions may prevent the Commission from doing so and if the regulations were
changed to allow for delivery to no-towns, it may be challenged. Commissioner
Stebbins proposed reaching out to each no-town and asking them individually if they
would reconsider delivery. Director Giancola stated that he could develop outreach to
the no-towns listed on the Commission’s tracker. Commissioner Roy stated that she
saw statutory changes as the most effective way of moving forward. The AC stated
that her impression was that this was a grey area. GC Gasson responded that she
thought the Commission would likely be challenged if it promulgated regulations
which allowed delivery to no-towns.

Commissioner Roy moved to table the accounts receivable policy introductory
discussion to the May 23, 2024, meeting.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

Delivery to Hotels

12
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e Commissioner Stebbins introduced the topic of delivery of Marijuana to hotels. He
noted that he had reached out to the Massachusetts Lodging Association (MLA) and
in a meeting with their board they had voiced concerns regarding liability for
potential medical issues, overall prohibition of smoking, and non-guests using hotels
as a delivery destination. The MLA had also confirmed that they do not currently
allow for delivery of alcohol to hotels. The AC noted the purpose of this topic was to
see if there were any additional updates which could be added to regulations currently
in the pipeline and stated there did not seem to be any. Commissioner Roy offered to
sponsor the topic of Third-Party Transporters. GC Gasson provided an update on
upcoming regulatory changes and the promulgation process.

6. Job Description: Communications Manager
e AED Hilton-Creek was experiencing technical issues and was unable to present this
topic. The AC read the job description out loud. Director of Communications
Maryalice Curley (Director Curley) stated that this was necessary to strengthen the
Communications team’s proactive outreach, increased stakeholder engagement, and
strategic planning. Commissioner Roy suggested adding PowerPoint to the
skills/knowledge section and if this would be an external or internal opportunity.
Director Curley directed the questions to AED Hilton-Creek, who was able to
indicate that it would be an internal opportunity.
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Communications Manager job
description.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took aroll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

12) New Business Not Anticipated at the Time of Posting 06:51:43
e The AC stated that there was no new business not anticipated at the time of posting.
e Commissioner Stebbins stated that by the June meeting, he hoped to have a
substantive update for a policy discussion on the lottery topic.
e Commissioner Roy stated that she wanted to discuss delegations at the June meeting.

13) Next Meeting Date — 06:53:39
e The AC noted the next meeting would be on May 23, 2024, where topics would
include reciprocity and hemp.

14) Adjournment — 06:54:44
e Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
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o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION

May 23, 2024
10:00 AM

Remote via Microsoft Teams Live*

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e Meeting Packet
e Guidance Document for the Executive Director Search Subcommittee
e Chief of Staff Andrew Carter’s May 22, 2024, email to Commissioners
e Special Policy Report: Accounts Receivable

In Attendance:
e Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Minutes:

1) Call to Order
e The Acting Chair (AC) recognized a quorum and called the meeting to order.
e The AC gave notice that the meeting is being recorded.
e The AC gave an overview of the agenda.

2) Commissioners’ Comments & Updates — 00:01:27
e Commissioner Roy thanked Congressman William Keating for reaching out to
discuss the Cannabis supply-chain issues facing Martha’s Vineyard.

3) Commission Discussion and Votes — 00:03:38

1. Executive Director Search Update
e Acting Executive Director Debra Hilton-Creek (AED Hilton-Creek) updated
Commissioners on the status of the search for a new Executive Director (ED). She
noted that the voting members of the search-committee would be voted on today and
they would be convening from May 24 to June 15. AED Hilton-Creek stated that the
proposed voting members would be herself, the AC, Commissioner Stebbins, Chief
Financial Accounting Officer Lisa Schlegel (CFAO Schlegel), and Director of
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Communications Maryalice Curley (Director Curley) and listed the non-voting
members. She summarized the timeline for interviews and stated that the final
interviews would be held during the Commission’s September Public Meeting.
Commissioner Roy requested access to all applications. General Counsel Kristina
Gasson (GC Gasson) clarified that the committee was technically a preliminary
screening committee and that applications could be shared with non-member
Commissioners provided there was no deliberation. She continued and discussed
Open Meeting Law considerations and noted that there would be a minimum of two
candidates presented to the Commission in a Public Meeting. Commissioner Stebbins
indicated his preference to interview all candidates in a single meeting to not give an
advantage to any candidates and AED Hilton-Creek responded that there would be a
proposal to the Commission regarding those logistics. Commissioner Roy asked for
confirmation that the posting had been picked up nationally and AED Hilton-Creek
stated she could provide this at the next public meeting.
Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the voting members of the ED search
committee, those members being the AC, Commissioner Stebbins, AED Hilton-
Creek, Director Curley, and CFAO Schlegel.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

Commissioner Stebbins moved for the AC to serve as Chair of the search committee.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

Commissioner Roy moved to allow Commissioners not on the ED search
subcommittee to review resumes and applications materials however not to deliberate
on any of the matters regarding the ED search.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

2. Administrative Extensions for Licenses Discussion
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Acting Chief of Investigations and Enforcement Nomxolisi Khumalo (Acting Chief
Khumalo) explained that the purpose of this topic was to give time for Licensees and
Host Communities to negotiate Host Community Agreements (HCAS) by expanding a
prior delegation to staff to extend License expirations. She explained that over 100
Licenses were due to expire in June and that, if approved, a bulletin would go out to
Licensees to notify them of the process for requesting extensions and explain how
their fees would be prorated. The AC asked if there was a limit to the number of
extensions that could be granted. Acting Chief Khumalo stated that the original
delegation had been silent as to the number of extensions, but the Commissioners
could choose to allow for an additional 240 days in addition to the 120 that are
currently allowed. Commissioner Roy requested data on compliant HCAs. Acting
Chief Khumalo stated that around 14 Determination Letters had been sent out, there
were 100 more HCAs for review in the queue, and she could have more data in the
next Public Meeting. The AC suggested an internal review of the Commission’s
power to strike non-compliant provisions from HCAs. Commissioner Roy
summarized the revenue collected by the Commission in Fiscal Years 2023 and 2024
and emphasized that the prorated fees were important for collecting all fees which
were due. Commissioner Roy read an email from Chief of Staff Andrew Carter (Chief
Carter) into the record and stated that she was confused as to its purpose. Chief Carter
clarified that the language contained in the email was intended as proposed motion
language for the Commissioners. Commissioner Stebbins requested data on which
Licensees had utilized the Model HCA or HCA Waiver. The AC asked if any
Licenses had expired and Acting Chief Khumalo responded that no Licenses had
expired yet. Commissioner Roy asked for Economic Empowerment Priority
Applicants and Social Equity Program participants to be highlighted in the requested
HCA data and that there be targeted outreach to those groups regarding extensions.
Commissioner Roy made a motion to seek a limited delegation of the Commission’s
authority, under G. L. c. 10, § 76 (j) and G. L. c. 94G, § 6 (a), to administratively
extend a license expiration date up to 120 calendar days at the discretion of the Chief
of Investigations and Enforcement or their delegee; after the first 120 calendar day
extension has been exhausted, the Chief of Investigations and Enforcement or their
delegee may approve additional extensions not to exceed 240 calendar days in total
for the exclusive purpose of allowing a licensee to submit a compliant Host
Community Agreement or Host Community Agreement waiver; during an
administrative extension, the licensee shall continue to comply with the
Commission’s requirements for licensure and shall be required to pay a prorated
license fee to cover the extension.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
Commissioners agreed to a 5-minute break until 11:40 AM.
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3. Topics for Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach (01:38:08)

Director of Government Affairs Matthew Giancola (Director Giancola) introduced
the topic of Hemp. He explained that Hemp is federally legal and how, recently,
cannabinoids have been extracted from Hemp for use in intoxicating products. He
explained that Hemp falls under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Massachusetts
Department of Agricultural Resources, but a 2020 legislative change allowed
Marijuana Establishments to utilize Hemp in the licensed Marijuana supply chain. He
noted the upcoming Joint Oversight hearing on Hemp regulation on June 11, 2024.
The AC asked Commissioner Roy to participate in the hearing on behalf of the
Commission. Commissioner Roy asked if that would preclude her from speaking in
an individual capacity as she was personally concerned about “gas station weed” and
did not want to be prevented from speaking on that topic. Director Giancola clarified
that the hearing would include the topic of intoxicating Hemp products and that
Commissioner Roy’s concerns would be appropriate to discuss. The AC suggested
developing talking points to express the Commission’s position. Commissioners
discussed what talking points they would like to be included and Director Giancola
stated that he would work with Commissioners to develop testimony. Commissioner
Roy asked if she could share constituent emails or ask Licensees to publicly comment
on the topic. The AC noted time constraints in light of the upcoming hearing
regarding island transportation. Director Giancola provided the email
commission@ccc.mass.com for constituent feedback on this topic with “Hemp” in
the subject line.
Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Commission to formally participate in the
Joint Oversight hearing on Hemp regulation and further authorize staff and
Commissioners to develop responsive information for the Joint Committee’s review.
This testimony will include an overview of the Commission’s guidance on Hemp, any
potential requested data, and feedback the agency has heard from stakeholder and
Licensees regarding Hemp products.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

4. Accounts Receivables Discussion

Commissioner Roy introduced the topic of delinquent payments in the regulated
Cannabis industry. She stated that this was 3.8-million-dollar issue and that delayed
payments jeopardized financial stability throughout the supply chain. She discussed
meetings with the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission where they discussed a
platform which allowed distributors to post delinquent payments. Commissioner
Stebbins discussed the options for Licensees seeking payment: to negotiate, to end
further sales, or to seek relief through litigation, noting that this was not legal advice.
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He suggested directing the Commission to seek advice from Licensees and showed
his proposed public comment questions. He clarified that this was intended solely to
gather information. The AC suggested an edit to request that Licensees propose their
regulatory change rather than just indicate if there should be one. Commissioner
Stebbins indicated that he would share the responses to the Commission and
presented his motion language. He stated that the timeline should be flexible in light
of competing priorities, but that the public comment period would be two weeks long.
Commissioner Roy suggested adding a deadline, but Commissioner Stebbins
reiterated that staff had many competing priorities, and he would work with them so
that posting does not languish.
Commissioner Stebbins moved that the Commission, through the Acting Executive
Director and staff, publish the proposed public comment questions with amended
language to its website, send the public comment questions directly to each
Commenced Operation Licensee electronically, and assemble any related comments
for Commission consideration.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
Commissioners agreed to a break until 12:45 PM.

5. CCC 2024 Key Priorities and Operational Changes (02:43:58)

The AC stated that the purpose of bringing this topic before the Commission was to
provide for flexibility within the Commission in light of unfilled leadership roles and
due to regulatory changes. She read her proposed motions to direct GC Gasson to
begin the promulgation of amendments to the microbusiness, delivery operator,
delivery courier and telehealth regulations and to delegate various responsibilities of
the AED to staff. Commissioner Stebbins stated that this was intended to give the
AED direction. Commissioner Roy voiced her concern that Third-party Transporter
regulatory changes were being left out of the direction to GC Gasson. The AC
responded that the issues listed were the ones which Commissioners had reached
agreement on. Commissioner Stebbins explained that regulations could be
promulgated at any time and it was important to move forward on the topics which
had already been agreed upon. Commissioner Roy requested clarification on why the
promulgation process on these topics was different than the process for promulgating
regulations pursuant to Chapter 180. GC Gasson stated that the purpose of the vote
was to push the legal department and the AC stated that those regulatory changes had
required far more Commissioner input. Commissioner Roy requested that any
proposed regulatory changes be given to Commissioners before Public Meetings and
GC Gasson confirmed that she could do so. She further described the timeline for
promulgation with the goal of having the regulatory changes before the Commission
in the summer.
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Commissioner Stebbins moved to direct GC Gasson to prepare draft regulatory
amendments and begin the promulgation process to effectuate approved changes to
the Commission’s microbusiness, delivery operator and delivery courier and
telehealth regulations.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

Commissioner Roy expressed concern regarding actions which had occurred within
the last 48 hours and asked Commissioner Stebbins if he had been involved in actions
to replace AED Hilton-Creek. The AC issued a Point of Order and stated that
Commissioner Roy’s statement had strayed from the noticed topics. GC Gasson
cautioned against moving to a topic that had not been noticed and to preserve the
privacy of personnel matters. Commissioner Roy stated that she had not been
consulted regarding the last discussion point. The AC stated that she had consulted
with legal and had taken every step she could while remaining compliant with Open
Meeting Law. AED Hilton-Creek requested to table the subject of personnel issues.
Commissioner Roy asked GC Gasson to confirm the number of Commissioners
needed to form a quorum. GC Gasson confirmed that three members of the board
were required to for a quorum of the Commission. Commissioner Roy stated she had
not been given time to review the motion before the Commissioner and would either
vote no or would prefer to table the matter.
Commissioner Roy moved to direct the AED to prioritize her CPO hiring and
employment duties until a new ED is hired and onboarded and to delegate the
following responsibilities to the Commission’s Chiefs to effectuate that purpose: for
GC Gasson to oversee all legal and regulatory matters; the Chief of Investigations and
Enforcement to oversee all matters related to investigations, compliance, enforcement
and licensing matters otherwise delegated to the ED; the Chief Financial and
Accounting Officer to oversee and lead in budget preparation, spend planning,
procurements, funding, books of account and accounting records; the Chief
Technology and Innovation Officer to oversee all information technology,
cybersecurity, and internal control planning; and the Chief Research Officer to
oversee all research activities mandated by statute consistent with the overall goal to
support the work of the Commission and be a leading Cannabis research resource
center.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — No

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion —Yes
The Commission denied the motion by a vote of two in favor and one opposed.
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The AC asked Commissioner Roy if she would like to meet to discuss the motion. GC
Gasson noted that the AC could brief Commissioners on agendas and procedural
issues but cautioned against deliberation.

4) New Business Not Anticipated at the Time of Posting — 03:32:22

Commissioner Stebbins moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, § 21 (a) (3), to discuss strategy with respect to litigation
because the open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of
the public body.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously voted to enter Executive Session and each
Commissioner affirmed that no one could hear the deliberations of Executive Session.
The AC stated that the Commissioners would return to Public Session before
adjournment.

5) Next Meeting Date — 04:56:08

Director Giancola stated that the public hearing regarding the island transportation
issue discussed at the last public meeting was currently scheduled for June 6, 2024,
and no further votes were necessary.

The AC stated that the next meeting date was June 13, 2024.

6) Adjournment — 04:58:20

Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION

May 30, 2024
4:00 PM

Remote Participation via Microsoft Teams Live*

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e N/A

In Attendance:
e Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Minutes:

1) Call to Order
e The Acting Chair recognized a quorum and called the meeting to order.
e The Acting Chair gave notice that the meeting is being recorded.

2) Executive Session - 00:00:39

e The Acting Chair asked for questions or comments.

e Commissioner Stebbins moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to the Open Meeting
Law, G. L. c. 30A, 8 21 (a) (3) to discuss strategy with respect to litigation because the open
meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body with the
Public Meeting not to resume.

e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.

e The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Acting Chair Concepcion — Yes

e The Commission unanimously voted to enter Executive Session and each Commissioner

affirmed that no one could hear the deliberations of Executive Session.

The Commission entered the Executive Session (00:02:30).
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION

June 6, 2024
11:00 AM

In-Person and Remote via Microsoft Teams Live*

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e N/A

In Attendance:
e Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Nurys Z. Camargo
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Minutes:

1) Call to Order
e The Acting Chair (AC) recognized a quorum and called the meeting to order.
e The AC gave notice that the meeting is being recorded.
e The AC gave an overview of the agenda.

2) Commissioners’ Comments & Updates — 00:00:56

e Commissioner Roy stated that the Commission took the supply chain issue very
seriously. She acknowledged the conflict between state and federal laws and the
public health implications of the topic before the Commission. The AC stated she
looked forward to gaining perspective through the day’s meeting and noted recent
industry milestones and the Commission’s expeditious implementation of Chapter
180 regulations. She explained the process for speaking and submitting comments for
those in attendance.

3) Public Listening Session Regarding Island Transportation — 00:07:45

e Geoffrey Rose of Patient Centric of Martha’s Vineyard, LTD. spoke first. He urged
the Commission to take immediate action to allow for the transportation of Cannabis
and Cannabis Products to the islands. He provided the background that Martha’s
Vineyard had voted yes on Question 4. He explained that, without island
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transportation, Licensees on the islands would go out of business and Consumers and
Registered Qualifying Patients would lose access to Marijuana. He described the
economic challenges posed by operating on the island and stated that he expected his
inventory to be completely depleted by the end of the summer. Commissioner
Stebbins asked for a breakdown of the costs for island Licensees. Mr. Rose cited the
cost of operating on Martha’s Vineyard and the required vertical integration.
Commissioner Stebbins asked for him to present a broad overview of the
marketplace. Mr. Rose explained that the summer rush made up 40 percent of his
annual revenue. Commissioner Roy asked if he planned on full panel testing in the
event that island transportation was allowed and Mr. Rose clarified that his supplier
Fine Fettle Dispensary was the entity which currently did the testing. He stated that
20,000 people lived on the island year-round and that the conventional wisdom is that
the population increases to 100,00 from July through August. He added that there
were 234 Registered Qualifying Patients on the island, but that number went up along
with visitors in the summer. The AC asked for confirmation that he was closed, and
Mr. Rose stated he had been closed since May 14, 2024. Commissioner Roy asked if
he wanted transportation from the mainland to the islands or vice versa, and Mr. Rose
stated that he was advocating for transportation to the islands.

The next speaker was Daniel Berger. He stated that he was the owner and equity
partner of Grassp Ventures, LLC in Salem, Massachusetts. He advocated for the
Commission to take five actions: issue guidance on zoning for municipalities; make
sure municipal equity changes take effect on the islands; remove barriers for island
transportation on the state level; remove the vertical integration requirement for
Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers (MTCSs); and work with the Wampanoag
people see what it may take for them to get involved. The AC asked Mr. Berger to
expand on his comment regarding municipal equity recommendations. He responded
that municipalities have been waiting on guidance from the Commission before they
implement any changes. Commissioner Camargo requested that Mr. Berger submit
his comments to the Commission.

The next speaker was Jon Karden. He stated that was a budtender at Fine Fettle
Dispensary. He noted the diversity of their customer base and recalled the emotional
response of customers when the dispensary opened in 2021. He described how many
customers used Marijuana for medical purposes, but without a medical card. He noted
the thousands of tourists who come to the island every day during the summer and
stated that they also use Marijuana for medical purpose without a medical card as
Massachusetts does not allow for reciprocity for other jurisdiction’s medical
programs. Commissioner Roy asked for the status of Fine Fettle Dispensary’s
inventory. Mr. Karden responded that their inventory was dropping every day, and
they would run out of flower first. He noted there were many products that Fine Fettle
Dispensary could no longer stock consistently. The AC asked about the seasonal rush,
and he responded that demand went up from Memorial Day to Labor Day.
Commissioner Stebbins asked about the supply chain issue and if resolving that
would allow for other Licensees to open on the island. Mr. Karden responded that
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additional Licensees would improve access to year-round residents and visitors who
do not bring vehicles.

The next speaker was Gabrielle Bisson of Fine Fettle Dispensary. She stated she was
speaking as an inventory manager and a Registered Qualifying Patient. She stated that
Fine Fettle Dispensary’s inventory is dwindling in part due to the cost of testing, the
cost of rent on the island, and the lack of access to federal loans. She described how
she used Marijuana to treat back pain and how she was baffled by the prospect of
having to turn to the illicit market. She stated that there were many customers on the
island who used Marijuana for relief from Lyme disease as well as cancer patients.
The AC relayed a comment from Commissioner Camargo in the chat for Ms.
Bisson’s to submit her comments to the Commission.

The next speaker was Frank Shaw. He stated that he was a Registered Qualifying
Patient diagnosed with HIVV/AIDS in 1998 and, for people in his position, medical
Marijuana was a lifeline. He noted that in order to attend the public meeting on the
island, he had to leave his medical Marijuana on the mainland as the Massachusetts
Steamship Authority prohibited it on the ferries. He stated that, while transportation
of Marijuana over water was currently prohibited, there were routes to the island
which avoid federal waters. He stated that the current situation required the
Commission allow transportation to the islands. Mr. Shaw advocated for removing
the vertical integration for island Licensees and reducing the licensing fees Medical
Marijuana Treatment Center (MTC) on the island. He urged Commissioners to
prioritize medical access to Marijuana. Commissioner Stebbins asked about opening
supply chain to islands for existing MTCs and if Mr. Shaw had had any conversations
Licensees on the topic and Mr. Shaw said he would follow up.

The next speaker was Jeremiah MacKinnon, president of Massachusetts Patient
Advocacy Alliance, Inc. (MPAA). He advocated for eliminating the vertical
integration requirement, reducing licensing fees and allowing lab-tested Cannabis to
be transported to the islands. He noted that Congress had renewed a budget rider for
the past 10 years which courts have interpreted as prohibiting federal enforcement
against state-legal medical marijuana activities. He described how allowing for island
transportation would not resolve medical access for residents because MTCs on the
islands would then be forced to compete with the wider variety of products available
from the mainland but would still have to cultivate due to the vertical integration
requirement. He advocated for special regulations to allow adult-use Licensees to
provide Medical-use Marijuana without the vertical integration requirement and with
reduced licensing fees. He added that there were only adult-use retailers on the island,
and they should be allowed to sell Cannabis for medical purposes without Registered
Qualifying Patients paying the tax. The AC asked for a citation for the constitutional
protection which he had mentioned, and Mr. MacKinnon responded that it was
commonly known as the Rohrabacher-Farr amendment. Commissioner Roy asked
about a recent meeting of the Cannabis Advisory Board. Mr. MacKinnon responded
that they had met recently and had recommended allowing island transportation and
removing the vertical integration requirement. Commissioner Stebbins asked for Mr.
MacKinnon’s opinion on the Commission’s outreach regarding growing Cannabis at
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home. Mr. MacKinnon stated that there had been some public awareness campaigns
but generally Registered Qualifying Patients felt that not enough care was given to
medical use. He further clarified that only a small subset of the MPAA membership
grow their own Medical-use Marijuana. The AC asked for Mr. MacKinnon’s top five
recommendations to better serve Registered Qualifying Patients. He responded that
there were areas in Massachusetts where there were several Marijuana Establishments
(MEs) in a single town, but no MTCs due to the requirement for vertical integration.
He stated that another barrier was agent registrations costing $500 for MTCs but cost
$150 for MEs. He suggested multi-year Patient Registration Cards. He noted that
social equity was implicated and that no Social Equity Program Licensees were
operating MTCs. Commissioner Roy noted the Department of Justice’s intent to
reschedule Marijuana and asked Mr. MacKinnon to opine on federal issues during the
public comment period.

The next speaker was Sally Rizzo. She stated that she was a Registered Qualifying
Patient and was present to encourage the Commission to find a solution to island
access and full testing. She described how it took multiple years for Licensees on
Martha’s Vineyard to become operational and build up an inventory. She stated that
without legal access, Registered Qualifying Patients would turn to the illicit market,
which was dangerous. She noted that traveling to neighboring communities was not
an option for all island residents. She stated that other jurisdictions had found
solutions to similar problems, that no access was not acceptable, and a solution was
needed.

The next speaker was Chloe Loftfield, the general manager at Fine Fettle Dispensary.
She said that they are low on inventory and might not make it through the summer.
She explained that she was a Registered Qualifying Patient and used Marijuana to
help her eat. She said that the requirement to cultivate on the island was burdensome.
She stated that the cost of testing on island was much higher than on the mainland.
She described how the impact of the opiate epidemic was large on the island and
there had been samples of Marijuana from the illicit market which had tested positive
for opiates. She stated that Registered Qualifying Patients should not have to turn to
illicit market and that she had only talked to one or two customers who grew their
own Marijuana. She advocated for island transportation and said that, without access,
many visitors would be put in a situation where they would break the law by bringing
Marijuana to the island. Commissioner Roy asked Ms. Loftfield to expand on her
comment regarding Marijuana from the illicit market laced with opiates. Ms.
Loftfield stated that she knew people who did their own testing on flower and oil
products and found fentanyl. Commissioner Stebbins asked if it would be a cost
reduction for island licensees to do full testing on the mainland, which Ms. Loftfield
confirmed. She explained the massive rent for their cultivation facility was
unsustainable and that was the main cost which turned away investors. Commissioner
Stebbins clarified that rent was outside of the Commission’s purview. Ms. Loftfield
reiterated Mr. Berger’s point that the Commission should speak with the Wampanoag
people and stated that the Commission could remove the requirement to grow on
island, which would be the only way that their business could be sustainable.
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Commissioner Stebbins asked when Fine Fettle Dispensary’s inventory would run
out. She said that they were projected to run out in September, but she was not
confident in that, particularly with flower.

The next speaker was Hannah Gonsalves. She stated that she used Marijuana to treat
anxiety and depression. She enjoyed having safe access to Marijuana and recalled
negative experiences with the illicit market. She stated that she knew people who had
overdosed from laced Marijuana from the illicit market. She said that if legal
Marijuana was taken from her, she did not know what she would do. She said that the
Licensees on the island help educate people. She described how her father used
Marijuana Products to help with medical issues. Commissioner Roy asked about how
the legal market had affected the illicit market and Ms. Gonsalves responded that
many people she knew had turned to the legal market which also provided job
opportunities.

The next speaker was Terry Kriedman. She stated that she was, to her knowledge, the
sole Certifying Physician on the island and was member of the Association of
Cannabinoid Specialists. She stated that there should be an MTC on the island and the
matter before the Commission was a health equity issue. She explained that
Registered Qualifying Patients would have to turn to the illicit market or grow their
own Marijuana if island transportation is not allowed. She explained that she does not
recommend growing to her patients as the Cannabis would not be tested and she
would be unable to recommend a particular dose. She stated that patients would
benefit from the variety of products which island transportation would enable and
compared the lack of consistent access to particular Marijuana Products to flippantly
changing prescription medications. Commissioner Roy asked her about what products
her patients used. Dr. Kriedman said that she recommends gummies due to accuracy
in the dosage. She stated that she would like to see medical cannabis reach parity with
other medications in terms of accurate and regular dosages. Commissioner Roy asked
her to opine in federal portal during the public comment period for the rescheduling
of Marijuana.

The next speaker was Brook Katzen. He stated that he was the landlord to Patient
Centric of Martha's Vineyard, Ltd. d/b/a Island Time. He explained that he had
purchased the building to lease it to Mr. Rose without knowing much about the
industry but instead relying on his knowledge that Mr. Rose is a good person. He
noted that Mr. Rose is an active member of their community and represents his
business and industry with pride and grace. He stated that Mr. Rose’s troubles were
beyond his control and if Island Time goes out of business, not only Mr. Rose, but the
employees will suffer. He added that the building had been renovated by Mr. Rose
which was a boon to local economy.

Next, Matthew Bugnall spoke. He stated that he worked at Patient Centric of Martha's
Vineyard, Ltd. d/b/a Island Time and had lived on Martha’s Vineyard for most of his
life. He described growing up watching his peers become addicted to opiates. He said
he started smoking Marijuana as a teenager, and while no one should smoke so
young, access to regulated product was better than the illicit market. He described
how Marijuana had benefited his fiancé. He stated that the variety of products was a
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benefit to Consumers and Registered Qualifying Patients. He stated that his father
grows his own Marijuana and that growing is a difficult process.

The next speaker was Bill Honeycut. He stated that he was a small business owner in
the food and beverages industry and reiterated Mr. Rose’s sentiment that it was
difficult to coordinate logistics due to the difficulty in transporting from the mainland
and to retain employees. He advocated for the Commission to take action to address
island transportation.

The next speaker was Aidee Espino, an employee of Patient Centric of Martha's
Vineyard, Ltd. d/b/a Island Time. She noted that they had many customers who used
Marijuana to help get them off of other drugs. She described how she had recently
attended a town meeting in Oak Bluffs to discuss allowing an ME to open and noted
that there were more than four liquor stores which was considered normal. She
described her own experience with Marijuana in high school before legalization and
noted that people still found ways to access it, so it is important for that access to be
through the regulated market. Stebbins asked what decision had been made at the Oak
Bluffs town meeting and Ms. Espino stated that it had not been allowed. She noted
the educational benefits provided through Licensees.

The next speaker was Debbie Dean. She described an experience during the 1970s
when she had illegally provided Marijuana to a cancer patient at a doctor’s request.
She stated that the Marijuana had provided the patient with relief. She stated that
everyone had an obligation to help those around which she urged the Commission to
consider.

Mr. Rose spoke again and noted that he had filed a citizen’s petition to enlarge the
zoning area in Oaks Bluffs where dispensaries may be located. He stated that it had
not been voted in, but he planned to continue to push for it.

The AC stated that clearly the Commission has work to do and that this issue would
be on the agenda at the next Public Meeting.

4) New Business Not Anticipated at the Time of Posting — 01:39:16

The AC stated that there was no new business which was not anticipated at the time
of posting.

5) Next Meeting Date — 01:39:20

The AC stated that the next meeting date is June 13, 2024.
Commissioners Roy, Stebbins, and Camargo thanked everyone that spoke and stated
that the Commission took this issue seriously.

6) Adjournment —01:41:50

Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
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o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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In Attendance:
e Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Nurys Z. Camargo
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Minutes:

1) Call to Order
e The Acting Chair (AC) recognized a quorum and called the meeting to order.
e The AC gave notice that the meeting is being recorded.
e The AC gave an overview of the agenda.

2) Commissioners’ Comments & Updates — 00:01:12
e Commissioner Stebbins noted Juneteenth. Commissioner Roy thanked the Joint
Committee on Cannabis Policy and Joint Committee on Agriculture for inviting her to
speak about intoxicating hemp products. She read a letter into the record from Chief
of Research Julie Johnson (Chief Johnson) which expressed concern about the
delegation of Acting Executive Director Debra Hilton-Creek’s (AED Hilton-Creek)
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responsibilities. The AC noted the Commission’s mandate to provide safe and
equitable access to cannabis in the Commonwealth and to reduce the illicit market.

3) Minutes for Approval —00:08:16

Commissioner Roy asked General Counsel Kristina Gasson (GC Gasson) who was
the custodian of the minutes which minutes were up for approval. GC Gasson
explained that typically the minutes would be reviewed by the Secretary before they
were voted on by the Commission.

January 11, 2024
Commissioner Camargo moved to approve the January 11, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the January 11, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.

February 8, 2024
Commissioner Roy moved to approve the February 8, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the February 8, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.

February 29, 2024
Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the February 29, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.
Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes

C




e The Commission unanimously approved the February 29, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.

e March 7, 2024
e Commissioner Camargo moved to approve the March 7, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the March 7, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.

e March 29, 2024
e Commissioner Roy moved to approve the March 29, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took aroll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the March 29, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.

e April 11, 2024
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the April 11, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.
e Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
e The AC took aroll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the April 11, 2024, Commission public
meeting minutes.

4) Acting Executive Director and Commission Staff Report — 00:13:21
e Acting Executive Director Debra Hilton-Creek (AED Hilton-Creek) updated
Commissioners on Investigations and Enforcement bulletins. She continued and
updated Commissioners on the recruitment status of various internal positions. She
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noted that Timothy Goodin would be stepping up as the permanent Enforcement
Counsel (EC) and GC Gasson would be leaving the Commission. The AC asked how
long the positions AED Hilton-Creek discussed had been vacant. GC Gasson stated
the Associate General Counsel position had been vacant since April of 2024. AED
Hilton-Creek explained that most positions were posted for around three weeks,
unless the Commission did not receive the best applications, which she said was rare.
GC Gasson noted that the Deputy General Counsel position had been vacant since
summer of 2023 and AED Hilton-Creek stated that the position had been posted a
week prior. Commissioner Roy described the timeline for bringing in staff and that it
had taken six months to bring in GC Gasson. Commissioner Roy stated that there
were 21 open positions. GC Gasson stated that the Hearing Officer and the Associate
General Counsel positions were posted on April 12, 2024. Commissioner Stebbins
asked if the Hearing Officer position was a full-time position and GC Gasson
responded that it was a part-time, contract role.

5) Executive Session — 00:39:52

Commissioner Stebbins moved to enter into executive session pursuant to G.L. c.
30A, 8§ 21(a)(3), to discuss strategy with respect to litigation because the open
meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to enter into executive session.
The AC stated that the Commissioners would return to Open Session.

6) Staff Recommendations on Changes of Ownership — 04:38:33

Licensing Analyst Derek Chamberlin (Analyst Chamberlin) presented an overview of
licensing data. Commissioner Roy asked if the “Commence Operations” included
Licensees which have since surrendered their licenses, which he confirmed. The AC
asked about the number of agents versus the number of agent registrations. Analyst
Chamberlin explained that a single person may hold multiple registrations. He stated
that industry identification number stuck with a person and that the Commission had
the exact number of unique agents in the industry. Analyst Chamberlin stated that he
did not have the number at the moment and stated that the number was constantly
changing, adding that it is presented to the public as the number of applications
because at the beginning of the Commission it was presented that way to show the
Commission’s work product. He asked that any members of the public with inquiries
should direct them to the licensing department. Commissioner Roy stated she would
like badging to be brought up in a future meeting.

Associate Enforcement Counsel Olivia Koval (AEC Koval) presented statistics as to
Host Community Agreement (HCA) review. Commissioner Roy asked about the
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number of Licensees who had received a positive determination versus a negative
determination on a compliance determination notice. AEC Koval explained they send
out determination notices to inform the Licensee, the applicant as well as the
municipality of determination of non-compliance with any provisions in the HCA.
She provided an overview of extension requests and expirations. Acting Chief of
Investigations and Enforcement Nomxolisi Khumalo (Acting Chief Khumalo)
provided insight into how the expiration and extension process worked internally.
Licensing Manager Anne DiMare (Manager DiMare) added that all extension
requests which they had received since the vote on May 23, had been reviewed,
notices had been sent, and some had been extended. Acting Chief Khumalo explained
the internal process that was triggered by non-compliant HCAs. She asked that
Licensees or municipalities not submit HCAs that are five years or older as they are
non-compliant, and it would be helpful in the review process. She added it would give
the licensees the opportunity to renegotiate with the municipalities.

e Licensing Manager Anne DiMare (Manager DiMare) presented on behalf of the
licensing department the Staff Recommendations for Changes of Ownership,
Renewals, Provisionals, Final licenses.

1. Baked Beans Farm, LLC
e Commissioner Camargo moved to approve the Change of Ownership.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the Change of Ownership.

2. Hennep, Inc.
e Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Change of Ownership.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The AC took aroll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion —Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the Change of Ownership.

7) Staff Recommendations on Renewals — 05:02:59
e Commissioner Stebbins made a motion to approve items numbered 1-6 as indicated
on the agenda.
e Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
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Commissioner Camargo — Yes

Commissioner Roy — Yes

Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

AC Concepcion — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the renewal roster of items numbered 1-6, on
the agenda.

0 O O O

8) Staff Recommendations on Provisional Licenses — 05:03:52

1. GreenSoul Organics, Inc. (#MCN283834), Marijuana Cultivator, Tier 6 / Indoor
o Commissioner Roy requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure please inform the Commission of
your “Additional Operational Plans for Indoor Marijuana Cultivators” as it
relates to Quality Control Samples in accordance with 935 Code Mass. Regs.
§ 500.120(12), and 935 Code Mass. Regs. § 500.120(14).

o Commissioner Camargo moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.

e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.

e The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional Licenses, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.

2. GreenSoul Organics, Inc. (#MPN282257), Marijuana Product Manufacturer
o Commissioner Roy requested a condition.
o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure please inform the Commission of
your “Additional Operational Plans for Product Manufacturers™ as it relates to
Quality Control Samples in accordance with 935 Code Mass. Regs. §
500.130(5)(k) and 935 Code Mass. Regs. § 500.130(9).
o Commissioner Roy moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.
« Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional Licenses, subject to the
condition requested by Commissioner Roy.

3. Native Sun Wellness, Inc. (#RMDAA4128), Medical Marijuana Treatment Center
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Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve the Provisional License.
Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional Licenses.

4. Surf’s Up Cannabis Ventures, LLC (#MRN285057)

Commissioner Roy requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to final licensure, in accordance with 935 Code
Mass. Regs. 8 500.140 (6)(g) please include the phone number for the
Massachusetts Substance Use Helpline on your consumer education.

Commissioner Stebbins requested a condition.

o Proposed condition: Prior to Final Application for Licensure, consider
revision to Positive Impact Plan and consider hiring goals and strategies to
impact Disproportionately Impacted Area of Boston in accordance with 935
Code Mass. Regs 8 500.101(1)(a)11 and 935 Code Mass. Regs. 8
500.103(4)(b) and provide an update to CCC Licensing Division.

Commissioner Camargo moved to approve the Provisional License, subject to the
conditions requested by Commissioners Roy and Stebbins.

Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.

The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes

The Commission unanimously approved the Provisional License, subject to the
conditions requested by Commissioners Roy and Stebbins.

9) Staff Recommendations on Final Licenses — 05:10:52

Blossom Flower, LLC (#MD1271), Marijuana Delivery Operator

Blossom Flower, LLC (#MP282139), Marijuana Product Manufacturer
Blossom Flower, LLC (#MX281418), Marijuana Existing Licensee Transporter
Blue Sky Organics, LLC (#MD1264), Marijuana Delivery Operator

. CommcCan, Inc. (#MR284925), Marijuana Retailer
Ember Gardens Cape Cod, LLC (#MR284542), Marijuana Retailer
Euphorium, LLC (#MC283845), Marijuana Cultivator, Tier 1 / Indoor

1
2
3
4
5. CommcCan, Inc. — Mansfield (#MTC1686), Medical Marijuana Treatment Center
6
7
8
9

Euphorium, LLC (#MP282263), Marijuana Product Manufacturer
10. Euphorium, LLC (#¥MR284560), Marijuana Retailer
11. JMK Gardening, LLC (#MR284654). Marijuana Retailer

C




12. Mint Retail Facilities, LLC (#MR283295), Marijuana Retailer

13. Ocean Breeze Cultivators, LLC (#MR283656), Marijuana Retailer
14. Riverside Agriculture, LLC (#MR28327), Marijuana Retailer

15. Silver Therapeutics, Inc. (#MR283074), Marijuana Retailer

Commissioner Camargo moved to approve the Staff Recommendations on Final
Licenses roster from one to fifteen as indicated on the agenda.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the Final License roster from one to fifteen.
The AC suggested a brief break to take pictures with the Licensees who were present.

Commissioner Roy moved to change the order of discussion items to take up the
Island Transportation item first.
Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

10) Island Transportation Discussion

GC Gasson presented a proposed Administrative Order to allow transport of
marijuana and marijuana products over state territorial waters. She added it was
prepared in response to the information received from the islands and the public
regarding the closure of establishments on the island and growing risk to patient and
adult access to safe and legal medical and adult use Cannabis and Cannabis Products.
Commissioner Roy noted the recent Public Meeting on Martha’s Vineyard where
Consumers and Registered Qualifying Patients expressed how they may turn to the
illicit market without access to the legal market and emphasized the victory. GC
Gasson explained the special regulations allowing for limited testing of Marijuana in
Dukes and Nantucket counties while no Independent Testing Laboratories (ITLS)
exist on the islands. She provided a broad overview of how the Administrative Order
allowed for transportation for the mainland and mandated testing at an ITL for any
products therefrom.

Commissioner Roy moved to approve Administrative Order 3, Administrative Order
Regarding Transport of Marijuana and Marijuana Products over State Territorial
Waters to and from Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana Treatment
Centers in the Counties of Dukes and Nantucket.
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Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

GC Gasson stated that the Administrative Order would be publicized and stated that it
would be effective as of June 14, 2024, at midnight. She cautioned that Licensees still
needed to submit documentation before they may transport Marijuana and Marijuana
products over water. The AC noted that this would be GC Gasson’s last meeting with
the Commission and GC Gasson stated that she had enjoyed working on this matter
with the Legal team.

11) Enforcement Actions
1. Life Essence, Inc. d/b/a Truelieve

Enforcement Counsel Timothy Goodin (EC Goodin) introduced the matter to the
Commissioners. He stated that this was similar to information presented at the last
month’s public meeting and noted that all of the revenue from fines would go into the
Marijuana Regulation Fund. He explained the informal dispute resolution process,
summarizing that it was a settlement negotiation. First Associate Enforcement
Counsel Jacob Nielson (AEC Nielson) presented the specifics of the matter before the
Commission. He described how Lorna McMurrey had a medical emergency after
working in the pre-roll room. He explained the violations that the Commission had
found through investigation and stated that the parties had agreed to a fine in the
amount of $350,000 and to provide administrative documents. Commissioner Roy
asked if the Licensee could apply for licensure in the future which AEC Nielson
confirmed. He stated that the Licensee did not confirm or deny the Commission’s
findings.
Commissioner Camargo moved to ratify the final order in stipulated agreement for
Life Essence, Inc doing business as Truelieve.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
The AC extended her condolences to Lorna and her family.
The Commission took a brief recess.

12) Commission Discussion and Votes — 05:14:21
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1. Executive Director Search Update

AED Hilton-Creek updated Commissioners on the status of the Executive Director
(ED) search. She explained that the sub-committee would be meeting on June 14,
2024, and the screening process would run from June 16, 2024, through June 30,
2024. She stated that 20 applications had been received since she last presented on
this topic. She stated that the timeline was subject to change, but that currently the
first round of interviews was scheduled to occur from July 1, 2024, to July 13, 2024.
The AC clarified that the posting would stay up until June 15, 2024 and
Commissioner Roy explained that some of the delays were due to the Commission’s
process for submitting the job description.

2. CCC Key Priorities and Operational Changes

The AC stated that the purpose of this topic was to address structural issues within the
Commission. She noted that there were over 20 vacancies in the Commission and
there were currently four employees within the Human Resources department with a
lack of information on how to engage them. She described how the inaugural
Commissioners did not have the luxury of creating the Commission before providing
a structure for a new industry. She said this was necessary to address the needs of the
Commission and the industry which it regulates. The AC read her proposed motion
language into the record.

The AC moved to direct AED Hilton-Creek to prioritize her Chief People Officer
hiring and Human Resources duties until a new ED is hired and onboarded and to
delegate the following responsibilities to the Commission’s Chiefs to effectuate that
purpose: the GC to oversee all legal issues affecting the Commission including, but
not limited to, labor and employment; contracts and procurement; litigation and
claims; public records; open meeting law; ethics and the promulgation of regulations;
the Chief of Investigations and Enforcement to oversee all matters related to
investigations/compliance, enforcement/enforcement actions, and licensing matters
otherwise delegated to the Executive Director; the Chief Financial and Accounting
Officer to oversee and lead in budget preparation, spend planning, procurements,
funding, books of account and accounting records; the Chief Technology and
Innovation Officer to oversee all information technology, cybersecurity, and internal
control planning; the Chief Research Officer to oversee all research activities
mandated by statute, consistent with the overall goal to support the work of the
Commission and be a leading cannabis research resource center; the Chief
Communications Officer to oversee all activities regarding traditional
communications, digital and creative services, government affairs, and equity
programming and community outreach. In the event of an absence of a Chief, the
Directors of the respective departments will have oversight of their individual
business units and activities.

Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.

Commissioner Roy stated that the AC’s motion ran afoul of the law six times. She
stated that this was an abuse of the Commission’s authority and cited the implicated
statutes.

10
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Commissioner Stebbins stated that the edits to the motion had reminded him of the
previous evaluation process for the ED, with goals set out at the beginning of the year
and evaluated throughout. He stated that this was merely asking AED Hilton-Creek to
direct her attention to her Chief People Officer role and he was comfortable with the
motion. Commissioner Camargo asked if AED Hilton-Creek would still act as a
signatory for the Commission. The AC confirmed and noted that there were other
responsibilities which were not being delegated away from AED Hilton-Creek.
Commissioner Roy cited G. L. c. 29 § 1 and stated the motion language was in
violation. GC Gasson stated that Commissioner Roy’s interpretation of the statute
was correct, but that AED Hilton-Creek would still be the executive administrative
head of the Commission. Commissioner Roy asked GC Gasson to explain how the
motion language was not in violation of the Commission’s enabling statute. GC
Gasson explained the statute said that the ED shall be the executive and
administrative head of the Commission and will be responsible for administering and
enforcing the law relative to the Commission and to each administrative unit thereof
and that she did not believe the language suggested she would not have that power.
Commissioner Roy voiced they would be stripping AED Hilton-Creek of her duties,
and she shall have the powers and duties of the ED. Commissioner Camargo stated
that she was confident in the chiefs to run their respective departments and it was her
impression that while the motion delegated responsibilities, it did not delegate AED
Hilton-Creek’s power. Commissioner Roy asked who the department heads would
report to. The AC stated that they would still report to AED Hilton-Creek and
mentioned that she held regular meetings with department heads. Commissioner Roy
asked if AED Hilton-Creek would still have the power to hire and terminate. The AC
stated that was not being delegated away. Commissioner Roy asked if AED Hilton-
Creek would still have the power to appoint acting positions. The AC confirmed she
would. Commissioner Roy reiterated her belief that the motion language was a
violation.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — No

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission approved the motion with three in favor and one opposed.

3. Federal Public Comment Period for Rescheduling

Director of Government Affairs and Policy Matt Giancola (Director Giancola)
introduced the topic and explained that the Department of Justice had initiated the
process for reclassifying Marijuana under the Controlled Substances Act (CSA) from
Schedule I to Schedule I11. He provided a timeline for the matter. He stated the public
was invited to submit comments until July 22, 2024. He noted that the public
comments would not inform the DOJ’s decision on whether to reschedule, but that it
would influence policy decisions and impact regulatory outcomes. He described how
comments may affect the DOJ’s rule change process. He described that the

11
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Commission could perform outreach similar to how they do with the state legislature.
The AC noted that the Commission would have a public meeting shortly before the
public comment deadline and asked Director Giancola if his team would have enough
time to finalize any edits requested by Commissioners at that meeting, which he
confirmed.

4. Tri-Annual Review of Executive Session Minutes

GC Gasson presented the topic to Commissioners. She noted there had been a
backlog of minutes due to Chapter 180 implementation and recommended
withholding the current universe of executive session minutes. Commissioner Roy
asked about the status of the Governance Charter. The AC stated it was mostly
complete and it was a matter of getting it on the agenda. Commissioner Stebbins
noted that the Governance Charter would be helpful for ED candidates.
Commissioner Roy noted that the contract for the mediator who oversaw the
Executive Sessions relating to governance had expired and that she did not see the
utility in withholding the minutes anymore.
Commissioner Camargo moved to approve Legal’s recommendation to withhold the
universe of executive session minutes until the next periodic review.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — No

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission approved the motion with three in favor and one opposed.

5. Job Description: Accounting Manager

AED Hilton-Creek requested that Chief Financial Accounting Officer Lisa Schlegel
(CFAOQ Schlegel) join to present the position. CFAO Schlegel stated that there were
fiscal specialists positions in her department and two of them were vacant. She
advocated for changing one of those openings to an Accounting Manager position as
it would better serve the needs of her department.
Commissioner Stebbins moved to approve for posting and hiring the position of
Accounting Manager.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The AC took a roll call vote:

o Commissioner Camargo — Yes

o Commissioner Roy — Yes

o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

o AC Concepcion — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion.

13) New Business Not Anticipated at the Time of Posting — 07:04:44

12
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e The AC stated that there was no new business which was not anticipated at the time
of posting.

14) Next Meeting Date — 07:04:47
e The AC noted the next meeting would be on July 11, 2024.
e Commissioner Stebbins noted that the final version of the communication and survey
on the accounts receivable issue had been prepped and was ready to go out the next
week.

15) Adjournment —07:04:47
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The AC took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o AC Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.

13
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Greener Leaf, Inc.
0281-CO0-01-0524

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OVERVIEW

1.

Licensee Information:

Licensee Business Name: Greener Leaf, Inc.

Licensee d/b/a Name: N/A

License(s) Affected by this Change Request:

License Number License Type

MR281790 Retail

The licensee has paid the applicable fees for this change request.

The licensee is proposing to add the following as Persons Having Direct or Indirect Control:

Individual Role

Charles Saliby Person with Direct or Indirect Control

Background checks were conducted on all proposed parties and no suitability issues were
discovered.

The proposed parties do not appear to have exceeded any ownership or control limits over any
license type.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend review and decision on the request for change of ownership and
control, and if approved, request that the approval be subject to the following conditions:

1.
2.
3.

The licensee and proposed parties may now effectuate the approved change.

The licensee shall notify the Commission when the change has occurred.

The licensee shall submit a change of name request following this approval if any business or
doing-business-as names associated with the license(s) will require modification.

The licensee is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.

COO Executive Summary 1
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5. The licensee shall remain suitable for licensure.

6. The licensee shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.

7. The licensure is subject to notification to the Commission of any update to written operations
plans required by 935 CMR 500.105(1) and/or 935 CMR 501.105(1) after effectuating the
change, if applicable, and shall give Commission staff adequate opportunity to review said
plans at the business location or the location where any such plans are maintained in the normal
course of business.

COO Executive Summary 2
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

KG Collective, LLC
0285-C0O0-01-0624

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OVERVIEW

1.

Licensee Information:

Licensee Business Name: KG Collective, LLC

Licensee d/b/a Name: Kush Groove

License(s) Affected by this Change Request:

License Number License Type

MR284224 Retail

The licensee has paid the applicable fees for this change request.

The licensee is proposing to add the following as Persons Having Direct or Indirect Control:

Individual Role
Seda Ciampa Person with Direct or Indirect Control
Samvel Arustamyan Person with Direct or Indirect Control

Background checks were conducted on all proposed parties and no suitability issues were
discovered.

The proposed parties do not appear to have exceeded any ownership or control limits over any
license type.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend review and decision on the request for change of ownership and
control, and if approved, request that the approval be subject to the following conditions:

1.
2.
3.

The licensee and proposed parties may now effectuate the approved change.

The licensee shall notify the Commission when the change has occurred.

The licensee shall submit a change of name request following this approval if any business or
doing-business-as names associated with the license(s) will require modification.

COO Executive Summary 1
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No ok

The licensee is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.
The licensee shall remain suitable for licensure.

The licensee shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.

The licensure is subject to notification to the Commission of any update to written operations
plans required by 935 CMR 500.105(1) and/or 935 CMR 501.105(1) after effectuating the
change, if applicable, and shall give Commission staff adequate opportunity to review said
plans at the business location or the location where any such plans are maintained in the normal
course of business.

COO Executive Summary 2
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Pioneer Valley Extracts, LLC
0266-CO0-03-0324

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OVERVIEW

1. Licensee Information:

Licensee Business Name: Pioneer Valley Extracts, LLC
Licensee d/b/a Name: N/A

2. License(s) Affected by this Change Request:

License Number License Type
MP281417 Product Manufacturing

3. The licensee has paid the applicable fees for this change request.

4. The licensee is proposing to add the following as Persons Having Direct or Indirect Control:

Individual Role
Tania Boardman Person with Direct or Indirect Control
Douglas Lennick Person with Direct or Indirect Control
Michael Scott Person with Direct or Indirect Control
Todd Sullivan Person with Direct or Indirect Control

5. The licensee is proposing to add the following as Entities Having Direct or Indirect Control:

Entity Role
Full Spec Extraction Partners, Entity with Direct or Indirect Control
Inc.
Cannapreneur Partners LLC Entity with Direct or Indirect Control

6. Background checks were conducted on all proposed parties and no suitability issues were
discovered.

7. The proposed parties do not appear to have exceeded any ownership or control limits over any
license type.

COO Executive Summary 1
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8.

Commission staff conducted an organizational and financial inspection into the parties
associated with this request and found no issues or inconsistencies with the information
provided to the Commission.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend review and decision on the request for change of ownership and
control, and if approved, request that the approval be subject to the following conditions:

1.

wmn

No ok

The licensee and proposed parties may now effectuate the approved change.

The licensee shall notify the Commission when the change has occurred.

The licensee shall submit a change of name request following this approval if any business or
doing-business-as names associated with the license(s) will require modification.

The licensee is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.
The licensee shall remain suitable for licensure.

The licensee shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.

The licensure is subject to notification to the Commission of any update to written operations
plans required by 935 CMR 500.105(1) and/or 935 CMR 501.105(1) after effectuating the
change, if applicable, and shall give Commission staff adequate opportunity to review said
plans at the business location or the location where any such plans are maintained in the normal
course of business.

COO Executive Summary 2
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENT RENEWALS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
ComMMISSION MEETING: SEPTEMBER 12, 2024

RENEWAL OVERVIEW

1. Name, license number, renewal application number, host community, and funds deriving from a
Host Community Agreement allocated for the municipality for each Marijuana Establishment
presented for renewal:

. License Ren_ew:_;xl .
Licensee Name Application Location
Number Number
1 | 202 Trading Company, Inc. d/b/a Bud Barn MR281735 | MRR206928 | Winchendon
2 | Artis, LLC D0100113 | DOR5182965 | Middleborough
3 | ATLANTIC FARMS, LLC MC281975 | MCR140748 | Colrain
Atlas Marketplace & Delivery, LLC d/b/a

4 | Plymouth Armor Group MT281393 | MTR263114 | Plymouth
5 | Bud's Goods & Provisions Corp. MR282319 | MRR206830 | Worcester
6 | Buudda Brothers LLC MR282225 | MRR206895 | Holyoke
7 | CATDOGG LLC MR284871 | MRR206837 | Mashpee
8 | CATDOGG LLC MP282258 | MPR244166 | Mashpee
9 | Comm Ave Canna, Inc. MR?282314 | MRR206921 | Brookline
10 | DDM Sales, Inc. MR281981 | MRR206856 | Blackstone
11 | Diem Lynn, LLC MR283369 | MRR206817 | Lynn
12 | ELEVATION RETAIL LLC MR284765 | MRR206922 | New Bedford
13 | EOS-Bittersweet LLC MC281338 | MCR140702 | Pittsfield
14 | EOS-Bittersweet LLC MC282296 | MCR140710 | Pittsfield
15 | Erba C3 Dorchester LLC MR284013 | MRR206844 | Boston
16 | Evergreen Industries LLC MC283694 | MCR140776 | Holyoke
17 | EVGFARMS LLC MR284535 | MRR206832 | Boston
18 | Flower Power Growers Inc. MP281983 | MPR244169 | Montague
19 | Flower Power Growers, Inc. MC283122 | MCR140731 | Montague

ME Renewal Executive Summary 1
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20 | G7 Lab LLC 1L281334 | ILR267941 Littleton
21 | Green Adventure LLC MR284710 | MRR206779 | Palmer

. i MRR206968 .
22 | Green River Cannabis Company Inc MR282175 Greenfield
23 | Green Valley Analytics LLC 1L281359 | ILR267939 Holyoke
24 | LLN.S.A., Inc. MR282632 | MRR206904 | Springfield
25 | Impressed LLC MP281823 | MPR244183 | Hanson
26 | JDM Sales, Inc. MR283519 | MRR206866 | Mendon
27 | Local Roots NE, Inc. MR282131 | MRR206967 | Fitchburg
28 | Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. MP281480 | MPR244146 | Holliston
29 | Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. MC281343 | MCR140707 | Holliston
30 | Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. MR282682 | MRR206911 | Boston
31 | Morning Dew, LLC MB282152 | MBR169330 | Orange
32 | NashMac LLC MR281304 | MRR206850 | Abington
33 | New England Treatment Access, LLC. MR281240 | MRR206957 | Northampton
34 | New England Treatment Access, LLC. MR?281287 | MRR206956 | Brookline
35 | New England Treatment Access, LLC. MP281306 | MPR244213 | Franklin
36 | New England Treatment Access, LLC. MC281267 | MCR140783 | Franklin

Northeast Alternative Retail LLC fka Metro
37 | Harvest MR282659 | MRR206876 | New Bedford
38 | Ocean Breeze Cultivators LLC MP281663 | MPR244197 | Gloucester
39 | Ocean Breeze Cultivators LLC MC281908 | MCR140753 | Gloucester
40 | Olde World Remedies, Inc. MR282742 | MRR206854 | Lynn
41 | ONROOT, LLC D0100179 | DOR5182972 | Lynn
42 | ONROOT, LLC MD1301 MDR272578 | Lynn
43 | Primus LLC MR284441 | MRR206818 | Springfield
44 | Seven Leaf Sisters, Inc. MP282166 | MPR244193 | Marblehead
45 | Seven Leaf Sisters, Inc. MR284552 | MRR206915 | Marblehead
46 | Silver Therapeutics of Palmer, Inc. MR?284328 | MRR206940 | Palmer
Stone's Throw Cannabis LLC D/B/A Firebrand

47 | Cannabis MR284843 | MRR206938 | Boston
48 | Theory Wellness Inc MR281835 | MRR206931 | Chicopee
49 | Tigertown LLC MR282818 | MRR206865 | Holyoke
50 | ToroVerde (Massachusetts), Inc. MR282601 | MRR206840 | Northampton

ME Renewal Executive Summary 2




51 | Turnbuckle Consulting Inc. MC281770 | MCR140743 | Pittsfield
52 | Turnbuckle Consulting Inc. MR281951 | MRR206906 | Pittsfield
53 | UUEA FARMS LLC MC283474 | MCR140737 | Clinton
54 | UAEA FARMS LLC MP282065 | MPR244181 | Clinton
55 | Witch City Gardens LLC MR281663 | MRR206958 | Salem
56 | Zyp Run, Inc. MD1260 MDR272574 | Boston
2. All licensees have submitted renewal applications pursuant to 935 CMR 500.103(4) which include

the licensee’s disclosure of their progress or success towards their Positive Impact and Diversity

Plans.

All licensees have submitted documentation of good standing from the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, Department of Revenue, and Department of Unemployment Assistance, if

applicable.

All licensees have paid the appropriate annual license fee.

The licensees, when applicable, have been inspected over the previous year. Commission staff

certify that, to the best of our knowledge, no information has been found that would prevent
renewal of the licenses mentioned above pursuant to 935 CMR 500.450.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend review and decision on the above-mentioned licenses applying for

renewal, and if approved, request that the approval be subject to the licensee remaining in compliance

with the Commission regulations and applicable law.

ME Renewal Executive Summary 3
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

MEDICAL MARIJUANA TREATMENT CENTER RENEWALS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
ComMMISSION MEETING: SEPTEMBER 12, 2024

RENEWAL OVERVIEW

1. Name, license number, location(s), for each Medical Marijuana Treatment Center presented

for renewal:
. License AU . Host Community
Licensee Name Number Community (Dispensing)
(Cultivation) P 9
57 | New England Treatment Access, LLC RMD125 Franklin Northampton
58 | The Heirloom Collective, Inc RMD825 | Bernardston | Hadley

2. All licensees have submitted renewal applications pursuant to 935 CMR 501.103.

3. All licensees have paid the appropriate annual license fee.

4. The licensees, when applicable, have been inspected over the previous year. Commission
staff certify that, to the best of our knowledge, no information has been found that would

prevent renewal of the licenses mentioned above pursuant to 935 CMR 501.450.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend review and decision on the above-mentioned licenses applying for
renewal, and if approved, request that the approval be subject to the licensee remaining in
compliance with the Commission regulations and applicable law.

MTC Renewal Executive Summary
1
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Elevation Retail, LLC
MR284765

ESTABLISHMENT OVERVIEW

1. Name and address of the Marijuana Establishment:

Licensee Business Name: Elevation Retail, LLC
Licensee d/b/a Name: CANA Craft Cannabis
Licensed Location: 2121 Philips Rd, New Bedford, MA 02740

2. Type of final license sought (if cultivation, its tier level and outside/inside operation):

License Type(s) Sought:
Marijuana Retailer

3. The licensee is associated with the following license type(s):
The licensee is not associated with any other license applications or licenses.

LICENSING OVERVIEW

4. The licensee was approved for provisional licensure for the above-mentioned license(s) on
May 11, 2023.

5. The licensee has paid all applicable license fees.

6. No new information has been reported to Commission staff regarding the organizational
structure of the entity since the issuance of the provisional license(s).

7. No new information has been discovered by Commission staff regarding the suitability of
the licensees previously disclosed since the issuance of the provisional license(s).

INSPECTION OVERVIEW

8. Commission staff inspected the licensee’s facility on the following date(s): July 9, 2024.

Final License Executive Summary 1
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9. The licensee’s facility was inspected by Commission staff and found to be in full
compliance with the requirements listed in 935 CMR 500.105 through 935 CMR 500.160 as
applicable.

10. No evidence was discovered during the inspection(s) that indicated the licensee was not in
compliance with all applicable state laws and local bylaws or ordinances.

11. Specific information from Commission staff’s inspection is highlighted below:

a. Security

Enforcement staff verified that all security-related requirements were in full compliance
with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the following:
i.  The security of all entrances and exits;

ii.  Visitor procedures;

iii.  Limited access areas;

iv.  Verification of a primary and back-up security company;

v.  Presence of perimeter and duress alarms; and

vi.  All cameras complied with Commission requirements.

b. Inventory and Storage

Enforcement staff verified that all inventory-related requirements were in full
compliance with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the
following:
i.  Secure storage of marijuana and marijuana products;
ii.  Sanitation and pest control measures; and
iii.  Inventory controls and procedures.

c. Retail Operation

Enforcement staff verified that all retail-related requirements were in full compliance
with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the following:
i.  Verification of identifications for access;
ii.  Layout of the sales floor; and
iii.  Availability and contents of adult-use consumer education materials.

d. Transportation
The licensee will not be performing transportation activities at this time.

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend final licensure with the following conditions:

Final License Executive Summary 2
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1. The licensee may possess and otherwise acquire marijuana, but shall not dispense, sell, or
otherwise transport marijuana to other Marijuana Establishments, or to consumers, until
upon inspection, receiving permission from the Commission to commence full operations.
The licensee is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.
The licensee remains suitable for licensure.

The licensee shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.

Licensure is subject to notification to the Commission of any update to written operations
plans required by 935 CMR 500.105(1) prior to the issuance of a commencement of
operations and that Commission staff be given adequate opportunity to review said plans at
the business location or the location where any such plans are maintained in the normal
course of business.

oW

The licensee has demonstrated compliance with the laws and regulations of the Commonwealth
and suitability for licensure. Therefore, the licensee is recommended for final licensure.

As part of the approval of final licensure, the Commission authorizes staff to take all necessary

actions to review compliance with the above-referenced conditions and to approve the
commencement of operations.

Final License Executive Summary 3
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The Corner Emporium, LLC
MR281408

ESTABLISHMENT OVERVIEW

1.

Name and address of the Marijuana Establishment:

Licensee Business Name: The Corner Emporium, LLC
Licensee d/b/a Name: The Corner
Licensed Location: 40 Jackson Street, Suite 420, Worcester, MA 01608

Type of final license sought (if cultivation, its tier level and outside/inside operation):

License Type(s) Sought:

Marijuana Retailer

The licensee is associated with the following license type(s):

Type Status Location

Marijuana Courier Provisional License Worcester

LICENSING OVERVIEW

4.

The licensee was approved for provisional licensure for the above-mentioned license(s) on
February 11, 2021.

The licensee has paid all applicable license fees.

No new information has been reported to Commission staff regarding the organizational
structure of the entity since the issuance of the provisional license(s).

No new information has been discovered by Commission staff regarding the suitability of
the licensees previously disclosed since the issuance of the provisional license(s).

INSPECTION OVERVIEW

8.

Commission staff inspected the licensee’s facility on the following date(s): June 20, 2024.

Final License Executive Summary 1
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9. The licensee’s facility was inspected by Commission staff and found to be in full
compliance with the requirements listed in 935 CMR 500.105 through 935 CMR 500.160 as
applicable.

10. No evidence was discovered during the inspection(s) that indicated the licensee was not in
compliance with all applicable state laws and local bylaws or ordinances.

11. Specific information from Commission staff’s inspection is highlighted below:

a. Security

Enforcement staff verified that all security-related requirements were in full compliance
with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the following:
I.  The security of all entrances and exits;

ii.  Visitor procedures;

lii.  Limited access areas;

iv.  Verification of a primary and back-up security company;

v.  Presence of perimeter and duress alarms; and

vi.  All cameras complied with Commission requirements.

b. Inventory and Storage

Enforcement staff verified that all inventory-related requirements were in full
compliance with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the
following:
I.  Secure storage of marijuana and marijuana products;
ii.  Sanitation and pest control measures; and
iii.  Inventory controls and procedures.

c. Retail Operation

Enforcement staff verified that all retail-related requirements were in full compliance
with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the following:
I.  Verification of identifications for access;
ii.  Layout of the sales floor; and
iii.  Availability and contents of adult-use consumer education materials.

d. Transportation
The licensee will not be performing transportation activities at this time.

RECOMMENDATION

Final License Executive Summary 2




Commission staff recommend final licensure with the following conditions:

1. The licensee may possess and otherwise acquire marijuana, but shall not dispense, sell, or
otherwise transport marijuana to other Marijuana Establishments, or to consumers, until
upon inspection, receiving permission from the Commission to commence full operations.
The licensee is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.
The licensee remains suitable for licensure.

The licensee shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.

Licensure is subject to notification to the Commission of any update to written operations
plans required by 935 CMR 500.105(1) prior to the issuance of a commencement of
operations and that Commission staff be given adequate opportunity to review said plans at
the business location or the location where any such plans are maintained in the normal
course of business.

asrwn

The licensee has demonstrated compliance with the laws and regulations of the Commonwealth
and suitability for licensure. Therefore, the licensee is recommended for final licensure.

As part of the approval of final licensure, the Commission authorizes staff to take all necessary

actions to review compliance with the above-referenced conditions and to approve the
commencement of operations.

Final License Executive Summary 3
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Verdant Reparative, Inc.
MP282085

ESTABLISHMENT OVERVIEW

1.

Name and address of the Marijuana Establishment:

Licensee Business Name: Verdant Reparative, Inc.
Licensee d/b/a Name: Apex Noire
Licensed Location: 150 State Street, Boston, MA 02109

Type of final license sought (if cultivation, its tier level and outside/inside operation):

License Type(s) Sought:

Marijuana Product Manufacturer

The licensee is associated with the following license type(s):

Type Status Location

Marijuana Retail Commence Operations Boston

Marijuana Delivery Operator Pre-Certification Application Submitted | N/A

LICENSING OVERVIEW

4.

The licensee was approved for provisional licensure for the above-mentioned license(s) on
September 17, 2021.

The licensee has paid all applicable license fees.

No new information has been reported to Commission staff regarding the organizational
structure of the entity since the issuance of the provisional license(s).

No new information has been discovered by Commission staff regarding the suitability of
the licensees previously disclosed since the issuance of the provisional license(s).

INSPECTION OVERVIEW

Final License Executive Summary 1
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10.

11.

Commission staff inspected the licensee’s facility on the following date(s): June 27, 2024.

The licensee’s facility was inspected by Commission staff and found to be in full
compliance with the requirements listed in 935 CMR 500.105 through 935 CMR 500.160 as
applicable.

No evidence was discovered during the inspection(s) that indicated the licensee was not in
compliance with all applicable state laws and local bylaws or ordinances.

Specific information from Commission staff’s inspection is highlighted below:

a. Security

Enforcement staff verified that all security-related requirements were in full compliance
with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the following:
I.  The security of all entrances and exits;

ii.  Visitor procedures;

lii.  Limited access areas;

iv.  Verification of a primary and back-up security company;

v.  Presence of perimeter and duress alarms; and

vi.  All cameras complied with Commission requirements.

b. Inventory and Storage

Enforcement staff verified that all inventory-related requirements were in full
compliance with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the
following:
I.  Secure storage of marijuana and marijuana products;
ii.  Sanitation and pest control measures; and
iii.  Inventory controls and procedures.

¢. Product Manufacturing Operation

Enforcement staff verified that all manufacturing-related requirements were in full
compliance with Commission regulations. Some of the requirements verified include the
following:

i.  Proposed product compliance; and

ii.  Safety, sanitation, and security of the area and products.

d. Transportation

The licensee will not be performing transportation activities at this time.

Final License Executive Summary 2
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RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend final licensure with the following conditions:

1. The licensee may possess, prepare, produce, and otherwise acquire marijuana, but shall not
sell, or otherwise transport marijuana to other Marijuana Establishments, until upon
inspection, receiving permission from the Commission to commence full operations.

The licensee is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.
The licensee remains suitable for licensure.

The licensee shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.

Licensure is subject to notification to the Commission of any update to written operations
plans required by 935 CMR 500.105(1) prior to the issuance of a commencement of
operations and that Commission staff be given adequate opportunity to review said plans at
the business location or the location where any such plans are maintained in the normal
course of business.

oW

The licensee has demonstrated compliance with the laws and regulations of the Commonwealth
and suitability for licensure. Therefore, the licensee is recommended for final licensure.

As part of the approval of final licensure, the Commission authorizes staff to take all necessary

actions to review compliance with the above-referenced conditions and to approve the
commencement of operations.

Final License Executive Summary 3
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Green Speed Delivery, Inc.
MP282117

APPLICATION OF INTENT REVIEW

1. Name, address, and license type(s) sought of the proposed License Applicant:

License Applicant Business Name: | Green Speed Delivery, Inc.
Proposed Location: 41 Exchange Street, Athol, MA 01331

2. Type of final license sought (if cultivation, its tier level and outside/inside operation):

License Type(s) Sought:
Marijuana Product Manufacturer

3. The license applicant is associated with the following license type(s):

Type Status Location
Marijuana Courier Application Submitted | Athol
Marijuana Delivery Operator | Application Submitted | Athol

4. List of all required individuals and their roles:

Individual Role
Nicholas Gomes Person Having Direct/Indirect Control / Capital Contributor
Sean Coleman Person Having Direct/Indirect Control

5. List of all required entities and their roles:
No other entity appears to have ownership or control over this license applicant business.
6. License Applicant’s Status:

Expedited Applicant (Social Equity Program Participant)
(Nicholas Gomes / 51% / SE305147)

Provisional License Executive Summary 1
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The license applicant and host community executed a Host Community Agreement (“HCA™)
on February 9, 2022. The license applicant submitted their application prior to March 1, 2024
and provided the required certification form.

The Commission received a municipal response from the host community on March 12, 2024
stating the applicant was in compliance with all local ordinances or by-laws.

The license applicant proposed the following goals for its Positive Impact Plan:

# | Goal

1 | The license applicant proposes to hire three (3) individuals from the following
Commission identified Areas of Disproportionate Impact: Fitchburg, Amherst, and
New Bedford and two (2) individuals who are MA Residents with Past Drug
Convictions.

2 | The license applicant proposes to contract with three (3) local residents and businesses
from the following Commission identified Areas of Disproportionate Impact:
Fitchburg, Amherst, and New Bedford.

BACKGROUND CHECK REVIEW

10.

11.

There were disclosures of any past civil or criminal actions, occupational license issues, or
marijuana-related business interests in other jurisdictions. None of the disclosures raised
suitability issues.

There were no concerns arising from background checks on the individuals or entities
associated with the application.

MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS PROFILE REVIEW

12.

13.

The license applicant submitted all required summaries of plans, policies, and procedures for
the operation of the proposed establishment. The summaries were determined to be
substantially compliant with the Commission’s regulations.

The license applicant proposed the following goals for its Diversity Plan:

# | Goal

1 | The license applicant proposes to hire the following: one (1) from each of the following
demographics: Women, People of color, particularly Black, African American,
Hispanic, Latinx, and Indigenous peoples, Veterans, Persons with Disabilities, and
LGBTQ+ People.

2 | The license applicant proposes to hire the following: one (1) from each of the following
demographics: Women, People of color, particularly Black, African American,
Hispanic, Latinx, and Indigenous peoples, Veterans, Persons with Disabilities, and

LGBTQ+ People.

Provisional License Executive Summary 2
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RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommend provisional licensure with the following conditions:

1.
2.

3.
4.

Final license is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with Commission regulations.
Final license is subject to inspection to ascertain compliance with applicable state laws, local
codes, ordinances or bylaws, and local licensing requirements.

The license applicant shall cooperate with and provide information to Commission staff.
Provisional licensure is subject to the payment of the appropriate license fee.

The license applicant has demonstrated compliance with the laws and regulations of the
Commonwealth and suitability for licensure. Therefore, the applicant is recommended for
provisional licensure.

Provisional License Executive Summary 3
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Marijuana Handlers™
DCCN462290

RESPONSIBLE VENDOR TRAINING (“RVT”) APPLICANT SUMMARY

1. Name, address, and contact information of the proposed RVT applicant:

Item Information
RVT Applicant Name Marijuana Handlers™
RVT Applicant d/b/a Name N/A
RVT Address 12005 Wilderness Road, Anchorage, AK 99516

RVT Business Phone Number | 800-484-5432
RVT Business Email Address | support@marijuanahandlers.com
RVT Business Website https://marijuanahandlers.com/

2. The RVT applicant has applied to provide a training program for the Delivery Core
Curriculum.

3. No owner, manager, or employee of the RVT applicant is a Person or Entity Having Direct or
Indirect Control of a Marijuana Establishment or Medical Marijuana Treatment Center. The
following is a list of all required individuals disclosed:

Individual Role
George Coleman Owner
Tara Coleman Controlling Person

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED TRAINING PROGRAM

4. The RVT applicant’s proposed program will be presented in a virtual format model.

5. The RVT applicant has demonstrated the following:
a. Verify the identification and certify completion of the program for each agent;
b. Track trainees' time needed to complete the course training;
c. Allow the trainees to ask questions of the RVT trainer; and
d. Evaluate each trainee's proficiency with course material.

RVT Executive Summary 1
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support@marijuanahandlers.com
https://marijuanahandlers.com/

6. The RVT applicant described its plan to maintain its training records at its principal place of
business including length of time for retention.

7. The RVT applicant outlined the attendees its training program intends to target, its recruitment
approach, and the objectives of its training program.

PROPOSED COURSE MATERIALS AND ATTACHMENTS

8. The RVT applicant submitted following required training and evaluation materials:

Delivery Core Curriculum Materials

1. Safely Conducting Deliveries

Safe Cash Handling Practices

Strategies for De-escalating Potentially Dangerous Situations

Securing Product Following any Instance of Diversion, Theft, or Loss of Finished
Marijuana Products

5. Collecting and Communicating Information to Assist in Investigations

6. Procedures for Checking Identification

7. Indications of Impairment

8. Notification to Consumers Regarding Use of Mandatory Recording Devices
9

1

Awin

. Testing Materials
0. Evaluation Materials

RECOMMENDATION

Commission staff recommends the RVT applicant listed above be approved for a two-year
certification to provide its training program with the following conditions:

1. The RVT applicant shall ensure all training materials reflect current Commission regulations.
2. The RVT applicant shall remain fully compliant with all applicable Commission regulations.

This recommendation is based on the review and evaluations of required materials and information
submitted to the Commission.

RVT Executive Summary 2
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Memorandum

To:  Commissioners Concepcion, Camargo, Roy and Stebbins
Cc:  Debra Hilton-Creek, Acting Executive Director
Michael Baker, Acting Deputy General Counsel
Steve Laduzinski, Associate General Counsel
Kate Flanagan, Executive Assistant
From: Andrew Carter, Acting General Counsel
Date: September 12, 2024
Subject: September 2024, Public Meeting - Tri-annual Review of Executive Session Minutes
— FOR INFORMATION

Summary Recommendation: As part of the Commission’s tri-annual review process of
executive session minutes,! the Legal Department reviewed and released sixteen sets of
executive session minutes not previously disclosed to the public, which are now awaiting a vote.

Below is a chronological list of executive session minutes, annotated with the purpose of the
meeting and the analysis for disclosure or withholding.

October 8, 2020. The Commission entered executive session under Purpose 7, which
allows the Commission to comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or
special law. In this executive session, the Commission discussed matters subject to the
Second Amended Protective Order (Protective Order) entered in the matter of United
States v. Jasiel F. Correia, Il & another, United States District Court for the District of
Massachusetts Criminal Action No. 18-cr-10364-DPW.

Recommendation: Withhold, because the minutes address matters subject to the
Protective Order, we recommend withholding the minutes.

November 19, 2020. The Commission entered executive session under Purpose 7, which
is described above, specifically to discuss matters subject to the protective order and that
involved Nature’s Medicine, Agricultural Healing, and Northeast Alternatives, Inc.

Recommendation: Withhold for the reason stated above.

! This process satisfies the Commission’s statutory obligations to review executive session minutes. G. L. c. 30A, §

22 () (1).
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June 23, 2022 - Present. The Commission entered executive session sixteen times under
Purpose 9, which allows the board to meet or to confer with a mediator, as defined in
G.L.c. 233,823C and G.L. c. 30A, 821. The Commission is relying on this purpose to
develop a governance charter.

Recommendation: Sixteen sets of executive session minutes have been released but not
yet voted on. Legal anticipates the minutes will be voted on at the next public meeting on
September 12, 2024.

Sept 14, 2023 - Present. The Commission entered executive session ten times under
Purpose 3, which allows Commissioners to discuss strategy with respect to litigation if an
open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body
and the chair so declares.

Recommendation: Withhold, because there is an ongoing need to protect the litigation
position of the Commission and discussing the content at an open session would have a
detrimental effect. Therefore, the Commission should withhold these minutes until the
Commission’s litigation position is not negatively impacted.

May 23, 2024, May 30, 2024, and June 13, 2024/Martha’s Vineyard. The Commission
entered executive session three times under Purpose 3, which allows the Commissioners
to discuss strategy with respect to litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental
effect on the litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares.

Recommendation: Disclose.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION
October 7, 2022

In-Person

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:

2022103 Draft Charter V4

Cannabis Control Commission Proposed Schedule and Project Milestones
Draft Cannabis Control Commission Outreach and Consultations Strategy
July 28, 2021, Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach Memorandum

In Attendance:

Chair Shannon O’Brien

Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Executive Director Shawn Collins
Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez

Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator Podziba) reviewed the work that had been completed
since the last executive session, noting the draft Outreach and Consultations Strategy and
Proposed Schedule and Project Milestones documents she had prepared.

Mediator Podziba began with the No. 5 in the Roles and Responsibilities section of the
Charter. Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) asked to review No. 5(b) as the
Commissioners set the goals. The Chair noted that section might be spiritual and asked if
the ED saw the bullet as duplicative. The ED suggested merging No. 2(a-b), with a
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review of the Commission’s performance evaluation process. Commissioner Concepcion
noted that the Commission’s performance evaluation process was not clear when she first
started and urged keeping the (b) bullet. The ED gave a historical overview of how the
process worked and noted the current process. Commissioner Roy explained her
understanding of the performance review process and asked if Commissioners had a
chance to provide feedback prior to the presentation of goals. The ED received feedback
from Commissioners in an informal and formal manner, and discussed his preference that
the performance evaluation process was handled in a formal manner. Mediator Podziba
discussed the need for clarity and proposed language to accommodate. The ED noted that
the formal opportunity to suggest goals was during the performance review. Mediator
Podziba asked if her proposed language provided relief to the sentiments. Commissioner
Camargo noted that Commissioner’s Roy comment was in terms of timing and explained
that both the ED’s and the Commissioner’s priorities need to be accommodated. In
response to Commissioner Roy’s query regarding the timing of the goals, the ED stated
that he has not begun work on this, but typically did so November or December each
year. Commissioner Roy asked if they should include “in the third quarter”.
Commissioner Camargo suggested to not be too specific and making a bullet regarding
operation, process, and timeline. The ED discussed clarifying that this process was tied to
the calendar-year and not fiscal year and how that would be helpful for the process. He
mentioned that the timeline aligns with the staff goal setting process. Mediator Podziba
proposed language related to timing. Commissioner Camargo proposed language related
to advising the ED in the 4™ quarter. The ED wanted to formalize the role of the
Commissioners and to clarify that Commissioners set the goals. Commissioner Roy asked
for clarification regarding how the process worked and the Chair noted the need to work
with the ED to set the goals. The ED noted that even if he disagreed that it would not
change the Commissioner’s right to have those goals. Mediator Podziba noted that not
everything that a Commissioner wanted to accomplish needed to be set into the ED goals.
The ED mentioned the need to be nimble. Mediator Podziba believed that number five
accomplished that need. Commissioner Stebbins proposed language to ED goal No. 1 and
noted that he was struggling with No. 2. The Chair echoed the ED’s previous comments.
The ED noted that there needed to be coordination to set ED goals. Commissioner Roy
provided a historical overview of how Commissioners set the ED’s goals. The ED
provided further background on how the process had worked. The Chair believed that the
process didn’t work because there was a lack of alignment. The ED agreed. The Chair
noted some current goals and asked how the ED preferred his goals to be formatted. The
ED preferred that his goals be aligned given the historical tension.

The Chair asked a follow-up question related to the metrics of how the goals should be
measured. The ED provided an example of how it was measured in the past. The Chair
asked how the ED painted a picture when the ED’s goals were broad. Commissioner Roy
provided an example of how the goals were structured but that she also preferred more
metric-oriented goals. The ED noted the process of taking the high-level goals and going
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to each department to ask what those goals mean to them. Commissioner Roy opined that
this was too broad and lofty. The Chair felt that the goal of creating a world class agency
seemed like a mission statement as opposed to a goal. The ED noted how the goal of
creating a world-class agency was implemented. Mediator Podziba confirmed the ED
needed the final approved goals before he could go to staff. The ED wanted the
Commissioners to have insight and input and explained the implementation process.
Mediator Podziba noted that the ED’s goals were voted on in a public session.
Commissioner Stebbins discussed the mid-year review meeting and the usefulness of
check-ins. The Chair wanted to establish goals that were measurable, as opposed to
arguable or lofty in nature. The ED responded that some goals were multi-year and
provided example on how lofty goals could still be measured by metrics. Commissioner
Roy urged that Commissioners have a voice in developing the goals. The Chair cited the
need to justify the budget requests, with an example of potentially limiting outreach to
different states. Mediator Podziba recited her understanding of the conversation and
proposed language. The Chair urged balance between box checking as well as setting
broader goals. She added she thought it was part of the communication and process that
they go through and noted everyone could have different definitions. Mediator Podziba
asked if box checking should be goals or be a part of the execution plan. The Chair
mentioned limitations imposed by the Open Meeting Law (OML) in this process. She
also noted the need to meditate. The ED noted his openness to discuss progress and
projects and bringing that to a public discussion. Commissioner Camargo noted this tied
into the agenda-setting process. Commissioner Roy suggested substituting “broad based”
in the first goal, for “strategic”. The ED noted that strategic seemed fair and noted the
role of the staff. The Chair echoed her comments related to definitions of measures of
success. The ED added that being a world class agency as it pertained to a state agency,
might be a different definition than best in the nation. He added that the proof was in their
success, that they can do both. Commissioner Roy noted the legislative mandate of being
cost neutral. The ED gave further clarity on the budgetary process and noted the
Commission’s revenue forecasting project. Commissioner Stebbins proposed some
language changes to goal No. 2 and asked if it was fair to call them ED goals instead of
Commission Goals when they are voted on.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba summarized from the last discussion that she would digest the
proposed changes from ED to Commissioner goals and would circle back.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Interactions Between and Among Commissioners and
Executive Director, Leadership Teams, and Staff section of the Charter. Commissioner
Stebbins provided further information on this section’s development. Mediator Podziba
noted that the subject tied into the previous topic of boundaries. Commissioner
Concepcion asked a question related to number three and the need to go through the ED
to interact with staff. Commissioner Roy mentioned the difference between a check-in
and needing staff support. Mediator Podziba noted there were a lot of clauses in the bullet
and then explained how the bullet was formatted. The Chair clarified some feedback on
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her understanding of the bullet. The ED noted how the tension had been felt in the past
and that he would prefer to be involved in the process as it related to the devotion of staff
resources. Commissioner Camargo mentioned things that she has done to engage others
and felt that the Commission might be moving away from historic tension. The ED noted
that he agreed with that approach and that his comment was more related to staff
resources and projects. The ED explained his hesitation to reach out to staff below the
department head (DH) level. Commissioner Concepcion said that she didn’t see that as
the same. The ED discussed the importance of the organizational chart.

Commissioner Roy related the implications of reaching out to staff during the public
meeting week. The ED provided further information related to how a public meeting
week worked and discussed the role of the legal department. Commissioner Roy provided
a situation where she reached out to the licensing department and asked how she should
have handled a previous situation related to a condition. The ED explained to her what
they could had done differently. Mediator Podziba asked if questions about licensing
conditions went to the Legal Department or would they go to the ED. The ED noted that
it spoke to the chaos of the public meetings and the attendant burden. Mediator Podziba
expressed that the Commissioners have direct access to the ED and DH, but not to other
staff.

The Chair remarked about staff interaction and engaging staff and observed that it might
be problematic. Commissioner Camargo provided insight about how the process had
worked and she wanted to reengage staff on the issue. Commissioner Camargo provided
reasons she had reached out to a DH. The ED asked Commissioner Camargo how she
would have handled a DH denying her request to participate in a staff meeting.
Commissioner Camargo responded that she had previously received a denial from a DH,
and it did not bother her. The ED illustrated how staff and Commissioner interaction
could be problematic. The Chair expressed that she understood the importance of
building rapport with staff and also desired to get an opportunity to talk with the people
on the front lines but to not interfere with the ED’s ability to do his job. Commissioner
Camargo related to what she had done for staff outreach and thought that staff might
want these interactions.

Mediator Podziba noted that the Commissioner’s role was isolating and asked where
Commissioner Camargo would draw the line. Commissioner Camargo noted that she
would not speak to staff unless she talked to their bosses and mentioned that she had
reached out to the ED to attend staff meetings. Commissioner Concepcion noted the
difference between social interactions that are non-work related, and staff meetings.
Commissioner Stebbins felt that the culture needed to shift and discussed that he already
had DH check-ins and would regularly check-in with ED as well. The Chair wanted to
ensure that the Commissioners were being respectful, and all Commissioners were being
fair and getting equal access. Commissioner Roy asked about chain of command
implications. Commissioner Concepcion noted that Commissioner Camargo’s approach
made sense and noted how it would work if all Commissioners would take the same
approach. Commissioner Camargo wanted to reengage staff and suggested that all
Commissioners take the same approach. The Chair noted that she thought it was a good
idea. Mediator Podziba asked how often the Coffee with Commissioners event should
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happen. The Commissioners stated every quarter and noted the previous structure of the
meetings. Commissioner Stebbins suggested focusing the discussion around how the
Commissioners want to interact with staff. Mediator Podziba relayed staff concerns
relative to tensions surrounding Commissioners engagement. Commissioner Roy noted
that she overcompensated the other way where she does not reach out to staff unless
necessary, and inquired about why staff does not reach out. The Chair asked how they
would make sure that the Commission was engaging and getting to know the frontline
people and having those opportunities to listen. The ED noted the utility of possibly
adding a mission statement at the beginning of the Charter. He compared the
Commissioners to five members of a board, and then considered how staff might take the
interaction with a “board member”. He believed he was most effective when he simply
conversed with staff. Commissioner Camargo mentioned that there was no Commissioner
handbook to learn how to conduct oneself. The Chair wanted to figure out corporate
governance and ways to conduct business like a board. The Chair added the need to
understand the conflict-of-interest law, their adjudicatory role, and how Commissioners
set policy. Commissioner Concepcion explained that she received outreach from external
sources frequently but wanted to get internal feedback regarding how Commissioners
were performing their work. Commissioner Concepcion asked a clarifying question
regarding staff support and The Chair clarified. Commissioner Roy noted that she had
previously requested to visit public labs. The ED noted that they must be careful when
visiting cannabis businesses because they are fraternizing with someone whose business
will end up before the board. The Chair inquired about fraternization and ethics training.
The ED stated he was referencing fraternization in an enforcement and administrative
procedure context. He related past circumstance and examples to illustrate his concerns.
Commissioner Concepcion asked about bias or the need for recusal on a license and how
that would operate. The ED drew an organizational chart for reference and how the
processes would work and expressed that bias must be avoided. Commissioner Camargo
raised the possibility of conducting a 30A training refresher course. Commissioner
Stebbins asked if No. 6 protected them and suggested they fold No. 9 into No. 6.
Mediator Podziba proposed language for No. 9.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba requested looping her into the conversation when the Commissioners
sought support or information from staff over the upcoming weeks.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Structural Mechanisms for Joint Commissioner and Staff
Work and provided background on the topic. The ED provided further background into
the topic and related the number of working groups, the number of contracts, and the next
steps they should take. The ED provided the example of an informal working group of
one which addressed advertising. Mediator Podziba explained how she laid out the
formal process. Commissioner Roy asked who the keeper of the records of Charter was
and who would help drafting. The ED noted that it lived on the intranet, and that
everyone had access to it. The Chair explained the importance of ensuring they were not
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taking the staff away from their goals. The ED discussed the need for resources and the
role of human resources.

The ED explained that the regulatory process informed the working group model and
mentioned the ministerial nature of some topics. Mediator Podziba commented that
external working groups were discussed in a later section. Commissioner Roy asked
which staff determined the Commissioners in a working group. She expressed the need
for transparency on which working groups existed and how a Commissioner would apply
to be on one. The ED noted that some working groups do not need a Commissioner on it
and that he would use his best judgment to choose the Commissioner who would serve.
Commissioner Roy proposed new language. The ED mentioned the secret shopper
working group and explained how Commissioner Concepcion became a part of the
working group. He also noted the implications of discussing the working group in a
public manner and that working groups were formed to complete a task. Mediator
Podziba noted that it sounded like working groups were (1) a way to internally manage
resources of staff and budget and (2) a way for Commissioners to express something they
wanted to work on and access staff resources; a possible way to address the issue is to try
to Charter a working group.

Mediator Podziba requested that the Commission hold off on the conversation about
external working groups until a later section. Commissioner Camargo believed that
external work groups were related to internal work groups in terms of how they
functioned, and the permission required beforehand for the Commissioners to participate.
Mediator Podziba asked the ED if the external and internal work groups were related.
The ED noted he thought they were two different things regarding staff resources being
devoted to it and the executed Charter.

Commissioner Stebbins requested edits to No. 1 regarding a word change and No. 5 to
allow for staff to move forward without the ED approval. Commissioner Camargo
reiterated that she wanted to discuss external working groups. Mediator Podziba noted
the discussion was for another section and she would make sure they reviewed.
Commissioner Concepcion and the Chair noted that it was related to the current
discussion. Commissioner Camargo recommended adding a section for external work
groups. The ED stated if they are going to be devoting any staff resources to any project
then they need to put structure to the project. He believed then no one in the future could
claim they did not receive notice. Mediator Podziba proposed changes to the language
related to internal and external members of a working group. The ED mentioned that he
was comfortable with the edits, as the Commission manages Commission resources, but
opined it would be beneficial to note all participants in the process. Commissioner
Concepcion explained it would also benefit Commissioners to have an understanding and
awareness on external working groups. The ED gave examples of using external
resources.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach section and
asked if it should also incorporate ideas for all governments including, municipal, and
federal. Commissioner Stebbins mentioned local control in the statute and Commissioner
Concepcion noted legislation. Commissioner Stebbins added it was not only legislative,
but it also involved the executive branch. Mediator Podziba explained that it sounded like
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it should be incorporated, but that it didn’t necessarily need to be spelled out.
Commissioner Stebbins discussed the Department of Government Affairs and Policy
(DGAP) role as it related to No. 6. Commissioner Camargo thought that it should be
spelled out. The ED proposed a change to No. 1. Commissioner Concepcion noted No.
7(c) and the possible need to refine further. She discussed how the process had worked as
an individual Commissioner. The ED mentioned the support mechanism, which helped
coordination with other Commissioners. Mediator Podziba asked if (c) should be deleted.
Commissioner Stebbins opined that he would be comfortable with deleting letter (c) and
he would be comfortable adding the ED to (a). Commissioner Concepcion stated how she
made clear when she was not speaking in her official role. Mediator Podziba noted that
(c) would be deleted and that DGAP should be folded into the provision. Commissioner
Stebbins thought the ED role should be folded into the process. The ED wanted to not
overstate his role and was mindful of occupying the right space. Commissioner
Concepcion proposed an idea for the ED to be folded into No. 7. Mediator Podziba
described how she planned to rewrite the language.

Mediator Podziba moved to the External Communications section of the Charter and
Commissioner Stebbins asked why No. 4 was there and commented that it seemed out of
place. Mediator Podziba provided clarity that she included the item in the draft because it
was raised at a previous meeting. The Chair approved of it being incorporated.

The Chair noted her disagreement with No. 5 especially as it related to not being able to
speak if you decide not to go first and noted scrum. She felt uncomfortable saying that
someone could not speak. Commissioner Concepcion and Commissioner Camargo
explained why they approved of the current scrum order and procedures. Commissioner
Roy gave an instance of where they would be able help one another out and noted they do
not have the ability to do that under the current process. The ED explained the reasonings
for adopting the approach. Commissioner Stebbins noted that the Commissioners could
choose not to participate in the scrum. The ED opined that the process should be
developed in a standard operating procedure and not worked into the Charter. The Chair
noted an example of where one of her statements did not go out and that there should be a
determination of who gets to decide what is personal to a Commissioner and what is
important to the Commission. The ED stated he already addressed this with her and he
agreed if a story is personal to a Commissioner, then the Communications team should be
available to support each of them. He added there were going to be instances where the
Commission’s interests align or do not align with an individual Commissioner’s
statements and he stressed that the Communications team should be involved. Mediator
Podziba noted that there may be times where a personal statement needed to be made,
and asked whether the Charter should incorporate that fact. The ED noted that there
might be a time where a personal statement could be a benefit and it could be detrimental.
He noted that sometimes the Commission’s interest and a Commissioner’s interest might
not align with each other. The ED explained that they needed to find a way to bake in
some discretion and strategy which is a collaborative effort. Commissioner Stebbins
proposed an edit to No. 9 regarding the Commission’s Communications team.
Commissioner Concepcion suggested that the language should not be so rigid in relation
to the Communications teams.
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e Commissioner Concepcion noted that there needed to be a notification process brought
into the discussion. She expressed frustration around not being notified ahead of time
when the Communications team was aware of a situation. The Chair noted the tragic
situation that had happened in Holyoke. Commissioner Concepcion mentioned
information leaking from the Commission. The ED noted past experiences and that he did
not want to create paranoia where it did not need to exist. He also explained that he did
not want to provide inaccurate or incomplete information to Commissioners. The Chair
mentioned crisis management. The ED reflected that he would not be aware of every
situation when an emergency dispatch was called and referenced procedures that delved
into an emergency process. The ED urged a proactive approach to external
communications in future sessions.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn the executive session.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien—Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:

20221106 Draft Charter V6
Discussion Items for Executive Session 7

In Attendance:

Chair Shannon O’Brien

Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Executive Director Shawn Collins
Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez

Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and the work that had been
completed since the last executive session.

Mediator Podziba began review of the Budgeting and Budgeting Process section of the
Charter and asked for feedback. Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) proposed an
amendment to No. 3(h) and pointed out the reference to the Governor and the budget in
No. 3(i), suggesting a language change there too. The Chair asked a question about No.
3(j) regarding how they agreed on a legislative outreach strategy. Mediator Podziba
referenced No. 3(e) and noted that the approval process was discussed in No. 3(g).
Commissioner Concepcion was concerned with the timing of getting the Governor the
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Commission’s request. The ED explained how the budget proposal was developed
previously at the Commission. The Chair wanted to draft language related to (1) the
Chair’s role in the process, and (2) the ED and the Chair directing the process. Mediator
Podziba queried about where to insert the proposed language. After discussions
concluded on this issue, Mediator Podziba read aloud the proposed language.
Commissioner Roy noted that Commissioners had historically been lobbied by staff and
asked the ED if they were trying to avoid that dynamic. The ED did not know if he could
prevent lobbying from staff but opined that the Charter helped identify the formal
budgeting process and mentioned intricacies in the process.

The Chair asked how the Commissioners could help manage the process. The ED hoped
that Commissioners would communicate with him in that regard. He explained how the
process would work if all requests from Department Heads (DH) were satisfied and
stressed the importance of a reasonable year to year budget. He mentioned what was
possible from the legislature and expressed he was working with staff on the subject. The
ED emphasized why workforce planning would be useful. Mediator Podziba echoed her
understanding of the discussion. The ED mentioned that he agreed with Commissioner
Concepcion’s comment regarding the timeline and the time crunch. Commissioner
Concepcion expressed that they might want to consider putting language into November
in terms of timing of the Governor’s budget. The Chair did not know if a legislative
strategy for the budget would help. The Commissioner Roy and Commissioner Camargo
described their understanding of legislative strategy. The Department of Government
Affairs and Policy roles in the process were cited.

Mediator Podziba noted that No. 3(e — h) all listed December dates and asked which
subsection they proposed to move to November. Commissioner Concepcion noted No.
3(g) was her biggest concern regarding the Public Meeting and requested it be moved to
November going forward. Commissioner Roy did not want the Commission to be the last
agency to lobby. Mediator Podziba asked for the ED’s feedback, and the ED described
the intricacies of the budget process.

The Chair asked if there was a possibility of having a public meeting between mid-
November and mid-December. The ED reviewed potential times to review the budget in
a Public Meeting in 2023. Mediator Podziba suggested that for No. 3(e — g) the language
read November/December for flexibility. Commissioner Concepcion suggested No. 3(j)
read as December as well. Mediator Podziba asked if the process described in No. 3(f)
was always done at a Public Meeting. The ED noted the importance of Department Head
(DH) feedback. Commissioner Stebbins stated that No. 3(d) allowed for staff feedback.
Mediator Podziba asked if No. 3(f) was still needed. The ED stated if they maintained the
edit for No. 3(d), then No. 3(f) would not be needed. Commissioner Concepcion wanted
to integrate some of the language in No. 3(f) into No. 3(d). Commissioner Stebbins
mentioned balancing Commissioner and staff feedback and noted that No. 3(d) could be
used as a preparation meeting. The ED opined about potential problems if the process
described in No. 3(f) were to happen in December. The ED mentioned the staff’s
preference to get the ED’s feedback first. Mediator Podziba confirmed the process
happened in (d) and (f). Commissioner Concepcion mentioned it also happened in (b).

C



The ED proposed an edit to (p). Commissioners and the ED discussed whether a process
for amending the budget should be addressed in the Charter and the ED suggested adding
“that anticipates the budgetary lifecycle” to No. 3(e) to allow for flexibility in strategy
when requesting an amendment.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Accountability, Checks and Balances section of
the Charter and noted that it had been reviewed by the Chief People Officer (CPO). She
asked if No. 3 should be removed. The Chair noted that it was covered by the enhanced
code of ethics training and expressed the need for Commissioners to fully understand
their ethical obligations. She also suggested that an annual refresher would be helpful.
Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on No. 6(f) regarding and whether the Chair and
the ED needed to be unified in notifying Commissioner’s appointing authorities.
Mediator Podziba noted why the CPO took this disciplinary section out. The Chair
observed the role of the CPO in mediation and expressed the need to have an escalation
process. Mediator Podziba saw that the Charter referenced the employee handbook. The
ED explained how the process would play out at the staff level. Mediator Podziba asked
how the process would work at the Commissioner level. The ED noted differences due to
the statute and Commissioner Roy discussed the appointing authority’s role.
Commissioner Camargo mentioned how the process would play out in a
Commissioner/staff disagreement. The ED sought to understand his role in the process,
his need to insulate the Commissioners from the ED role, and their ability to contact the
appointing authority. He endorsed establishing a paper trail before the ED went to the
appointing authority. Mediator Podziba noted No. 6(b) and asked whether
Commissioners should receive notice at the outset or at the conclusion of an
investigation. The ED discussed mechanics regarding complaints. The ED explained that
in the example of a criminal allegation like bribery, he would not notify that
Commissioner. Mediator Podziba stated that she would get feedback from the CPO and
proposed language regarding notifications. Commissioner Concepcion added the way the
language was written did not necessarily align with the reality of investigations. Mediator
Podziba mentioned the possibility of a new No. 6(a) for notification and No. 6(b) for the
conclusion; she asked what happens at the end of the investigation. The ED urged
integrating language regarding the need to notify other Commissioners. Mediator Podziba
noted the role of the ED, the Chair, and General Counsel in terms of notification.
Commissioner Roy and Mediator Podziba proposed language to amend No. 6(b).

The ED also noted the need to include language related to the complainant, the need to
insulate that person, and inform them of the result of the investigation. The ED noted
intricacies in determining what actions taken at the Commissioner level and how that
differed at the staff level. Mediator Podziba felt the CPO determined if the investigated
Commissioner should be subject to disciplinary action. The ED answered that the CPO
had authority to work with Commissioners to investigate in that circumstance.
Commissioner Concepcion urged for the workforce to be protected, separate and aside
from what the appointing authority has authority over. The Chair opined that mediation
would help here.

Commissioner Camargo did not believe that mediation would be fully helpful when for
instance, staff had complaints regarding Commissioners. The ED noted the limits on him
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in terms of enforceability and also similar limits on the human resources director. The
Chair felt that there was a need to communicate with the appointing authority. The ED
related his conversations with the Attorney General’s office and outside counsel.
Commissioner Roy noted the role of a tribunal. The ED mentioned the multiple
appointing authorities, and also the potential of a future Commissioner acting like they
were untouchable. Mediator Podziba returned to what the ED could do to protect staff
from Commissioners and in creating those boundaries. The ED noted a previous instance
of how the process worked and how the implementation proved detrimental.
Commissioner Roy noted the usefulness of annual training for Commissioners and
suggested potentially keeping a mediator on retainer. Mediator Podziba noted the option
of establishing an Ombuds office.

Mediator Podziba went on to review No. 6(f). Commissioner Roy noted that one person
should not have all the authority. The Chair noted the role of a Secretary. Commissioner
Roy added the need for a tie breaker if two people could not agree. The ED expressed
hesitancy with giving two Commissioners the potential to override an administrative
decision. The Chair noted observations with other entities and the role that outside
counsel played in the process. The ED stated that the Commission had used outside
counsel, and he relayed their involvement in previous investigations.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba asked for further feedback on the Accountability, Checks and Balances
section. Commissioner Roy asked Mediator Podziba about No. 6(f) and Mediator
Podziba clarified that the Chair and Executive Director would notify appointing
authorities of complaints and would defer to outside counsel if they disagreed.
Commissioner Concepcion asked whether there should be limitations on a
Commissioner’s access to staff resources who was not removed but had been reported.
Mediator Podziba language to indicate that the ED and Chair could reallocate staff to be
protective of them and other Commissioners.

The discussion moved to No. 6(h) and whether it should be stricken. Mediator Podziba
noted that the CPO had requested the proposed edit. Commissioner Concepcion
mentioned a lack of language concerning when they would be notified about removal and
Mediator Podziba stated she would clarify that point.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Professional Development section of the Charter and
requested feedback. The Chair mentioned the difference between recusals or filing
disclosures. Commissioner Roy stated that this section was not clear as to how the ethics
training was conducted. Mediator Podziba proposed an edit to indicate that the
Commission would provide the ethics training and no Commissioners objected.
Mediator Podziba moved to the Charter Adoption and Review section of the Charter and
asked for feedback. The ED proposed an edit to No. 1 changing it from all
Commissioners to three Commissioners because, when the section was previously
discussed, the proposal was to be ratified by all Commissioners. The ED mentioned that
he should not get a vote. Mediator Podziba asked if No. 1 should be ratified by a
consensus of the Commissioners. Commissioner Stebbins asked if No. 1 should be

C



developed further. Mediator Podziba asked if everyone was in consensus and the
Commissioners agreed.

Mediator Podziba provided further clarity on the proposed Charter adoption and review
process. Mediator Podziba read aloud the proposed language. Mediator Podziba stated
they would need to get emergency review on a public meeting agenda and vote on it. The
ED mentioned Roberts’s Rules of Order (RROO) and opined about the process of
forming subcommittees to review policies. The ED stated it could go in No. 3 or it could
also build off No. 5 and proposed language. Mediator Podziba proposed language related
to appointing of a sub-committee. The Chair she did not want to create a false expectation
in staff that this is an open process.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba started by reviewing all the sections of the Charter and went on to
discuss the Purpose section. The Chair thought that the section was good and in the right
place.

Mediator Podziba then discussed the Background section. The ED proposed a language
change and noted that No. 1 was the Commission’s mission statement. Commissioner
Roy mentioned the statutory mandate to develop public awareness campaigns. Mediator
Podziba noted that Commissioner Roy’s edits would be found in another section. The ED
noted a language change on No. 7 regarding G. L. c. 94I.

Mediator Podziba went on to discuss Roles and Responsibilities, the work that had been
done on this section, and then asked for feedback. The ED opined that No. 1(g)
referenced Commissioner Roy’s suggestion regarding the statutory mandate to develop
public awareness campaigns. The ED also mentioned No. 1(d) and felt that the
Commission did not consider changes of location. Commissioner Concepcion noted that
this authority was delegated to the ED. Mediator Podziba proposed language, and the ED
modified this language. Mediator Podziba noted the ED comments, mentioned proposed
language, and observed consensus between the Commissioners. Mediator Podziba raised
the language in No. 1(d) and asked for any suggestions. The ED discussed No. 1(e) and
explained the reasoning behind his proposed changes. Commissioner Concepcion wanted
to include language about taking goals into consideration when approving the budget.
The ED noted he would tie in Commission’s strategic priorities to the budget. The Chair
proposed changes to No. 1(e)(v) and distinguished between the budget and the ED’s
goals. Commissioner Concepcion stated that she agreed with the ED’s proposed
language, which the ED then reiterated. Commissioner Roy asked a question related to
the ED Goals and how he was evaluated. Mediator Podziba noted the two changes and
asked for any other changes.

Meditator Podziba went on to review No. 2 regarding the Commission Chair, noting the
edits thereto and solicited feedback. Commissioner Concepcion asked a question related
to (d) and Commissioner Stebbins believed that another Commissioner could call for a
vote; he then asked who records it and proposed a language change related to ascertain
the vote. Commissioner Stebbins also proposed a change to No. 2(f) to include
“ascertain.” Mediator Podziba noted her reasoning behind adding the word
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“Commissioner” in No. 2(f) and Commissioner Concepcion noted that “Commission”
would be more appropriate in No. 2(f). The Chair proposed a change to No. 2(j) to
include the ED, to which the ED agreed. Commissioner Concepcion added that it should
mirror what was included in the budget section. Commissioner Roy mentioned No. 2(k)
and the ED agreed that the provision should include internal communications.

The Chair asked about the effective date of the regulations being on November 9" and
the ED stated that it would be discussed at an upcoming public meeting.

Commissioner Roy asked for edification around work and project assignments. She
further asked how it would function if several Commissioners wanted to be a part of a
working group. Commissioner Stebbins noted that he did not think of working groups as
it related to No. 2(k). The ED opined that No. 2(h) would change the role of the Chair of
the Cannabis Advisory Board (CAB). Mediator Podziba asked if everyone was
comfortable with the edits to No. 2(k). The ED asked how they would find ways to
preserve the Chair’s authority to manage assignments. Commissioner Concepcion noted
that the edit codified the process. The ED mentioned consultation with Commissioner’s
vote and added there was no formal liaising to the CAB. He added that the CAB was its
own independent entity to advise the Commission and there was no statutory mandate for
the Commission to oversee the CAB. Mediator Podziba asked if No. 2(h) accommodated
for the CAB, and a further discussion about the CAB ensued. Mediator Podziba asked
how Commissioners came to serve on subcommittees. Commissioner Concepcion noted
the way No. 2(f) was constructed and asked if the structure worked for No. 2(h). The
Chair noted the possibility of noninterest and the need to fill the role. Mediator Podziba
proposed language for No. 2(h). Commissioner Stebbins mentioned that the conversation
could happen at a public meeting. The Chair was concerned about structure. Mediator
Podziba proposed language.

Mediator Podziba went on to review No. 3, and there were no requested edits.

Mediator Podziba went forward to review No. 4, The Commission Secretary section.
Mediator Podziba noted a question related to No. 4(c) regarding the legal department.
Commissioner Stebbins stated his reasoning behind adding the section. The Chair noted
that she initially saw this section as the Chair, but she understood why it was under the
Secretary role. The ED stated that the Secretary was responsible for ensuring the
Commissioners were involved in the trainings. Mediator Podziba asked if “required” or
“requested” was a better word for the section. Mediator Podziba proposed some changes
to the language and added that it should be in conjunction with the legal department.
Mediator Podziba suggested “convene” would be preferable to “facilitate.” She explained
why No. 4(g) was included.

Mediator Podziba discussed No. 5, The Executive Director section. Commissioner
Stebbins proposed a language change for No. 5(b), and Mediator Podziba agreed. The ED
proposed a change to No. 5(h) and noted his reasoning behind the proposed edits.
Commissioner Roy noted that the ED represented the Commission at a national level and
asked if that should be incorporated in the section. Commissioner Roy asked how the ED
would function if cannabis became rescheduled. Commissioner Stebbins discussed
external stakeholders. The ED mentioned language included in the Communications
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section and Commissioner Camargo discussed the ED evaluation. The ED provided an
example of when Maine requested that he testify regarding their medical program and
noted that his approach might not have been the approach that a future ED would take.
Mediator Podziba asked if the ED wanted to include language to that aspect. The ED
noted that the Charter made the role of Commissioner seem very bureaucratic and
commented that there was more to the role. Mediator Podziba mentioned the role of the
job description. The ED stated most of the description was pulled out of the statute and
mentioned he thought discussion on policy development and advice was missing. He also
proposed changes to No. 5(c) and (d). Mediator Podziba proposed language.
Commissioner Concepcion asked if the new No. 5(c) could folded into the national
conferences. Commissioner Stebbins added that in that aspect the ED served as the
subject matter expert. Commissioner Roy asked how they would keep it in line with the
goals of the Commission. Mediator Podziba noted that when hiring the next person would
need to be a subject matter expert. The ED suggested if they did not, then they would not
represent the Commission. Mediator Podziba proposed language and also asked if the
will of the Commission would suffice. The Commissioners confirmed.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Public Meeting Agenda Setting section and asked
if there needed to be any edits to the section. Commissioners discussed possibility of the
new business section of public meetings being built into the process in No. 2(f) was
discussed. Commissioner Camargo noted they had not voted on the process.
Commissioner Stebbins wanted to revisit the topic before it was discussed in
Governance, noting that there was a possibility of including it into a new section. The ED
identified the source of the topic and observed how the process had helped in the past; he
also proposed some language. Commissioner Stebbins mentioned he believed it could be
baked into No. 2(f). Commissioner Stebbins noted the opportunities to ask about an item,
or for it to be included on future agendas and expressed that the agenda should not be
used as a weapon. Mediator Podziba proposed language to No. 2(f), to which
Commissioner Concepcion and Commissioner Stebbins agreed.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba went on to discuss the Executive Director Goals section and the
Commission did not request any changes.

Mediator Podziba went on to review the Interactions Between and Among
Commissioners and Executive Director, Leadership Teams and Staff section. After a
brief review of sections, Mediator Podziba started with number four, asking if the
Commissioners approved the edits. Commissioner Concepcion asked if DH and direct
reports (DR) were different; the ED noted that the CPO was also a DR and that the Chief
Financial Accounting Officer was not a DR. Commissioner Roy asked if (1) the status of
DR changed and (2) the list of DR changed, would that limit the ED’s ability to change
DR. Mediator Podziba proposed language. The ED noted that the Director of Research
(DOR) reports to the Chief Operating Officer (COQ). The Chair asked about potentially
adding the DOR as a DR; the ED noted the rub with that amendment. The ED replied to
the Chair asking how Commissioners should communicate with the DOR and whether
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they should work with the COO directly. Commissioner Concepcion noted
Commissioner Roy’s comments related to the changes in structure and title. The ED
noted he had only restructured once.

Mediator Podziba asked how to funnel requests for staff resources. The role of the
Executive Assistant was discussed, particularly after a Commissioner asked for resources.
The ED noted how requests for staff resources had worked in the past and mentioned
some of the issues. Commissioner Concepcion expressed how she had handled asking
DR for resources and asked whether that was the best approach. The ED thought that it
was and explained why. The ED stated that Commissioners requests may come back to
him but sometimes not as intended. Commissioner Roy asked to who IT reported. The
ED answered that they report to the COO. The ED mentioned the helpdesk for immediate
feedback regarding technological support.

Commissioner Camargo inquired about receiving the list of staff-identified topics. The
ED felt that the problem in that instance was not at the Commissioner level but at the
staff level. Commissioner Camargo noted No. 4 and how staff could interpret that bullet
point. Commissioner Stebbins mentioned they may need to talk to someone about an
agenda item, and he hoped the ED would be comfortable with that outreach. The Chair
noted that the tension when trying to get quick answers to questions.

Mediator Podziba discussed the Commissioner’s desire for quicker answers to easy
questions. The ED perceived the request as more complex than the Commissioner
realized when asking the question and he reminded Commissioners of the importance of
staff providing the right answer. The ED noted that Commissioners could go directly to a
DH such as the Director of Government Affairs. Commissioner Roy suggested that they
be mindful of real-world exceptions. Mediator Podziba proposed some language changes
to No. 4. The Chair stressed that people need to return phone calls and fix the culture.
Mediator Podziba discussed intricacies in the proposed change to No. 4, and also
reviewed exceptions to No. 4. The ED suggested that DH need to be informed when a
communication was requested from their staff. The ED observed that direct
communications with staff potentially involves circumventing that staff member’s
superiors.

Commissioner Roy noted the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Access and Equity Groups
presentation, asking if this was a preferred method. The ED said the presentation was
handled in this way in response to a historical issue. The discussion then centered around
when and why Commissioner’s requests for information were denied. A hypothetical was
posed regarding needing information that only the staff had, but which Commissioners
could not otherwise obtain; and how this situation was actually handled. Mediator
Podziba discussed situations when a Commissioner could not go to a DH.

Commissioner Roy introduced the topic of conducting tours to licensees. The Chair
mentioned difficulty in being both in an adjudicatory and policy role. Commissioner
Concepcion voiced that they were trying to work in accordance with the team.
Commissioner Stebbins mentioned how he had handled tours in the past. The ED
cautioned that wherever they toured a facility, that licensee’s and their issues would
inevitably end up on an agenda and reminded them of their need to remain impartial.

8
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Mediator Podziba asked for feedback in terms of No. 5. Commissioner Camargo asked
Mediator Podziba to review No. 4. Mediator Podziba reviewed No. 4 and asked if No. 5
and No. 6 were still necessary. In reference to No. 4, the ED mentioned that he did not
know what “staff support” meant.

Mediator Podziba asked if Commissioners where comfortable with No. 6. Commissioner
Concepcion mentioned that she did not know what “long term engagement” meant.
Mediator Podziba explained why No. 6 was originally included, and again asked if No. 5
and No. 6 could be eliminated. The ED noted a situation where No. 5 could be useful.
Commissioner Camargo mentioned an example of a meeting request. Commissioner
Stebbins noted culture and explained that staff should feel free to push back.

Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on Nos. 5 and 6. Commissioners and the ED
discussed the how to best request staff resources. The ED observed how one meeting
could often result in multiple meetings. Mediator Podziba understood that not everything
would be a one-time engagement. The Commission agreed to eliminate No. 6.

Mediator Podziba asked if in No. 8 the language should read (1) working group or (2)
project charters or (3) working groups. The ED explained the internal regulatory context
for working groups, and that every project received a project charter. Mediator Podziba
and the ED agreed for the purpose of the Charter, the term used would be “project
charters.”

Mediator Podziba discussed the next steps, the role of a virtual meeting and outreach and
consultation. The Commissioners discussed the upcoming meetings and processes.
Mediator Podziba discussed job descriptions for the Commissioners and the ED. She
proposed she would take what was in the roles and responsibilities section to produce job
descriptions and would send those out for their feedback.

I11. Adjournment

Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn executive session.
Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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June 23, 2022
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In-Person with Remote Participation via Microsoft Teams

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e June 23, 2022, Cannabis Control Commission Mediation Session Agenda.
e June 23, 2022, Cannabis Control Commission Draft Scope of Issues.
e June 23, 2022, Mediator Podziba Cannabis Control Commission PowerPoint.
e Massachusetts Pension Reserves Investment Management Board Charter

In Attendance:

e Chair Sarah Kim
Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
Executive Director Shawn Collins
Legal Assistant Sabiel Rodriguez
Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba
(Mediator Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

e Mediator Podziba asked all parties involved to review wants and expectations, and
the Commissioners and Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) expressed their
gratitude that the process was taking place and their expectations that an enduring
positive process would be realized through their efforts. Mediator Podziba presented
context and background regarding public policy mediation, what to expect in the
process, and next steps.
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Mediator Podziba asked what the parties understood about the Charter. The ED noted
that a Charter is a governing document that sets expectations of an agreement, and
that a Charter sets an expectation of how to tackle unexpected situations. He also
stated that it allows all parties to be on the same page as it sets rules and expectations.
The Chair mentioned that a Charter would help Commissioners understand their
responsibilities and set a job description for the Secretary and a Treasurer. She
commented that a Charter would allow for better accountability. Commissioner
Concepcion noted that a Charter would also allow for the Commission to operate
when something unexpected happens. Commissioner Camargo explained that a
Charter would help Commissioners when conflict arose and stated the positive impact
on culture that a Charter would bring. Commissioner Stebbins agreed with the need
for a Charter and mentioned that the Charter also had benefits for staff. Commissioner
Roy explained that it would be helpful to review organizational charts. Mediator
Podziba noted a possible new position as a Commissioner Liaison. She also explained
that the written goal would be to produce a Charter and a job description for
Commissioners. She provided background and historical aspects of what constituted
complimentary goals. Further, she expressed general agreement of the need for a
Charter and for job descriptions. Mediator Podziba provided further context into what
encompassed a complimentary goal. Commissioner Concepcion commented that
Commissioners are seen as a floating body that is not connected to the staff and
discussed the residual effects of the previous culture. The ED noted the historical
aspects which had affected interactions between staff. Mediator Podziba suggested
that staff feedback on the Charter would help model interactions between staff and
Commissioners. Commissioner Roy commented that she interacted with the same
handful of staff daily and wanted thoughts on if that was the most productive practice.
Mediator Podziba noted that further clarity on roles would help. The ED mentioned
that the Commission staff were energized, and staff involvement would help the
Charter. Commissioner Concepcion discussed challenges that the ED faced and
expressed a need for the Charter to empower the ED. Commissioner Camargo noted
the challenges met by the previous cohorts of Commissioners and discussed the
residual effects of culture. Mediator Podziba noted that a system was previously
created and the challenges due to the previous system. Commissioner Camargo
mentioned that many of the people who work at the Commission came from state
government and Commissioner Roy noted the challenges of a virtual environment.
The ED provided a historical aspect of how the previous cohort of Commissioners
created culture. Mediator Podziba discussed the process for establishing the scope of
issues and noted that the Chair shared a job description and a Charter that could be
used as a reference. The Chair commented that the job description and Charter that
she provided to Mediator Podziba are public records.

Mediator Podziba asked all parties to comment about who should be a participant in
these discussions in addition to the principals. Commissioner Stebbins noted the
Commissions structure and the need to talk to department heads and staff. The ED
mentioned his work as it related to his direct reports and how he would handle the
assignment of directing culture. Commissioner Roy commented that Commissioners
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are insulated from information around culture. Commissioner Camargo asked a
clarifying question and Mediator Podziba clarified that her question is related to how
the Commission should engage staff as they work to develop a job description and
Charter. Commissioners and the ED noted the need to engage staff and solicit their
feedback during this governance process. Mediator Podziba asked how often the
Commission should meet and Commissioner Camargo noted her desire to hold full,
day-long meetings. Commissioner Roy asked how long Mediator Podziba expected
the process would take. Mediator Podziba noted that timing depends on the scope of
the Charter. Commissioner Camargo mentioned the major transition that could
happen as there is not a permanent Chair, and that bills are currently making their
way through the statehouse. She also stated her desire to focus on this process for the
next few months. The Chair noted that she agreed with Commissioner Camargo on
timing. Commissioner Stebbins suggested that the Commission could benefit from
the Chair’s expertise. Commissioner Roy mentioned that once the HCA process was
in the purview of the agency that the Commission’s review of the contracts would be
a heavy burden. Commissioner Camargo agreed and suggested the timeline should be
discussed. Mediator Podziba asked how long the Chair expected to be in the seat, and
the Chair answered that she is unclear but expected to be in the seat until July 3,
2022.

Mediator Podziba asked thoughts on possible different schedules. The Chair
mentioned that there were items that could be done before the new Chair joined the
Commission. Mediator Podziba noted there were aspects of the Charter that could be
accomplished prior to onboarding the new Chair. Commissioner Camargo gave an
overview of the schedule and noted that the 4™ week of July would work.

Mediator Podziba asked what the Commission would prefer in terms of scheduling.
Commissioner Camargo reiterated her preference to have multiple full-day meetings,
which was agreed upon by the ED, Commissioner Stebbins and Commissioner
Concepcion.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba requested that the Commission define the scope of Issues, Roles,
and Responsibilities. Mediator Podziba suggested topics like interaction with the
advisory board, decision making, and emergency actions.

Commissioner Roy asked why department heads were not included in the Charter and
mentioned an interaction she had with a department head’s rules and responsibilities.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that the ED should have the purview of the
department heads. Commissioner Stebbins mentioned that staff are not governed by
statutory authority. Commissioner Concepcion noted the ED’s job descriptions. The
ED discussed the historical aspect of hiring and how it was informally delegated to
him. He noted that he hoped they can manage staff interactions and responsiveness in
a positive way. Commissioner Roy asked if department heads had the power to allow
when Commissioners can meet with staff. The ED noted this is not a policy in any
written way and unfortunately it would likely be a case-by-case basis. Mediator
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Podziba asked that when the Commission was working to define the scope of rules
and responsibilities of the ED that this process would be built into that section. The
Chair asked for clarity on the issues listed on draft and if those topics are going into a
Charter and/or job descriptions and Mediator Podziba noted that these issues will be
discussed.

Commissioner Camargo asked about the role of the appointing authorities as they
governed the Commissioners and asked if it could be added to the Charter, and
Mediator Podziba stated it can be put on the list and through discussion it can be
determined if it is needed on the Charter. The Chair noted that appointing authorities
are governed by statute. Commissioner Concepcion noted that Commissioners should
build flexibility into the plan.

Mediator Podziba called the Commissioners attention to revisions and said that she
noted required revisions. Commissioner Concepcion asked a question regarding the
need to have a regulatory system be resolved in the governance process. Mediator
Podziba noted that it was included in the draft scope of issues. The ED explained the
historical aspect of the tension that previously existed as it related to the promulgation
of regulations. Commissioner Roy asked a clarifying question regarding the historical
aspects and the ED provided further historical context. Commissioner Concepcion
asked a clarifying question related to the need for the topic. The Chair recommended
referencing regulatory review in the Charter for clarification, while the ED noted that
the Commission did not yet have a process in place as it related to the regulatory
review process.

Mediator Podziba stated that there is a need to define the scope for regulatory change
but maybe not for this project. Commissioner Concepcion agreed with the need.
Mediator Podziba noted that they will need to work to define roles and responsibility
as it related to the regulatory process.

Mediator Podziba discussed next steps and deliverables.

I11. Adjournment

Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn the executive session.
Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair Kim — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).
e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the agenda and asked all parties involved to go
over their goals and expectations. She noted the current confirmed calendared dates.
e Mediator Podziba moved to review and revise ground rules. After a brief discussion, she
identified December 2022, as the target date for governance work to conclude. Mediator

C

(774) 415-0200 | MassCannabisControl.Com | Commission@CCCMass.Com




Podziba asked if the Commissioners preferred to work by consensus as opposed to by a
vote and discussed considerations relative to the Open Meeting Law (OML). Mediator
Podziba noted that the Commission could work by consensus, but she explained the
Commissioners must vote in public session to finalize the document.

Mediator Podziba provided an overview of the agenda-setting process. Commissioners
discussed the definition of “Commission” and Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED)
suggested that the Massachusetts Gaming Commission (MGC) might provide the best
guidance in this area. Commissioner Stebbins noted that at the MGC, the Commission
referred to the agency. The Chair stated her agreement with that approach and suggested
that they could be referred to as Commissioners and the Commission as the agency. The
ED noted the tension between the Chair and the Commission. Mediator Podziba offered
the possible usage of capital “C” and lowercase “c” to differentiate between the
Commission as an agency and the Commissioners.

Mediator Podziba noted the process of disclosing the Executive Session minutes. The ED
stated that at any time someone can challenge the withholding of such minutes and
provided background on the process. The Chair mentioned the implications of interim
agreements between the Commissioners and the need to bring that into public session.
Mediator Podziba noted that the Commission can come into tentative agreements before a
public vote. Commissioner Roy noted the need to define terms on ground rules.
Commissioner Concepcion asked a question relating to OML and Public Records Laws
and the implications of the need to vote in public. Mediator Podziba noted that the
General Council provided the language for the documents and explained the process used
for Public Meetings.

Mediator Podziba asked a question related to the agenda for the mediation process and
the implications on the OML. Commissioner Roy asked if she could send notes to an
Executive Assistant or the ED and inquired about the implications of serial
communications. The ED noted that that type of communication was not allowed as it
constituted a serial communication and the Chair disagreed with that conclusion.
Mediator Podziba asked if, at an open meeting, a topic could be discussed to set the
agenda. Commissioner Stebbins noted that it might be in compliance with the OML but
that he would be hesitant to taking such an approach. The ED stated that the agenda was
not published. The Chair asked if the agenda was broad and discussed the need for
benefits that can be more defined. Mediator Podziba noted that she could modify the
agenda for upcoming Executive Sessions to make it less broad. The ED voiced that the
Commissioners might be defining the agenda too narrowly and commented on the ability
to discuss topics more broadly. Mediator Podziba explained that the agenda would be in
the Executive Session discussion items and the ED cautioned against Commissioners
discussing the Charter outside of Executive Session. Mediator Podziba encouraged
Commissioners to contact her with any concerns related to conversations that occur in
mediation and that she may caucus with one or two Commissioners to address issues that
they have a particular interest in. After a discussion, the Chair noted the need to keep
conversations confidential. The ED stated the need to keep serial communication to a
minimum. Mediator Podziba asked if she needed to let everyone know when
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communicating with the General Counsel and the ED noted that its fine as long as it was
kept confidential.

The ED focused on the word “seat” in the mission statement. He discussed the cultural
shift in the definition of the word “seat,” including the need to tie it into the culture of the
Commission and the need to further define what the word meant. Commissioner Roy
asked whether there was a need to define the capacity of Commissioners and noted the
need for a separate Chair document regarding roles.

Mediator Podziba reviewed and revised the draft process design work plan and asked if
there was an agreement that the Commissioners have a full plate of responsibilities.
Commissioner Stebbins stated the Commissioners have shared responsibilities.
Commissioner Camargo added they were hired due to their expertise, and all need to use
their respective lenses. Mediator Podziba noted that the Commissioner job description
can have generic language. The ED stated that they could clearly lay out the roles and
assigned tasks in the job description. Commissioner Camargo noted the implications of
race and stated that it was not just her, but all Commissioners were interested in
furthering social equity. Commissioner Roy asked if statutory language could be included
in the job description. The ED expressed a desire to revisit the conversation and make an
explicit decision. Mediator Podziba stated that she would modify the last sentence of the
Ground Rules.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba asked to review the Process Design Work Plan and asked if there were
questions. She mentioned that she would revise the product portion of the process design
work plan to remove “Chair” and add “Corporate Governance”. She discussed the
possibility of revising the job descriptions of the ED, Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer
were explored. Commissioner Camargo asked if Mediator Podziba was going to remove
the word Chair from the product and it remained after a discussion with Commissioner
Concepcion objecting to the removal. Mediator Podziba stated that she had never
personally done graphics or organizational charts but could do so in this governance
mediation; she then discussed the ability to review the product portion of the process
design work plan. Mediator Podziba agreed to modify the paragraph pertaining to
outreach and consultation.

Commission Roy asked the ED if the MGC governance document was public; the
Gaming Commission had not drafted a formal governance document and Commissioner
Stebbins noted the informal nature of the governance structure.

Commissioner Concepcion asked a question related to the Trusted Information
paragraph. Mediator Podziba noted that she was trying to find other examples of
governance, and that if people find useful examples or information, that they should share
it with the group. The Chair noted Boston’s city Charter. Commissioner Stebbins
suggested the school committee Charter was another good example to consider.
Commissioner Concepcion asked for a change in the Trusted Information paragraph.
Commissioner Roy asked a clarifying question regarding the Prior Activities paragraph.
Mediator Podziba mentioned that the information was synthesized in the Charter and the
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assessment dynamics. Commissioner Roy requested that this paragraph be modified, and
Mediator Podziba made this modification. Mediator Podziba asked if Commissioners
would be willing to modify the timeline to finalize governance documents to December.
Ultimately, the Governance structure would be posted, and the ED stated that it will be a
public document on the website, intranet, and potentially in onboarding packets. Mediator
Podziba noted she would revise the documents to incorporate the Commission’s
requested comments.

Mediator Podziba explained that Dynamics by Theme was what was contributing to the
functionality of how things ran. Commissioner Roy requested a change to the language in
the first theme, while Commissioner Concepcion requested a change to the language in
the second theme. Mediator Podziba confirmed that the themes incorporated the
sentiments of staff and other Commissioners.

Commissioner Roy asked clarifying questions regarding the fifth goal, productive
organizational interactions and asked if the Commissioners could have less firewalls of
staff. The ED opined that he is the formal firewall, providing further clarity on how this
would work, with reference to the 30A quasi-judicial administrative process policy. The
Chair mentioned the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission Chair for comparison
purposes and discussed interactions and the implications of the OML. The ED mentioned
the Order to Show Cause and noted the implications of prejudicing the Commission.
Commissioner Camargo requested adding another theme related to a gray area, and the
need for Commissioners to review the themes and bring back suggestions. Commissioner
Roy asked a question regarding the ability to vote on licenses, and if the ED could
remove a licensee from the agenda prior to a vote at a public meeting. The ED answered
in “yes and no” fashion, because he does not see his role to limit the Commissioner’s
ability to deliberate, but he noted on occasion that he needed to act as a firewall.
Mediator Podziba commented that she sees this as an issue of onboarding.
Commissioner Camargo noted the implication of onboarding and noted the need for a
theme of onboarding while Commissioner Concepcion mentioned that the incorporation
of ongoing education would be beneficial. Commissioner Roy agreed with this
suggestion.

Commissioner Roy asked a clarifying question regarding the seventh goal and the use of
goal setting, with Mediator Podziba responding that this was something the Charter
needed to address. The ensuing discussion addressed the Commissioners’ goals, and that
the resources needed to achieve those goals brought a conflict between what is available
and what could be accomplished. This conflict exemplified the tension they were trying
to address, while adding the need to address how they could help the ED’s goals.
Commissioner Camargo added the Commissioners did not have clear goals besides their
day-to-day job descriptions.

Commissioner Concepcion added determining how resources were given, or what the
requests were that receive priority. She noted the impacts on leadership and staff.
Commissioner Roy agreed. The ED observed how the Commission’s goals could be
formulated. Commissioner Roy mentioned Commissioners/Department Heads and ask
questions regarding political affiliation. Mediator Podziba clarified issues surrounding the
Commission’s legislation theme.
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The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba proceeded to review and revise the draft scope of Issues/Charter
Outline. The Chair asked where the Commissioner and Staff leadership interaction topic
would reside if removed from the Charter; Mediator Podziba answered that the topic
would be located in a business term the “parking lot” and noted when she did the
assessment after reflecting on the issues she heard when speaking to people. Mediator
Podziba asked if the setting of priorities should be in the Charter, and Commissioner
Stebbins noted that priorities should be in the Charter and the goal-setting process.

The ED asked if working groups should be in the Charter and the need to perhaps move
away from the working group structure. Mediator Podziba asked for a broader term than
“working groups”, noting that there needed to be something in the Charter on how issues
were addressed by Commissioners and staff. The Chair opined that the Charter would
give the Commission the authority to create groups as appropriate. The ED mentioned his
concern that people were conflating the working group with a subcommittee.
Commissioner Stebbins stated they have a standard operating procedure for creating a
working group, while Commissioner Concepcion noted the fluidity of the term. Mediator
Podziba stated that they would revisit the topics and she would keep the item in the draft.
Commissioner Stebbins voiced the need to meet about structure while Commissioner Roy
emphasized the need for transparency. Commissioner Stebbins commented that he did
not think that Constituent Services should be in the Charter and Commissioner Camargo
agreed.

The ED noted the outreach from licensees to Commissioners as related to an
investigation. Mediator Podziba stated that this is addressed in the Commissioners, Staff,
and Team interactions. She also explained that constituent services will not be in the
Charter, and communication with licensees was in the firewall sections. Commissioner
Roy asked if the ED could advise the Commissioners on outreach and Commissioner
Concepcion noted the ED’s prior recommendation that concept remain in the Charter.
Commissioner Stebbins recommended that the development of an agreed agenda should
remain in the section, but other pieces should be removed. Commissioner Roy agreed.
The ED commented about the need for flexibility in the press scrum and voiced the need
to bring a structure regarding who speaks on behalf of the Commission. The Chair
agreed. Commissioners Stebbins noted that every Commissioner should have the ability
to be involved in outside communication. Mediator Podziba explained the scope of the
process was to build a Charter and job description. The Chair agreed. Commissioner
Concepcion stressed that every Commissioner needed to have the opportunity to
participate, particularly with topics like their priorities and community engagement. The
ED commented upon stakeholder engagements. Commissioner Concepcion stated her
preference was to not include external public communications in the Charter but wanted
to include the press scrums after public meetings. Commissioner Camargo noted internal
engagement and provided a hypothetical on how these engagements could get murky.
Commissioner Stebbins mentioned the ED’s responsibility as it related to addressing
Commissioner’s concerns. The Chair commented that this could be discussed at the
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agenda-setting portion of the meeting. Commissioner Concepcion voiced that she would
not want to discuss that in a public meeting.

e The ED discussed his role and the Commissioner’s expectations from the ED. Mediator
Podziba kept Communications in the document and opined that the OML section did not
need to stay in the Charter. Commissioner Concepcion voiced that Human Resources
should not be in the Charter, and Mediator Podziba removed the section.

e Commissioner Camargo voiced the need for Commissioner onboarding and for the topic
to be included in the Charter. She discussed continuing education, training and
professional development. Commissioner Stebbins suggested this topic be located in the
accountability section and commented about Commissioners participating in conferences
and personal development events.

e Commissioner Stebbins voiced the need to keep the public meeting agenda setting in the
Charter. The ED agreed and noted that it could be built into the job description.
Commissioner Concepcion stated the need to include language in shared responsibility in
the agenda-setting authority in the agenda-setting process. Commissioner Stebbins
suggested that the operations budget should be in the Charter, and the Chair asked
mentioned dispute resolution procedures, Mediator Podziba articulated a process for
handling disputes.

e Mediator Podziba suggested that the removal of the Chair could be addressed in another
section. Commissioner Concepcion discussed the loss of a Chair and the possibility of
losing a quorum. Commissioner Roy requested clarity regarding an administrative order
versus the Commissioner’s vote. The Chair voiced that some things being discussed are
driven by personality and less about role. Mediator Podziba stated that people will bring
their personal experience into play, and she will account for that. The ED voiced that the
goal is to negate personality traits. Mediator Podziba stated the desire to create a
document that is beyond just the people sitting there at mediation. Mediator Podziba
noted the need to start a Charter review file, Mediator Podziba stated that she will
integrate the Commissioner’s feedback and get back to the Commissioners.
Commissioner Concepcion voiced the need to retain regulatory review in the Charter.

e Mediator Podziba pointed out that regulatory review was removed in a previous meeting
and advised that they revisit this topic. The ED noted that the Commission had opened
the regulations four times and discussed the fact that it was different from other agencies;
for example, the Retirement board and MGC utilize different processes. The Chair stated
that the statute gave the Commission authority to open regulations and her instinct was to
leave it out of the Charter; Commissioner Camargo disagreed. The ED observed that
regulations were opened as a whole in the past and cited the checks and balances built
into the process. The Chair noted the use of aspirational language and noted the need to
build in flexibility in the process. Commissioner Stebbins voiced the need for the ED to
weigh in during public meetings. Mediator Podziba sensed there was an agreement to
include the regulatory process in the Charter.

The Commission took a short recess.




e Mediator Podziba started the conversation regarding roles and responsibilities. The ED
referred the Commissioners to the introduction paragraph. Mediator Podziba believed
that the language made sense and asked how the Commissioners saw their roles.
Commissioner Concepcion and Commissioner Camargo voiced that they saw them as
acting in the best interest of the agency. Commissioner Camargo also stated that
Commissioners had a responsibility to their appointing authorities, their constituents, and
to other Commissioners. Commissioner Concepcion thought that the appointing authority
should not be included; Commissioner Camargo noted their removal authority.
Commissioner Roy mentioned their responsibility for ensuring an equitable and
accessible industry. Commissioner Stebbins and Commissioner Camargo debated if the
Commissioners were considered advocates for the Commission and she noted the board’s
role advocating to the legislature. Commissioner Roy stated her understanding of what a
“Commissioner” meant. Mediator Podziba asked if the Commissioners saw themselves as
having a special responsibility regarding their seat, or in their expertise. The ED
explained that the definition of a “seat” might be overly limiting and mentioned that some
issues could fit into multiple areas of expertise. Commissioner Concepcion and
Commissioner Camargo noted examples to support the ED’s point. The Chair mentioned
concern that new issues would arise in the future that would not be covered.
Commissioner Camargo commented that the OML made it difficult to implement
strategic plans individually.

e Commissioner Stebbins discussed expectations from the public. Commissioner Camargo
asked the ED if listening tours across the state were helpful when the Commission first
started; he replied that he felt like it was a necessity. Commissioner Concepcion
suggested the Charter spell out any misconceptions around responsibilities falling on one
Commissioner and stated the need to lay out responsibilities in the Charter to clarify the
roles. Mediator Podziba recommended language to accomplish this task. Commissioner
Stebbins suggested broader language on responsibility. Mediator Podziba hoped that the
Charter would specify what all the Commissioner’s responsibilities. Mediator Podziba
stated she would draft something about OML for their review. Mediator Podziba asked
for opinions relative to the budget and resources. Commissioner Stebbins suggested the
Commission vote on and approve a final budget request at public meeting and the ED
agreed with this approach. The Chair explained that they do not have the specialized
knowledge to do that. Commissioner Camargo explained her role as Treasurer and
Commissioner, and that more clarification was needed regarding the responsibilities of
the Treasurer. The ED mentioned that he was conflicted. Commissioner Stebbins noted
he is more focused on the responsibilities versus the language. Commissioner Camargo
argued that the key to answering the question is what legal authority was given to the
role.

e Mediator Podziba asked to review and revise the draft of the issues and Charter outline
and noted the next steps and deliverables.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn the Executive Session.
e Commissioner Concepcion seconded the motion.
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e The Chair took a roll call vote:

Commissioner Camargo — Yes

Commissioner Concepcion — Yes

Commissioner Roy — Yes

Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

Chair Kim — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba
(Mediator Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

Il. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, 8 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and stated that the focus
of the meeting was to finalize the scope of issues.

She asked for feedback on what should be included in the “Background” section.
Commissioners and Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) suggested detailing the
Commission’s responsibilities, its structure, vision and a citation to the enabling
statute. Commissioner Concepcion agreed to draft the “Background” section.
Mediator Podziba asked how the term “Commission” should be used in the Charter.
The ED noted ambiguity in the statute as to roles of the Chair and the ED; he hoped
that the governance mediation could fix this. The ED stated that he saw himself as the
operational head of the agency and that he could not direct the Commissioner’s work.
The Chair noted she saw the role of the Chair as setting the public meeting agenda.
Mediator Podziba asked what would be most functional to define/interpret the Chair’s
role. The Commissioners and ED discussed how to distinguish the roles and
Commissioner Stebbins explained the differences between the positions at the
Massachusetts Gaming Commission. Mediator Podziba summarized that the Charter
should delineate appointing authorities, state that Commissioners and the ED would
work collaboratively, and explain that the Chair had authority over Commissioners
while the ED had authority over administration of the Commission. The ED described
an instance where Commissioners had directed him to take an administrative action
early on in the Commission’s existence, which he stated had a negative effect on
staff’s morale. Commissioners and the ED discussed the Chair’s agenda setting
authority. Mediator Podziba stated that she would draft a section which reflected the
Chair and ED’s roles as defined by statute and would speak to a desire to improve the
culture.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba went forward to review and revise the “Role of a Commissioner”
slide from the “Milford Senior Center” PowerPoint. Mediator Podziba asked if the
Commissioners would like to incorporate that language into the Charter in the section
of roles and responsibilities. Commissioners discussed how to edit it so that it applied
to all Commissioners and Commissioner Stebbins read from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education. Commissioners and the ED discussed whether
the word “constituency” should stay and who that constituency included.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that Commissioners work with the ED and staff on
all responsibilities outlined in the slide. Mediator Podziba noted that she would draft
the “Role and Responsibilities” section and circulate it. The ED explained the need to
define adjudicatory work in this section.
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Mediator Podziba went on to review the “Public Meeting Agenda Setting” section in
the Scope of Issues document. The ED clarified the agenda-setting process,
particularly in adding a topic that is not already addressed on the agenda. Mediator
Podziba stated that she would revise and circulate the agenda-setting process
including the scope of the issues, the Chair, and the ED. Commissioners and the ED
discussed the agenda setting process and which parts should be included in the
Charter. Mediator Podziba said she can add suggested proposals regarding circulating
agendas in advance of meeting. The ED noted that they could also incorporate
Standard Operating Procedures by reference.

Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on the “Goal Setting” section of the Scope of
Issues document. Commissioner Stebbins stated that he would like to allow for
Commissioners to align their own goals with those of the ED. Mediator Podziba
asked if the Commissioners can support the ED’s goal-setting efforts and the
mechanics of doing so. The ED advocated that Commissioners should be able to
combine their goals with his own, adding that he wanted to avoid competition for
staff resources. The ED described how his goals had changed to become more high-
level with the current Commissioners. He said this change allowed him to direct staff
to achieve the new goals. Commissioners and the ED discussed the ED’s goals setting
process and the way that Commissioners can influence goals and get their priorities
implemented. Mediator Podziba observed that if the ED and Commission are
inheriting goals from a previous round of Commissioners, that this might create
tension and suggested that a more inclusive process would enable an understanding of
limited resources. She noted that future Commissioners may be insistent on a
particular goal and asked how they wanted to approach this issue. Commissioner Roy
noted two documents had been circulated by the CPO to evaluate the ED’s
performance and requested a third form to allow for goal setting in writing and the
ED agreed with that process. Mediator Podziba asked if they could think of
circumstances that would require a review and revision of goals. The Chair voiced
that she could not see that happening, and Commissioner Stebbins noted that Public
Meetings were a good forum to revisit the goals. Mediator Podziba asked: (1) if
billboards fit into a specific ED goal, (2) the process of readjusting the ED goals, and
(3) about possible concerns that individual Commissioners might advocate for a
priority previously not in the year’s goals. Commissioner Stebbins stated that getting
Licensees into compliance would fall under the goal of running a first-class agency
and noted the ED goal setting process and the mid-year review process which
Commissioners already had the ability to adjust. The ED cited the mid-year review
process and the ability to shift goals, and how fiscal years and calendar years
influence the process. Mediator Podziba discussed Commission culture, while
Commissioner Stebbins suggested raising the transparency level. The Chair suggested
creating a process based on what they anticipate in January, giving them the ability to
adjust and the ED set forth the advantages regarding everyone being on the same
cycle.

The Commission took a brief recess.
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Mediator Podziba began reviewing the “Commissioners/Staff, ED, and Leadership
Team Interaction” section in the Scope of Issues document. Commissioner Stebbins
wanted to ensure efficiency and that Commissioners keep the ED in the loop without
adding to the ED’s workload. Commissioner Roy asked the ED if there is an issue
when the Commissioners go around Direct Reports to their staff; the ED answered
affirmatively. The Chair noted that her primary contact is the ED and stated that she
did not know that Commissioners were meeting with Direct Reports regularly.
Commissioner Stebbins said that he did but noted that he kept the ED in the loop. The
ED noted that he thought that meetings with direct reports are mostly productive but
cited potential tensions that meetings with staff can cause. Mediator Podziba asked if
there was a preferred structure. The ED stated there was not but noted that he did not
want to field every question. Commissioners and the ED discussed how interactions
with staff currently worked and how to address potential tension in the Charter.
Mediator Podziba summarized the issues of Commissioners selectively contacting
staff to build support for a particular initiative and requests for review of conditions.
The Chair asked if other aspects existed outside of conditions in terms of preparation
for a public meeting. Commissioner Roy answered that she does have other issues
outside of conditions and provided examples. Commissioner Camargo stated that her
impression was that communications with staff in preparation for a Public Meeting
was not an issue. The ED confirmed but noted that he was left out of some
conversations regarding conditions. Commissioner Stebbins encouraged the
Commissioners to think of a code of conduct for their behavior which could include
that the ED should see all of their conditions. Commissioner Stebbins described his
experience at the Massachusetts Gaming Commission and reiterated the suggestion
for a code of conduct. Commissioners and the ED discussed direct interactions with
staff and what might warrant the ED’s involvement, and the ED noted that what
might seem like a quick task may use limited resources. Mediator Podziba asked
Commissioner Stebbins what could be included in the code of conduct. He responded
that it could restrict behaviors like going around the ED to find support among staff,
but it would most importantly be followed to be everyone. Commissioner Camargo
noted that they had found consensus on the legislative agenda, which also governed
Commissioner’s behavior. Commissioners continued to discuss the proposed code of
conduct and Commissioner Stebbins agreed to draft one for their review.

Mediator Podziba asked about the interactions the Commissioners should avoid
Commissioner Roy stated that they cannot ask about an ongoing investigation and
Commissioner Concepcion added they cannot mandate staff to attend an event in
person due to Covid-19 precautions. Mediator Podziba asked the group about
licensing. The Chair, Commissioner Stebbins and Commissioner Concepcion
explained their approaches to licensing issues. Commissioner Concepcion noted that
the authority for mandating masks, as resting with the ED; the ED noted that these
types of questions had been a tension point. He explained that Commissioners were
also restricted from speaking about threatened and actual litigation in which the
Commission is a party. Mediator Podziba asked how the Commissioners
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communicated with each other. The ED stated that all communications were
governed by Open Meeting Law and noted the risk of serial communication.
Mediator Podziba went on to review and revise the “Structural Mechanism for Joint
Commissioner and Staff Work” section of the Scope of Issues document. The ED
provided a historical perspective of working groups and noted the importance of the
documented Charter. Commissioner Stebbins thought that the working group model
worked and that tension existed as it related to creating a working group Charter.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that she thought that the structure is helpful as the
direction is clear, but she had experienced tension as well. Mediator Podziba asked a
question about the structure of a working group. The ED explained that typically the
sponsor was the person who started the working group and the lead worked on the
day-to-day operations. He explained that he approved the formation of a working
group but did not recruit the members. Mediator Podziba asked how Commissioners
knew when working groups were formed, and the ED mentioned that they sometimes
do not. Commissioner Stebbins suggested the ED use his part of the agenda to update
everyone on that information. The ED clarified for Commissioner Camargo that he
believed six Commissioner-level working groups existed at that time but was in the
process of reviewing all working groups. Commissioners discussed whether working
groups should be announced at Public Meetings and the ED cautioned that may not be
the proper venue in light of procurement matters. He suggested posting working
groups on the Commission’s Intranet. Commissioners discussed external working
groups. Commissioner Roy asked if a Commissioner could apply to work on a
working group. The ED described how members of working groups were assigned
and noted that some working groups had an application process; Commissioners can
come to him and ask for support, but he may also approach Commissioners.
Commissioner Concepcion asked about who determined the structure of a working
group. The ED noted how it had been handled in the past, and that nothing was final
until his signature.

Mediator Podziba reviewed the “Legislation: Developing an Agreed Agenda” section
of the Scope of Issues document. Commissioner Stebbins believed the policy
structure they put in place last fall worked well. The Chair asked if the working
groups saw value in creating a report that covered what was accomplished in working
groups. Commissioners and the ED discussed how different working group’s work
had been reported in Public Meetings. Mediator Podziba asked if there was a way to
determine the working group had completed their work. The ED stated that the best
course was periodic check-in meetings but provided an example of sunsetting a
working group. He noted that the working group audit would be helpful in this
respect. Mediator Podziba requested that the Executive and Legislative Outreach
Strategy memorandum be provided to her. The ED brought up a lack of clarity about
the role in staff in legislative outreach and provided a hypothetical in which staff’s
beliefs were at odds in a legislative matter. Commissioner Stebbins asked if staff felt
comfortable bringing concerns to Commissioners at a Public Meeting. The ED replied
that he felt more comfortable now than he had in the past and that he occasionally
objected to an item being put on the agenda. Commissioner Concepcion stated that
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she did not think it was staff or the ED’s role to dictate policy and suggested giving
staff a chance to voice their opinion on a topic when it is presented to the
Commission. Commissioner Stebbins asked the ED if he felt he had a voice in public
meeting. The ED responded that he had influence in Public Meetings but noted that
policy is ultimately determined by the Commissioners. Commissioner Concepcion
asked if they need to develop a mechanism to prevent Commissioners from breaching
agreed upon policy. The ED stated that he does not have veto authority, but he had
the opportunity to opine during the agenda setting process. Commissioners and the
ED discussed how the latter may weigh in on policy matters.

e Mediator Podziba finished by noting next steps and deliverables.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Camargo moved to adjourn executive session.

e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Chair Kim — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e 20220908 Scope of Issues
e 20220912 Draft Charter V2
e Discussion Items for Executive Session

In Attendance:
e Chair Shannon O’Brien
e Commissioner Nurys Camargo
e Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
e Executive Director Shawn Collins
e Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez
e Mediation Vendor Susan Podziba

Minutes:

I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, 8§ 23C, and public

records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26)

e Mediator Podziba reviewed the agenda, summarized the completed work since the last
executive session and described next steps.

e Mediator Podziba requested feedback on the “Communications” section of the Scope of
Issues document. Commissioner Stebbins noted the importance of the Commission
speaking with one voice and for the Chair to serve as a spokesperson. Commissioners
Concepcion, Roy, and Camargo discussed the legislative outreach strategies which had
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been implemented to better serve the Commission and allow Commissioners to speak to
issues as individuals. Mediator Podziba noted that there was a separate Legislative and
Executive Branch Outreach section and asked for an explanation of media scrums
following public meetings. Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) gave a historical
overview of Communication outreach and why the Commission adopted its current
strategy. The ED noted the historical difficulty in finding consensus on responses to press
inquiries and stated that one of the purposes of conducting mediation was to determine a
better process. Mediator Podziba asked for suggestions on how to determine the order of
who spoke. Commissioners Camargo and Concepcion stated that they thought the current
process for determining order worked and was fair. Commissioner Roy noted that if a
Commissioner chose to speak in a different order then they were not given the
opportunity to speak at all. Commissioners and the ED continued to discuss and reached
consensus that the current policy worked as they could not provide for every
circumstance and still had the option to speak to the media outside of the scrum.
Commissioner Camargo suggested the next scrum would likely be about the Chair and
the Chair explained that she would not participate. Mediator Podziba asked if the
Commissioners were relying on the current process. Commissioner Stebbins affirmed and
noted the need for flexibility in the process. The Chair expressed that she was not
comfortable with delegating the process to the Communications team and preferred to
delegate the process to the ED. The ED explained the approach overall and who decided
strategy, commenting that in the past that staff would typically consult with
Commissioners prior to creating strategy. Mediator Podziba asked how this should be
reflected within the Charter. Commissioner Camargo cautioned that horse-trading could
occur during the process. The Chair noted that she believed there are separate staff issues
and Commissioner’s issues. She stated that her desire was for the language to allow for
staff to manage the approach while leaving authority with the Commissioners. Mediator
Podziba asked if the current process was a written policy and the ED noted that it was,
but it may not be in the form of a finalized Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).
Mediator Podziba asked if the Commissioners would be comfortable with adding
language to the Charter which noted that the process was fair and balanced.
Commissioner Concepcion asked about whether Commissioner’s authority in the process
would be included. The ED noted that if they removed staff from the process then the
Commissions would no longer be relying on them as strategic advisors. He stated that the
Commissioners could ask the ED to develop an SOP while retaining the Communications
team’s ability to advise the Commissioners. The Chair asked if the ED agreed with the
Commissioners delegating the process to him and he affirmed. Mediator Podziba noted
consensus and explained that she would draft language for this section. Mediator Podziba
asked to move to review the subject of external communications. The ED read disclaimer
language for Commissioners to use when speaking in their own capacity and explained
how the language may be helpful. The Commissioners agreed with implementing the
suggested language into the Charter.

Mediator Podziba asked if there were any other topics the Commissioners wanted to raise
regarding Communications and Commissioner Roy asked if social media should be
addressed. The Commissioners discussed the type of accounts which were considered
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official, what was open to the public but not official, and what constituted a public forum.
The ED provided a historical overview of how previous Commissioners had handled
social media and the first amendment implications of blocking individuals from official
accounts. Commissioners discussed including disclaimer language in their social media
posts and how it should be included as well as decorum on social media. The ED
suggested incorporating the employee handbook by reference.

The Commission took short recess.

Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on what should be included in the “Budgeting and
Budgeting Process” section in the Scope of Issues document. The ED stated the statutory
responsibilities of the Treasurer and Commission’s requirement to abide by the
Commonwealth’s fiscal process should be included. The ED described how he worked
with Commissioner Camargo to better define the role of the Treasurer and Mediator
Podziba recommended tabling that topic and focusing on establishing fiscal priorities.
The ED discussed the budgeting process, which was in development, and noted that he
was seeking budget requests for the next two fiscal years to make department heads more
forward-thinking. He provided an overview of the process, how Commissioners would be
involved and stated that, while there may be disagreements, he thought it was a good
process. Mediator Podziba asked how this process should be reflected in the Charter. The
ED stated that the process could be developed into an SOP for budgeting and that he
could leverage the legislative outreach process which Commissioners had developed.
Commissioners and the ED discussed how to allow for Commissioner input in the budget
process while keeping in mind the needs of competing departments. Commissioner
Camargo noted that drafting the Charter had been a learning experience and suggested
including timelines for the budget process in the document. Commissioner Camargo
asked the ED if the goals should be set to a Fiscal Year timeline. The ED explained his
preference would be to keep it aligned with the calendar year. He noted that prior goals
were task oriented whereas more recent goals centered around five-year planning
initiatives. Commissioner Concepcion asked whether the ED evaluated the goals of the
department when making budget recommendations. The ED confirmed and explained his
analysis. Commissioner Concepcion noted that it was not clear when the performance
goals were discussed that it related to the budget. Commissioner Roy asked if
Commissioners should vote on the ED’s budget recommendation. The ED confirmed and
noted the role of the Chief Financial and Accounting Officer (CFAQ) and Director of
Government Affairs and Policy in presenting the budget information to the
Commissioners. He suggested a process where he could solicit Commissioner’s input at
the beginning of the budget development process and then circle back to them after
speaking with staff before a Public Meeting. Mediator Podziba asked whether voting on
Executive and Legislative Outreach Strategy and budget simultaneously was necessary.
The ED confirmed and noted the timing of the budget. He made a recommendation to
revisit the Commission’s budget request after the legislature voted on the items to explain
the cuts and shifts in fiscal priorities. Commissioners and the ED discussed how to
include the CFAOQ in the budget process and to further define the role of the Treasurer.
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Commissioner Concepcion advocated for an additional conversation with Commissioners
before the final budget was produced in order to give Commissioners enough time to
pivot if their budget request is not allocated by the legislature. The ED suggested a mid-
year check-in related to the budget in a public meeting. Commissioner Concepcion noted
her desire to build the mid-year check-in into the budget process. Commissioner
Camargo and Commissioner Stebbins agreed. Commissioner Concepcion asked whether
the ED would know the amount likely allocated by that point. The ED confirmed that he
would know generally but explained the difficulties of projecting the overall budget.
Commissioner Concepcion asked the ED whether the contracts would be completed by
the mid-year check-in. The ED discussed how he worked with the Legal department to
push contracts through with vendors and the process of reallocation of funds.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the “Accountability/Checks and Balances” section in
the Scope of Issues document and asked Commissioners what they would like to be
included. The ED noted his preference to reference the employee handbook to indicate
that Commissioners were bound to same document as staff. Commissioner Roy asked if it
was necessary to have a policy of how to run a Public Meeting in the event of a vacancy.
Mediator Podziba read the statutory language regarding the Chair’s absence and cited the
gap in the statutory language. Commissioner Stebbins noted his experience at the
Massachusetts Gaming Commission where it was an informal appointment. The Chair
suggested that the Secretary could act as Chair in the Chair’s absence if no informal
appointment occurred which could be formalized with an SOP. Commissioners discussed
the legal implications and the need to have a plan in the event of the Chair’s absence.
Commissioner Roy suggested adding this responsibility to the section defining the
Secretary’s role. Mediator Podziba summarized that if no Commissioner was designated
by the Chair that the Secretary would be become the Acting Chair. Commissioner
Camargo noted she was not fully on-board at this time.

The Commission took short recess.

Mediator Podziba requested the Commissioners discuss accountability checks and
balances. She reiterated the conversation and asked if there was consensus.
Commissioner Camargo asked why the Secretary would serve as Acting Chair role as
opposed to the Treasurer. Commissioner Stebbins suggested the possibility of a Vice
Chair. The Chair noted that it should be the Chair’s prerogative on whether there should
be a Vice Chair. Commissioner Concepcion noted that the responsibilities of an Acting
Chair aligned more with the Secretary because they documented the Public Meetings.
The Chair suggested that she could appoint a Commissioner to act as Chair in her
absence at the beginning of the year. Commissioners and the ED discussed the benefits of
formalizing this process. Mediator Podziba asked if the “Removal of a Commissioner”
subsection was necessary. The Chair noted that the power remained with the appointment
authority and that it should not be included in the Charter. Mediator Podziba asked what
the process was to remove a Commissioner and who would turn to an appointing
authority to enact a removal. The ED stated that he wanted to discuss the severity of a
situation which warranted reporting to a Commissioner’s appointing authority. The Chair
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stated that they needed to decide what behavior would constitute a dereliction of
statutorily mandated duties and the ED noted that he wanted Commissioner to be notified
of any reporting or investigations of behavior which could lead to reporting.
Commissioners and the ED discussed the current ambiguity in what behavior warranted
reporting to appointing authorities. The ED advocated for developing a process which the
ED could not abuse and to refine the notice process to Commissioners. Mediator Podziba
asked if the notification process was always triggered by a complaint. The ED responded
that the notice would be issued depending on the situation. The ED discussed ways that
he handled different types of conflicts among staff and Commissioner Concepcion noted
that any investigation should be independent. Commissioner Concepcion asked how it
was determined that something rose to the level of an independent investigation.
Commissioner Stebbins noted the statutory language used the term guilty which indicated
to him that an investigation occurred. Mediator Podziba asked whether an independent
investigation is triggered upon every complaint or whether an in-house analysis could be
done first to verify the complaint’s merit. The Chair asked if there could be a self-
assessment involved and noted her worry about delegating the responsibility to the staff
Commissioner Concepcion asked if executive session may be a forum to discuss these
issues. The ED noted the potential conflicts of resolving issues involving the Chair
through Executive Session, which the Chair could refuse to put on the agenda.
Commissioners and the ED discussed who should be noticed of complaints and
allegations regarding Commissioners. The ED stated that he wanted his role in the
process to covered so that the Charter protected the process. Mediator Podziba asked to
table the discussion and for Commissioner Stebbins and the Chair create a draft version
of this section. Commissioner Roy asked a clarifying question regarding the absence of a
Chair during the regulatory review. The ED provided an overview of the process of
public hearing sessions that occurred during the last few regulatory rounds. He noted that
this policy could be outside of the Charter. Commissioner Roy asked what the rules were
during these public hearing sessions. The ED explained that they were the same as a
Public Meeting but it a vote would be unlikely.

Mediator Podziba moved to the “Professional Development” subsection under
“Accountability/Checks and Balances” in the Scope of Work Document and asked for
feedback. She explained the reason for its inclusion was that Commissioners felt that
training should be ongoing. Commissioners and the ED noted that they would be
attending conferences to continue their professional development. The ED asked if there
should be any limits on Commissioner’s travel and expressed that he did not want to be
the arbiter of what was and was not in the interest of Commissioner’s professional
development. Commissioners and the ED discussed reasonable bounds for professional
development and Mediator Podziba stated that she would draft this section.

Mediator Podziba moved to the “Dispute Resolution Procedures Regarding the Charter”
in the Scope of Issues document and asked Commissioners if this section was necessary.
Commissioner Stebbins suggested moving the topic into the next section, and Mediator
Podziba agreed. Mediator Podziba asked how the Charter would be adopted.
Commissioner Stebbins stated that it should be voted on in a Public Meeting and the ED
stated he should sign it as well to bind staff. Mediator Podziba asked how often the
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Charter should be reviewed, and the Chair suggested every two years. The ED concurred.
Commissioner Roy suggested including the option for an emergency review. The ED and
Commissioners discussed how the Charter would serve as a legacy document and provide
clarity on issues where the statute was silent. Mediator Podziba asked if Commissioners
would like a regular review after the initial review in two years. Commissioners
discussed and the Chair suggested that the review occur every three years after an initial
review. Mediator Podziba asked about the process for revising the Charter.
Commissioner Stebbins suggested periodic review with staff input, an ED authorization,
and a final vote by the Commissioners. Mediator Podziba offered an alternative
suggestion where periodically Commissioners could propose changes to the Charter.
Commissioner Concepcion suggested making the periodic review optional, but the Chair
noted that a periodic formal review was good for the Commission. Mediator Podziba
summarized that a review occur three years after the Charter was signed after the initial
review and confirmed an emergency clause existed. Mediator Podziba commented that
she would draft language based off the discussion.

The Commission took short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to the “Background” section of the Charter. The ED asked that
the Commission’s full mission statement be included. Mediator Podziba asked if No. 3
was necessary and Commissioners agreed it could be removed and Commissioner
Stebbins suggested that the last sentence of No. 4 should be its own paragraph. Mediator
Podziba stated she would apply the requested edits.

Mediator Podziba moved to the “Definition of the Cannabis Control Commission”
section and asked for feedback. Commissioner Roy asked if No. 2 purposely left out
some of the Commissioner’s roles. Mediator Podziba stated that this section was more
high-level, and roles and responsibilities were described in another section.
Commissioner Roy asked a question relative to the definition of the Commission and that
it omitted the ED and Staff. Mediator Podziba explained the differences between the
definitions. Commissioner Stebbins suggested removing this section and incorporating it
into “Background” and “Roles and Responsibilities.” Commissioner Stebbins suggested
moving No. 1 in this section to be No. 1 in “Background” and stated that Nos. 2 - 5 could
be moved to “Roles and Responsibilities”. The Chair requested that the first sentence of
No. 3 be included under “Roles and Responsibilities.” Mediator Podziba asked how the
Treasurer and Secretary were elected. Commissioners discussed how it had worked in the
past and agreed that there was ambiguity in the process. The Chair stated she was not
entirely comfortable with those positions rotating and stated that the ED and Chair should
be involved in the process. Commissioners discussed the nomination process for the
Secretary and Treasurer roles and how to formalize it in the way to best served the
Commission. Mediator Podziba suggested a term limit of two consecutive terms and
asked if Commissioners knew who would be nominated before the meeting in which they
voted. Commissioner Stebbins noted the Open Meeting Law implications of prior notice.
Commissioner Concepcion suggested that the Chair could solicit volunteers to be
nominated in order to understand who was interested in running. The ED noted that there
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may be a benefit to a Commissioner serving as Treasurer or Secretary beyond the
suggested two consecutive years and clarified that the Chair could be appointed to one of
the positions The ED confirmed that he could probe the process to an extent, but he could
not give notice to Commissioners in violation of Open Meeting Law. Mediator Podziba
summarized that at the meeting prior to the January meeting, the Chair would ask and
Commissioners would volunteer if they were interested. The Chair petitioned the ED for
his perspective on term limits, and he questioned the utility of setting a maximum limit
when the Commission is ultimately self-policing. Commissioner Concepcion noted that
she requested term limits to limit the loss of institutional knowledge as new
Commissioners were onboarded. Commissioner Camargo suggested creating SOPs to
retain institutional knowledge as the roles changed. Mediator Podziba clarified that the
positions would still be voted on each year even with longer terms. The Chair proposed
that they revisit this when they review the Charter in two years and raised the possibility
of the third year as a transition year between the roles. The ED noted the Open Meeting
Law implications of having two Commissioners meet with staff. Mediator Podziba
confirmed that for this draft the Charter will be silent on max terms limits and the
Commission will reevaluate in the future. Commissioner Camargo explained that if the
Commissioner was interested in a role that they could ask the Commissioner currently in
the role about their experience.

Mediator Podziba moved to the “Roles and Responsibilities” section of the Charter and
asked what delegating administration responsibilities to the ED meant and what was the
process. The ED commented that the Executive Director was the Administrative Head of
the Commission and that the Commission did not have the statutory authority to remove
his position’s administrative responsibilities. He suggested striking the word
“administrative” and adding “at the Commissioner’s discretion” in No. 1(b)(ii).
Commissioner Camargo noted the need to add language related to equity in No.1 (a) and
stated that she wanted equity to be referenced throughout the document to remind future
Commissioners about the mandate. Mediator Podziba offered language for a new No.
1(a)(iiii). Commissioner Stebbins suggested moving No. 1(c)(iii) to No. 1(d) and the ED
suggested merging No. 1(c)(i-ii) and inserting the word “promulgate.” Regarding No
1(d)(i), the ED clarified that the Commissioners did not need to hold public hearings on
suitability. Regarding No. 1(c)(iii), Commissioners agreed to replace “appeals” with
“proceedings.” Commissioner Roy suggested adding “deny” to No. 1(d)(ii).
Commissioners and the ED discussed whether formal administrative hearings should be
provided for in the Charter. Commissioner Camargo requested training on this function.
The ED suggested moving No. 1(e)(vi) to No 1(d). Commissioner Concepcion asked
whether Commissioners established and recommend the ED’s goals. Mediator Podziba
proposed language to incorporate. Commissioners and the ED discussed whether
“approve” in No. 1(e)(iii) indicated a Commission vote and Mediator Podziba suggested
“vote to approve.” Commissioner Concepcion explained that the ED’s goals and
Commission goals were not necessarily the same and Mediator Podziba stated that the
process needed to be reworked and that she would redraft the language. The ED
suggested adding “and related outreach” to the end of No. 1(e)(iii). Commissioner
Concepcion stated that No. 1(f)(ii) did not fall in line with current CAB assignments. The
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Chair explained that in her interpretation the Commissioners did not necessarily have to
stay in their appointed lane Commissioners and the ED discussed their preference to not
limit Commissioners to their topic-specific expertise and how to address this in the
Charter. Mediator Podziba suggested removing No. 1(f) and including a provision in the
“Background” section which specific Commissioners’ areas of expertise but did not
relegate them to those topics. Mediator Podziba asked about changes to No. 1(g). The ED
suggested adding to the Commissioner’s role in the adjudicatory process.

e Mediator Podziba asked the Commissioners to bring ideas to the next meeting on
outreach. She explained that she would revise the language based on the conversations at
this session and then summarized the next steps and deliverables.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Concepcion moved to adjourn the executive session.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the executive session to order.
e Commissioner Roy moved to open the executive session.
Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
The Chair took a roll call vote:
Commissioner Camargo — Yes
Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
Commissioner Roy — Yes
Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
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o Chair O’Brien — Yes
The Commission unanimously approved the motion to open the executive session.

Il. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, 8 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator Podziba) reviewed the agenda and work completed
since the last executive session. She discussed the revised draft Charter language for all
issues and asked whether any changes needed to be made to the “Background” section.
The Chair cited when the Roberts Rules of Order (RROO) appeared in a Charter section.
Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) explained that certain COVID measures were
extended to March. He and Mediator Podziba noted that three Commissioners constituted
a quorum. The Chair considered adding language. The ED opined that quorum rules were
expressly written into the statute. The ED offered a citation and Mediator Podziba
summarized the changes discussed.

Mediator Podziba asked whether changes were required under the “Roles and
Responsibilities” section, noting that Roles and Responsibilities No. 2(a) was added, and
she also asked if language should be added to No. 2(g). The Chair noted that No. 2(g)
incorporated community outreach and proposed language. The need for articulation of
boundaries was discussed, particularly when for example, a Commissioner engaged in
outreach, then was called to rule on a licensing matter for someone they had engaged.
Mediator Podziba noted that this topic was raised at the last meeting and explained the
reasoning for the draft.

Commissioner Stebbins discussed No. 4(d) and Commissioner’s responsibilities in that
section. The Chair noted the tension in the section and Commissioner Roy,
Commissioner Concepcion, and Mediator Podziba offered draft language. The Chair
explained that she believed the Commission’s independence did not mean they could do
whatever they wanted, and in response, Commissioner Camargo clarified her prior
comment and discussed the necessity of understanding boundaries. The Chair asked
about the role of quorum in the process and the conflicts that could arise if three
Commissioners were at an event together. Mediator Podziba recalled that she had a
discussion with the Chief of Investigations and Enforcement about this type of issue.

As discussions proceeded, the importance of conducting the meetings with stakeholders
properly was emphasized, and also that constituent requests were made via emails, or a
speaker request form. Commissioner Roy provided examples of safeguards they could
put into place to protect themselves and the process. She emphasized that if whoever she
was meeting with had a business currently in front of the Commission, she would not talk
about it. She added she also asks if they met with any other Commissioners and only
talks about the industry as a whole and not about residency. Commissioner Concepcion
added she had a similar way of operating when it came to talking about individual
licenses and only talking about issues or policy concerns. She added when someone is
requesting a meeting, and they are a licensee or potential licensee then she would flag it
with the enforcement team. She mentioned that she will also bring in some of the staff to
run interference. Commissioner Stebbins added the helpfulness to have another
Commission staffer on the call to make sure they hear what he hears. He added that when
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he goes on a site where he’s been asked to go on a site visit, he wouldn’t do anything
until investigations gave him a clear. Mediator Podziba relayed the next mediation steps
and discussed bringing staff into the conversation and the benefits of staff attending these
meetings was observed.

The Chair noted the importance of the regulatory work and her concern with perceived
bias. Commissioner Concepcion requested guidance on when Commissioner should
recuse themselves. The Chair noted her past experiences interacting with the Ethics
Commission and her desire for further guidance for regulatory agencies. Commissioner
Concepcion recommended creating a standard for recusals. Mediator Podziba agreed and
proposed reviewing laws and procedures. The ED explained a financial or a perceived
conflict was the standard for analyzing recusals. The Chair commented that they would
want to file a disclosure if there was an appearance of a conflict of interest. The Chair
requested that engagement should be included, and that the topic was a secondary priority
compared to regulating the industry. Commissioner Roy explained that engagement
helped to form policy. Commissioner Stebbins noted the difference between engagement
and outreach. Commissioner Concepcion mentioned the public comment period and the
work that went in the DIA report. Commissioner Stebbins described the role that
enforcement staff should play in the process. Mediator Podziba tabled the issue and
proposed that they needed to obtain advice from the staff.

Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on the topic of the Chair as the Commission’s
spokesperson. Commissioner Stebbins considered moving the topic to another section.
The Chair discussed adding a Vice Chair or appointing the Secretary as the interim chair
to sit in the Chair’s absence; she also cited the statute and how she viewed the Chair’s
role. The ensuing discussion involved considerations of when the ED or a staff member
should speak, in lieu of the Chair, particularly in emergency situations and Mediator
Podziba gave hypotheticals. Commissioner Camargo mentioned past instances where the
Chair was not the appropriate person to speak on behalf of the Commission. The Chair
mentioned the importance of adding clarity. Commissioner Roy suggested the Chair
being the spokesperson but only with official language from the Commission. The ED
added that any Commissioner should be bound by Commission policy. He also provided
insight into the division of policy versus administration when Commissioners or the ED
should speak on a matter. Commissioner Concepcion also mentioned the concern of the
Chair offering an opinion that was not the consensus among the Commission. In terms of
where this issue should be set forth in the Charter, Mediator Podziba suggested the
“External Communications” section. Mediator Podziba asked if, for example, the ED
appropriately would serve as the spokesperson if they expected to investigate a matter
thoroughly. The Chair added the ED would not be in an adjudicatory role. Mediator
Podziba asked if there were scenario where the Chair needed to be the official
spokesperson. The Chair felt that the Commission should speak with one voice and noted
the unusual nature of the Commission’s structure. Commissioner Stebbins agreed with
that approach and reiterated his point of what needs to be in the Charter versus what
needs to be a communication strategy. Commissioner Roy suggested including language
related to not communicating with a licensee under investigation. The Chair asked how
the Commission handled policy disagreements and how to communicate policy
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disagreements, particularly in the case of a split vote. Commissioner Concepcion stated
that a policy is final once it is voted on and approved at a public meeting.

Mediator Podziba stopped the conversation and requested they circle back to the agenda.
She asked if it should be explicit in the Charter that the Chair have some role as a
spokesperson on behalf of the Commissioners. Commissioner Stebbins noted that he
believed it should be baked into the “Communications” section. Commissioner Roy
explained how she handled speaking in the scrum when the majority voted against her
position. Mediator Podziba asked if they wanted the statutory language listed as
subsection No. 2(a) to be reflected in the Charter. The Commissioners agreed.
Commissioner Stebbins mentioned No. 2(g) and noted the potential confrontation they
are trying to avoid. The ED suggested that No. 2(a) should be kept the same as it was
statutory language and noted possibly adding augmenting language. The Chair noted the
need to work around the issues of statutory construction even. Mediator Podziba asked if
No. 2(g) should be deleted. The ED spoke about his personal style of handling conflicts
and added he would not always be in the ED role. He added the Chair had authority over
how the Commission conducted business as a public body. In response, Mediator Podziba
proposed new language. The ED stated what he wished to retain his list of
responsibilities. Mediator Podziba explained that she wanted to differentiate between the
five Commissioners and the Commission as a whole. Mediator Podziba noted that the
Charter could help alleviate some of the rub and she mentioned adapting the statute to the
needs of the Commission. The Chair expressed that she initially saw the Cannabis
Control Commission functioning as a board and not being administrative in nature; more
focused on policy and adjudication and less on the day-to-day operations of the executive
administration.

Commissioner Roy noted that they should be planning for worst-case scenarios. Mediator
Podziba said that for conversation’s sake they should focus on a Chair functioning in a
healthy way and then they could look into necessary protections. Commissioner Stebbins
commented on the statute regarding division of work and added that the ED should have
the responsibility for the administrative functions of the Commission. Commissioner Roy
noted Open Meeting Law (OML) implications of having the ED function as a traffic cop.
The Chair mentioned her previous experience and opined about the Commission’s unique
structure and how it functioned. She asked how they could have a little bit more of a
traffic cop approach, while allowing people to do what they want to do and where their
passions are. Mediator Podziba added it would prevent a Chair from punishing people by
not allowing them to work on what they want.

The Chair proposed some added language. The ED noted the role of the Cannabis
Advisory Board (CAB) and why he recommended that Commissioners be a liaison to
subcommittees. He added that the Commission is unlike other boards because they were
full-time paid employees. Mediator Podziba asked if the Commission would be
comfortable with the Chair delegating roles on a subcommittee of the CAB. Mediator
Podziba asked if the Charter should address the Chair’s soliciting interest in liaising to
subcommittees of the CAB. Mediator Podziba asked what the determination was for
Commissioners to be invited into a working group, and if the Chair or the ED had a role.
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The ED explained that he was working to develop a list of working groups. The group
then considered whether the Chair should determine what working groups
Commissioners are a part of, or not; and was it advisable/inadvisable that advisory boards
should be dictated by the Chair. Commissioner Camargo mentioned she would like to
know the list of what the working groups are first before determining. She also added she
did not believe it was up to the Chair’s role and they independently all decide what
working groups they want to be a part of. She added she did not see the advisory board
was the Chair’s role either. Commissioner Concepcion related her previous experience
with a Chair dictating working groups and noted the need to get to a better place.
Commissioner Camargo expressed her thoughts about division of work as an independent
Commissioner, while still trying to be part of one voice at the Commission. She also
discussed the differences between working groups and subcommittees.

Commissioner Stebbins asked if the Chair should be mandated to assign work to
Commissioners in a public meeting. The Chair asked if there was a way to abide by the
OML and still collaborate. Mediator Podziba felt that it was a question for the General
Counsel (GC) and noted the OML was very unusual for mediation. The Chair noted they
were somewhat boxed in but wanted to expand the box to gain trust and expand
communication. Commissioner Camargo explained that this was only the fifth meeting
and that it was a long process. She opined that the Chair could form a working group to
figure out how to expand the box to gain trust and communication.

Mediator Podziba stated that she heard two proposals: (1) that the Chair determined, after
consultation with others, who would serve on which working group, and (2) that the
Chair determined who was on which working group that related to operations, but the
Commissioners determine or propose working groups based on their own interests (apart
from the Chair). Commissioner Roy suggested that there should be a delineation between
internal and external working groups. The Chair questioned if multiple Commissioners
working on the same thing could potentially invoke a quorum issue. Commissioner
Stebbins noted OML considerations in this process. Mediator Podziba raised the issue of
how the Chair should act in the situations where multiple Commissioners want to work
on the same issue. Commissioner Camargo asked how such an approach would be related
to regulations.

The ED noted his anxiety around the creation of working groups and how broad or
general they were going to be because of expectations. He added that if there was going
to be public discussions about working groups, there could be a possibility of mundane
things that they need to get done with the ED’s discretion and noted the need to find that
Roy asked if the Commissioners could go into executive session at any time during
public meetings for sensitive topics. The ED explained that they could within the
appropriate circumstances and notice requirements.

Commissioner Concepcion asked how the working group would function in a public
meeting setting. Mediator Podziba provided a hypothetical on how the process would
work with agenda items on subjects like billboards for example, and then perhaps going
into executive session for further discussions if needed.

Mediator Podziba provided further clarification on working group related issues, and that
she wished to table the discussion. She explained that she would write up suggested

C




language on this topic because this appeared to be a core issue. The implications of
having those types of discussions in public was discussed. Mediator Podziba noted
Commissioner Stebbins’ proposal to have working group discussions in a public meeting.
Commissioner Stebbins noted their individual responsibility to understand what should
not be public. He added that they should allow the Chair the discretion to set the agenda
and the other Commissioners, and the ED could weigh in on the agenda.

The Commission took a short recess.

e Commissioner Stebbins gave an overview of the role of the Commission Secretary and
noted the reasoning behind his draft of the job description. Commissioner Camargo said
that she appreciated the level of detail in the Charter.

e In reference to tax rates, Commissioner Stebbins stated that in the statute there was a
review of the tax rate and implications and if they have questions or concerns about it,
they can submit a report with the legislature. The ED mentioned they were not obligated
to submit one, but they have the ability to evaluate and explained the process. Mediator
Podziba proposed language for tax rates and tax implications.

e The ED mentioned public records request (PRR) implications and the volume of PRRs
received by the Commission. Commissioner Stebbins noted statutory requirements and
timelines. Mediator Podziba and Commissioner Stebbins proposed language.
Commissioner Roy proposed language for both the Treasurer and the Secretary around
reporting to the Commission.

e Commissioner Roy asked a question related to the minutes of the CAB meetings. The ED
stated that they are governed by the OML. He explained that while minutes are taken by
CAB members, he cannot speak on the accuracy of minutes because the Commission did
not have oversight of the meetings. The ED stated that it was the CAB Chair’s
responsibility for taking minutes at those meetings. The ED clarified that the
Commissioners do not get to vote on the minutes if they were misquoted and they would
not have the ability to change or rectify them.

e Commissioner Camargo gave an overview of the role of the Commission Treasurer and
noted the reasoning behind her draft of the job description. Commissioner Stebbins asked
a clarifying question related to the fourth bullet and how it related to the recent legislative
changes. Commissioner Camargo noted that the role should serve as extra eyes on the
regulatory process and the role of the Chief Financial Accounting Officer (CFAQO). The
ED noted that budget discussions were discussed in the department head meetings.
Commissioner Stebbins noted the difference between budget development and the cost
assessment of the Commission’s operations. Mediator Podziba proposed language.
Commissioner Camargo noted the regulatory process was going to have an impact
internally and on the industry. Commissioner Concepcion noted that she saw it as two
different analyses and processes. Commissioner Stebbins noted his preference would be
to focus on the operational cost for the Commission for these regulatory changes. He also
noted the small business impact statement was supposed to anticipate and added that was
more of the formal part of the promulgation of regulations. The ED noted his previous

C



comments related to how the process had worked in the past and noted the benefit of
considering fiscal implications of regulatory change. Commissioner Roy noted the
massive undertaking of doing fiscal impact assessments of all regulatory changes.
Commissioner Camargo stated she envisioned it as the Treasurer having the
responsibility to figure it out with the CFAO and the ED.

Commissioner Roy raised the issue of whether the Treasurer should be involved in the
procurement management team (PMT); the ED did not think that the Treasurer should be
involved. The Chair noted her worry of putting too much detail in the role, i.e., the
Treasurer is not the CFAO of the Commission. The ED saw the Treasurer’s role as a
check on the finance staff. Commissioner Camargo explained the reasoning behind
adding the level of detail on the process. The ED noted a change to the second bullet.
Commissioner Concepcion asked a clarifying question related to the third bullet
regarding a budget director. Commissioner Roy commented that the fifth bullet sounded
redundant. The ED mentioned reallocating resources and working with the Treasurer to
come back to the Commission. Commissioner Camargo and Mediator Podziba provided
proposed language regarding the fifth bullet. Mediator Podziba suggested adding that if
changes are proposed to the ED’s goals, then provide the Commission with information
on excepted related costs. Commissioner Camargo noted that it was in the job function of
the CFAO to provide that and the Treasurer could provide oversight. Mediator Podziba
provided further proposed process regarding developing information, or just conveying
information and the Treasurer operating in a “stop and think” role. Commissioner
Camargo noted that she had full confidence in the current CFAO but that in the future
someone else might be filling the role. Proposed language should emphasize working in
conjunction with the CFAQ. The ED noted that someone at the Commission level should
be responsible for the financial aspect.

The EVALI emergency was discussed in terms of its cost and how it came into being.
Mediator Podziba went on to the next bullet and Commissioner Camargo noted the
context behind the bullet. The ED stated that historically the Chair and the ED would
testify before Ways and Means. The Chair suggested the Treasurer should prepare the
Chair in advance of any testimony. Commissioner Camargo added that collaboration
should occur with the CFAO and Government Affairs. Commissioner Concepcion stated
that three of the bullets were mostly the same. Commissioner Camargo gave more
explanation for the bullets and Mediator Podziba proposed language in this area. The
option for producing a Treasurer’s report at a public meeting was discussed.
Commissioner Camargo suggested more transparency on their budget, and that the
process could result in quarterly basis reviews, through the CFAO reports. Commissioner
Stebbins discussed an end of year close-out, and midyear progress report. The ED
recommended that the last and first bullet could be merged.

Commissioner Roy asked about the (1) three-line items and the operational budget, (2)
the medical side and (3) public awareness, and whether they needed to speak to this due
to different strategies. Commissioner Concepcion stated she felt there might need to be
more of a conversation at the Commission level for some of that when talking about their
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outreach strategy. She thought that was not relegated to just the Treasurer and it was
more a Commission conversation, and Commissioner Camargo agreed. Commissioner
Camargo said that she took the language from the Charter and explained her reasoning
behind the language provided. In reference to the last bullet, the relation between the
sponsor and the sponsoring process was discussed.

Commissioner Concepcion opined that the Treasurer should be involved the budgetary
process, but the ED disagreed. Commissioner Camargo noted the Commissioners had not
been involved in the budget process. Commissioner Concepcion noted that the budget did
not just stop there and referenced other legislative procedures where funding may be
dispersed to agencies. Commissioner Camargo proposed that the conversation needed to
be tabled and discussed further. Mediator Podziba noted it could be revised based on the
discussion, and know it is not final due to being linked to issues that will be brought up
with the budget. She then raised what the Treasurer’s role and the other Commissioner’s
roles were in that legislative outreach on the budget. Commissioner Camargo and
Commissioner Concepcion stated it was broader than just legislative outreach.
Commissioner Concepcion added she understood advocating for something that was not
in the budget could be conflicting. The Chair explained her role as an alternative
spokesperson. Commissioner Roy noted that “strategy” could have different meanings.
Mediator Podziba mentioned her prior understanding, regarding the creation of a budget
and (aligned with that and concurrent with that) the creation of a budget legislative
strategy; both of those would be voted on together by the Commission, then acted on.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that there was some cause of concern for using the
legislative outreach policy for budgetary items and felt that the Treasurer should be more
involved in the budgetary process. Commissioner Camargo cited the public awareness
campaign and the necessity to figure out the budgetary process. Commissioner
Concepcion noted that she believed that that could aligned with the regulated cycle and
the way they operate. Commissioner Stebbins opined about the current budgetary process
being aligned with the current budgeting outreach strategy. Mediator Podziba said that
she will work on the budgetary process and proposed edits, then circle back.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the role of the ED and explained the reasoning
behind her draft of the job description. The ED noted that Commissioners vote to adopt
all job descriptions and that the ED’s authority to hire staff was granted by statute. The
ED introduced the possibility of creating new job positions. The ED mentioned that
language was included to account for votes on responsible vendor training renewals.
Commissioner Stebbins asked if they should include language related to the role of the
Chair of the CAB. Commissioner Concepcion thought it should be referenced.
Commissioner Stebbins noted that he would like to unpack (j). The Chair provided an
example as to why she did not want to have to coordinate with the ED on all instances.
The ED noted instances where questions are innocent and simple where someone would
not need to coordinate with the ED and instances where its more complex and they do not

C



coordinate with the ED on Commissioner requests for information and staff support. The
Chair noted that there needed to be a way for Commissioners to get a quick answer. She
noted the need to create a process where the ED can be involved but where he may not
slow down the process. The Chair asked if some of the work could be deputized to
someone, who could alleviate some of the pressure of his job. Commissioner Concepcion
noted a previous experience with the platform Slack. The ED noted the OML and PRR
implications of such an approach.

Mediator Podziba stated the question on the table was if the ED always coordinated staff
responses to Commission requests for information and staff support, and if there are any
other alternatives.

Issues regarding obtaining quick answers to questions was addressed, particularly in
being sensitive to not overburdening the ED as a funnel for such requests. The ED said he
often had to become involved in the process when determining whom the request should
be directed to, for instance.

The ED explained that his goal was to give the Commissioners equal access to the same
information. The Chair recommended that the ED come up with a structure that respected
their need to get a faster than 48-hour response to a query. The ED spoke to why there
was no set process, particularly given the relative complexity/lack of complexity in a
query. Commissioner Camargo noted how hard the ED role was, and queried whether a
Chief of Staff could alleviate this rub. Commissioner Concepcion asked if ego was
playing a role. The ED agreed to some extent and provided an example of the risk of
Commissioners getting upset with him for providing information to other Commissioners
first. The ED noted that although there were instances where the current process worked,
he admitted that it did not always work and elaborated that sharing information or being
perceived as providing information too late was an issue. Commissioner Camargo
observed that it was part of the culture that had been embedded at the Commission.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that it was detrimental to the culture for the ED and
Commissioners to be limited with information they are allowed to share. The Chair noted
the OML and PRR implications of the process. She also reiterated that there needed to be
a process for getting responses, and not necessarily answers, within a timely fashion.
Commissioner Concepcion noted the implication that if she was having a conversation
with a senior staff person, they would not be able to have a full conversation with her.
The ED stated he would expect the senior staff member to give him a heads up when
things come up. He added he needed the space to make decisions and recommendations
to Commissioners. The Chair mentioned she wanted the ED to avoid “going around”
each other. The ED stated he saw the value in staff having the ability to lean on
Commissioners, in developing ideas, and being collaborative. Commissioner Concepcion
asked a question related to the regulatory Commission identification process, and when
Commissioners will receive information. The ED stated individual departments are
identifying when it will be a discussion with Commissioners.

Mediator Podziba stated that the discussion was very insightful and noted that the Chair
had posed a question for the ED regarding what could make his and everyone’s life
easier, while limiting the incentives to “go around” each other. She urged everyone to
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take time and think about some nuances and ideas about certain scenarios. Commissioner
Roy proposed an idea of presenting all the questions to the ED every Friday.
Commissioner Concepcion noted she was really concerned about this and that it spoke to
the culture, as staff should feel free to speak with Commissioners freely. The ED added
that staff have also sought protection from Commissioners. Commissioner Stebbins
proposed determining what is a fact-finding communication, and what constitutes a
policy communication. The ED stated he did not have a policy concerning check-ins for
Commissioners with department heads.

Commissioner Stebbins referenced No. 2(b), the OML, and added that he never went
directly to the Chair to ask for an agenda item. The Chair stated that she does not have a
preferred process or policy for adding an agenda item. Commissioner Roy proposed a
policy for proposing topics and mentioned past policy regarding weekly check-ins with
the Chair. The Chair wanted to set up individual meetings with Commissioners.
Commissioner Camargo and Commissioner Stebbins mentioned why they developed the
new process and described the policy. The ED mentioned they should all reach an
agreement as a group before consulting with staff. Mediator Podziba stated they would
figure that out in a later section. Commissioner Stebbins noted that he was comfortable
with (b) but there needed to be review for OML implications. The ED noted he believed
there was an allowance for agenda setting because the agenda is public information.
Commissioner Stebbins stated the desire to protect against setting one’s own rules. The
Chair noted the statutory implications of the process and recommended they consult the
GC. Commissioner Roy stated the last process did work overall. The ED noted there had
been instances where the agenda was used as a weapon and a tug of war for authority.
The Chair asked a question regarding whether No. 2(c) undermined the Chair’s ability to
set an agenda. Commissioner Camargo remarked about the built- in culture and how the
CCC is unlike any Commission in the Commonwealth. The ED opined that (c) was a
RROO reference. Mediator Podziba and Commissioner Stebbins proposed some language
based on RROO. Commissioner Stebbins spoke about items being brought up, but not
being able to vote on them. The Chair felt like this constituted getting around the public
posting. The effect of 48-hour advance notice was raised, particularly in when votes may
be taken or not taken. The ED added the Chair controlled discussion and debate and
explained the process of suggesting if a Commissioner wanted to raise business, then they
should wait a month. He added that they can ask that new business be put to a vote in a
certain situation. Commissioner Stebbins suggested taking No.2(c) out, and maybe it was
better referenced in “Agenda Setting”. Commissioner Camargo touched on RROO and
stated it was key to have it somewhere in the Charter. Mediator Podziba confirmed the
new language with Commissioner Stebbins and where language should be moved. The
Chair asked if items were automatically up for a vote during the next meeting.
Commissioner Stebbins stated it was still the Chair who set the agenda for the next
meeting. Commissioner Camargo asked Commissioner Stebbins if this was from RROO,
and he stated this followed the Secretary of State’s guidelines. The ED added it was
governed by OML and RROO, and the Charter could not change those terms.
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Commissioner Camargo asked if they should be taking language from the OML or the
Secretary of the State. The ED stated he did not think the OML would be explicit about
including an agenda item for new business. The ED stated that if an item was voted on to
be included, then it would stay on the agenda.

e Mediator Podziba stated they had identified two items at this meeting that they need
support on: (1) referencing OML and whether Commissioners can make proposals to the
Chair for agenda items, and (2) regarding articulation of boundaries with respect to
engagement with staff and the need to make sure there were bright lines with the
potential of being an adjudicatory body. Commissioner Stebbins and the ED agreed to
work on the first question and the ED agreed to work on the second question.

e Mediator Podziba went on to discuss outreach and consultation on the Charter by the
staff. She asked if they had any opinions on which staff should look at the document to
get input and feedback and if they wanted to show staff prior to finalizing to get feedback
and to educate them. Commissioner Camargo emphasized the need to educate staff on the
Charter. Mediator Podziba mentioned improving the culture by engaging staff on the
critical document. The ED noted that he engaged staff by making them aware of the
existence of a project. The ED commented that knew the mediation process has been
going on for a while and their expectations. The Chair felt that the Charter was not fully
baked and ready for staff review. She added she received good and concrete answers
from the GC around the dichotomy between the Commissioners and employees. Mediator
Podziba stated they would not implement anything now regarding staff interaction, but
they would come up with a plan about who is involved and receive their feedback. She
added the GC would need to go through the document for legal questions. The ED raised
the possibility of bringing up the project during the upcoming all-staff meeting.
Commissioner Concepcion noted the importance of circulating a preliminary Charter
draft with staff. Commissioner Stebbins cautioned when talking with staff to not lose the
confidential protection they had during executive session. The ED mentioned that culture
had been a major topic with staff, and he wanted to reassure them that addressing
Commission culture had not been abandoned. Commissioner Camargo emphasized how
much work they had done to break barriers with staff.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn the executive session.
e Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:

Commissioner Camargo — Yes

Commissioner Concepcion — Yes

Commissioner Roy — Yes

Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

Chair O’Brien — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION
November 22, 2022

Remote Participation via Microsoft Teams

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:

List of Discussion Items for Executive Session 8

20221117 Draft Governance Charter V2

Draft Executive Director Job Posting

Draft Cannabis Control Commission Commissioner Job Description

In Attendance:

Chair Shannon O’Brien

Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins

Executive Director Shawn Collins
Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez

Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
. Call to Order

The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26)

Mediator Podziba began with discussing the Structural Mechanisms for Joint
Commissioner and Staff Work section and asked for feedback on No. 1. Commissioners
confirmed that they were agreeable with the redline edits. The Chair asked if No. 3 broke
from current practices and Mediator Podziba stated it had been added to reflect feedback
from a memorandum. There was a discussion about what No. 3 should contain, but
ultimately there was an agreement to keep No. 3 in the Charter. Commissioners and the
ED discussed whether No. 3 sufficiently described how to initiate a project charter and
Commissioner Roy suggested adding language to provide the ED with advance notice.
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The ED stated that he did not want to formalize or limit the process too much, but he did
not want to be surprised either. He articulated the peril attendant to not receiving notice
until very late in the process, with a project charter. Mediator Podziba proposed language
to address the ED’s concerns and requested comments from the group. Commissioners
agreed to strike No. 4 as it was redundant and agreed to the redline edits to Nos. 5 and 6.
The Chair suggested that “Executive Assistant” in No. 11 be made plural. Commissioner
Roy suggested an edit to No. 7 to include the Chair in the process of working towards
alternative strategies in the event a project charter is not approved, and the ED suggested
adding that this work would be done in accordance with Open Meeting Law.
Commissioners discussed No. 11 and agreed that the ED should notify Commissioners of
newly formed project charters rather than an executive assistant. Commissioners agreed
to the remainder of this section.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach section and
Commissioners agreed to the redline edit to No. 2. Commissioners and the ED discussed
No. 7(b) and whether adding a timeframe was necessary to the advanced notice of
legislative and/or executive branch outreach language. Commissioner Roy suggested that
there would be as much advanced notification as possible. Commissioner Concepcion
expressed that she preferred the current language because she felt it was less ambiguous.
Mediator Podziba noted that Direct Reports would have an opportunity to review.
Commissioners discussed what communications this provision would apply to and how it
may have affected recent outreach efforts. They ultimately decided not to include a
timeframe.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to the External Communication section and confirmed that
Commissioners were in consensus with the redlined edits to Nos. 2. and 5. The Chair
stated that she was hesitant to restrict a Commissioner’s ability to speak. She gave an
example of muzzling where the Communications team set the order when a
Commissioner can speak at scrum. In that example she explained that if the
Commissioners did not speak during their turn then they would lose their ability to speak
thereafter. The Commissioners discussed how to address the Chair’s concerns and
Mediator Podziba suggested removing the clause indicating that the strategy would be
formalized in an SOP. Commissioners and the ED discussed the current policy regarding
Commissioner participation in press scrums following Public Meetings and how they
arrived at the current policy. There was a discussion about Commissioners
communicating with the Communications team regarding how they would like scrum
procedures to be modified. The ED set forth why the scrum procedures developed: for
example, what happened in an instance when two Commissioners insisted on speaking
last at a scrum. Commissioner Roy noted the process was unfair because of an example
she used where two Commissioners could agree to switch places. Mediator Podziba
suggested moving on and circling back. Commissioners agreed to the redline edit to No.
7 and to list additional departments in No. 8 besides the Communications team. Mediator
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Podziba discussed the redline edits to No. 9, and Commissioners and the ED discussed
what “non-Commission related issues” meant and who determined those issues. The
Chair mentioned political issues, a hypothetical criminal issue regarding a commissioner,
and one’s personal life where he noted that overlap could occur. She elaborated that at
times what a Commissioner did in their personal life affected the Commission. They
agreed to strike the last clause of No. 9 as it was covered by No. 10 and include the word
“work” before “interests.” Mediator Podziba confirmed consensus on redline edits to
Nos. 11 and 13. Regarding the latter, the Chair suggested that they direct staff to provide
a training on best practices regarding social media. Mediator Podziba returned to No. 5
and asked for feedback. Commissioner Concepcion stated her preference to keep “in
consultation with the Commissioners” and the Chair requested striking the reference to
SOPs. The Chair repeated her concern that Commissioners are not “muzzled,” due to
how scrums were organized. The ED noted that any policy in determining participation in
press scrums would still have to be documented, which the Commissioners discussed.
They decided to retain the reference to an SOP which would formalize a strategy
developed by the Communications team in consultation with Commissioners and
approved by the ED. Commissioner Roy asked for clarification on the Commissioner’s
role in the process and the ED stated that they would still have an important role.
Mediator Podziba summarized conversations on the topic and confirmed that
Commissioners were comfortable sharing the draft Charter with Direct Reports.

e Mediator Podziba stated that the next meeting would be held on December 5, 2022.
Commissioners and the ED discussed scheduling and availability. Commissioners and the
ED discussed which staff members should be involved in the meeting and decided to
include only Direct Reports. Mediator Podziba suggested that Direct Reports come to the
meeting before speaking with their staff and the meeting would be a learning opportunity
for Commissioners and staff. Commissioner Stebbins stated that the “Interactions
Between and Among Commissioners and Executive Director, Leadership Teams and
Staff” through the “Accountability, Checks and Balances” sections should be the priority.
Commissioners and the ED discussed how to best present the Charter to staff. Mediator
Podziba suggested that she would share the Charter with Direct Reports after a staff
meeting on November 30, 2022, and then meet one-on-one with them to get feedback
before the meeting on December 5, 2022. She stated that at the outreach and consultation
meeting, she would guide conversation based on feedback from Direct Reports.
Commissioner Camargo suggested that there be time at the outreach and consultation
meeting to meet with staff because they had not met in person yet due to COVID
restrictions. Mediator Podziba confirmed that the meeting would be held from 9:15 a.m.
through 4:00 p.m.

[11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
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Commissioner Camargo — Yes
Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
Commissioner Roy — Yes

Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

Chair O’Brien — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e Discussion Items for Executive Session 9
e 20221123 Draft Charter VV8 with DR feedback.

In Attendance:
e Chair Shannon O’Brien
e Commissioner Nurys Camargo
e Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
e Executive Director Shawn Collins
e General Counsel Christine Baily
e Chief of Enforcement and Investigation Yaw Gyebi
e Chief Operations Officer Alisa Stack
e Chief Communications Officer Cedric Sinclair
e Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez
e Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).
e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and the work that had been
completed since the last Executive Session. She asked Direct Reports (DR) to share
initial feedback. The Chief Communications Officer Cedric Sinclair (CCO Sinclair),
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General Counsel Christine Bailey (GC Bailey), Chief Operations Officer Alisa Stack
(COO Stack), Chief of Investigations and Enforcement Yaw Gyebi (CIE Gyebi),
Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) and the Chair made introductory remarks
regarding the Charter.

Mediator Podziba commenced a review of the Interactions Between and Among
Commissioners, and the Executive Director, Leadership Teams, and Staff section of the
Charter and requested feedback on a requested edit to No. 1. CIE Gyebi noted the
confusion when Commissioners went out of the project management structure. The Chair
stated that she hoped the Charter would develop a better rapport between staff and
Commissioners and formalize the process for requesting resources. CCO Sinclair pointed
out that sometimes a Commissioner’s interest conflicted with those of the Commission.
Mediator Podziba emphasized the need for mutual respect. COO Stack noted that conflict
resolution was not addressed in the Charter, and in response, Commissioner Camargo
replied that accountability was addressed. CIE Gyebi noted that conflicts on policy were
addressed in the Commission’s deliberations which his department relied on in
administrative actions. GC Bailey discussed the different role of Legal from other
departments due to the attorney-client relationship. Mediator Podziba noted the need to
“normalize” conflict for the Commission. COO Stack noted that she liked how lines of
communication were addressed in the Charter, especially as it related to Open Meeting
Law. The Chair suggested using Executive Sessions to discuss difficult situations and
noted her desire for the Commission to enter these discussions yearly. Commissioners
Concepcion and Camargo concurred. Commissioner Roy agreed with COO Stack’s
statement related to conflict resolution and asked for her input on process. COO Stack
deferred to Commissioners to discuss a conflict resolution piece to put into the Charter
that worked for them and what they thought was sustainable for their successors. GC
Bailey echoed the comments from CIE Gyebi relative to having difficult conversations in
a public meeting. Commissioners, the ED, and DRs discussed how conflict on policy
matters had been resolved in Public Meetings. Mediator Podziba noted that there should
be a section in the Charter related to conflict resolution. Commissioner Camargo
suggested that it would be helpful for the DR to come back with recommendations. GC
Bailey asked for clarification on the types of conflicts they were trying to resolve and
whether they were seeking to address conflict between Commissioners or conflict
between Commissioners and staff. Mediator Podziba explained that it was both and it was
her intent to make the conflict resolution productive. Commissioner Stebbins asked if the
conflict section should differentiate between solving for policy questions and for
priorities. CIE Gyebi referenced the hectic nature of the Commission’s work environment
the need to slow the pace down. Commissioner Camargo noted that Commissioners were
having the conversation with the ED, in his role as the traffic cop. COO Stack noted the
need to think about the staff especially as it related to the remote environment and the
need for them to think about a workforce with diverse needs and preferences. The Chair
acknowledged her point but noted a difficulty in connecting with the staff. Commissioner
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Roy described her process for requesting staff resources. CIE Gyebi appreciated
Commissioner Roy’s process and how it helped keep his staff better resourced.

Mediator Podziba reviewed questions related to No. 9(b) relative to personnel actions.
GC Bailey noted the legal implications surrounding certain discussions of personnel
issues. COO Stack discussed her edits to Nos. 11 and 12. Commissioner Roy related the
Commissioner’s rights and authority to stop by any dispensary related to No. 11.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that the edits to No. 11 where more related to formal
invitations and discussed the 30A implications. COO Stack needed to understand when
Commissioners need staff. Mediator Podziba agreed to break down No. 11 further. CIE
Gyebi discussed the role of standard operating procedures (SOP) in developing processes
and discussed 30A concerns. He also noted that Commissioners had a right to visit
dispensaries, but cautioned Commissioners to be careful. The Chair discussed the tragedy
in Holyoke as it related to No. 9 and stressed the need know what was going on in the
industry, and in investigations. Commissioner Camargo concurred and discussed the
incident further. Commissioner Concepcion agreed with the Chair and wanted to
understand issues before a public meeting. Commissioner Roy expressed that
Commissioners needed to know when public safety and health was in jeopardy. The ED
responded that this topic was discussed in the External Communications section as No.
11. Mediator Podziba mentioned the role of an SOP and whether No. 9 conflicted with
page 13, External Communications, No. 11. Mediator Podziba and Commissioner
Concepcion noted that No.11 on page 13, under External Communications, might not fit
all situations. GC Bailey pointed to No. 9 in relation to 30A and noted that
Commissioners should be aware of publicly available information, but Commissioner
should stay away from discussing and drawing legal conclusions on a matter. CIE Gyebi
provided proposed language and noted the need to use caution. Commissioner
Concepcion offered further edits and recommendations for the language. Commissioner
Stebbins agreed with No.11 on page 13, and that they could have conversations as long as
Commissioners were not acting with bias. Commissioner Concepcion explained the role
of Commissioners acting as judges and the requirement to maintain impartiality.
Mediator Podziba provided further edits. The Chair noted that ultimately Commissioners
needed to preserve impartiality as they are the ultimate arbiters as regulators. CIE Gyebi
discussed potential conflicts and reiterated that the Commissioners were the decision
makers. He provided examples of how he has handled investigations and discussed the
posting of investigative materials. Mediator Podziba asked CCO Sinclair and GC Bailey
to share their opinion. CCO Sinclair noted that the language that CIE Gyebi proposed
was too descriptive and offered further language to No. 9. He added that staff reputations
were also on the line and noted an example. He emphasized the need to create a safe
space where Commissioners and staff were both protected. GC Bailey noted that the
Commissioners had different roles, but their ultimate role was adjudicator. She also noted
that staff should feel comfortable with sharing information in confidence. She discussed
the role of CIE Gyebi and the fact that some investigations could be conducted in private.
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COO Stack noted that an SOP had been developed to protect sensitive information and
that it could be shared and reviewed. CIE Gyebi explained his edits and that the
perspective of GC Bailey and CCO Sinclair were not mutually exclusive.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba revisited the conversation on No. 9 in the Interactions Between and
Among Commissioners, and the Executive Director, Leadership Teams, and Staff
section. Commissioner Roy explained that Commissioners could not be completely in the
dark on certain matters and asked how the Commission balanced the adjudicatory role
with understanding the situation. Commissioner Stebbins asked for No. 9 to be broken
down to respect their roles and their need to know. CIE Gyebi opined that the Charter
should be aspirational in nature and again noted 30A. He spoke about the role of fire
walls and that he was trying to protect the Commission. Mediator Podziba observed that
consensus had been reached and there was a need to wordsmith the language. GC Bailey
asked Commissioners to detail the tension that they face. Commissioner Concepcion
mentioned a need to stay informed. The Chair also noted that the timeline of
investigations was a source of tension and noted the burden on licensees and the public.
She explained the infrastructure created by the legislation created an overly “criminal”
nature, and the need to understand (1) what regulation were, (2) why the Commission
was regulating something and (3) who the Commission was serving. She expressed the
desire to understand investigations in order to communicate about them. Commissioner
Concepcion noted that she does not feel the pressure from outside entities and that people
and entities do not understand 30A and the role of Commissioners. The Chair agreed but
wanted to ensure that Commissioners communicated with licensees. Commissioner Roy
discussed how she has handled questions on investigations and asked for talking points
from staff.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Structural Mechanisms for Joint Commissioner and Staff
Work section of the Charter. Mediator Podziba, and COO Stack noted that it read like an
SOP. Mediator Podziba explained that there was a desire to have a one stop shop where
Commissioners could understand the process. The Chair noted that even with the SOPs,
Commissioners where still confused about the process. Mediator Podziba asked if the
Charter should reference the SOP instead of having it integrated into the Charter. COO
Stack recommended that the SOP be referenced. Commissioner Camargo commented
that the Charter was meant to be a handbook for Commissioners. The Executive Director
warned that the conversation might culminate in creating a two-tiered Charter. CIE Gyebi
noted that he liked the SOP process as it allowed his staff to detail their work. COO Stack
said that the Commission could copy and paste the SOPs into the Charter. Mediator
Podziba preferred to look at the Charter instead of copy and pasting it. COO Stack noted
that there could be an issue if the agency updated the SOP but the text of an old SOP
remained in the Charter. COO Stack stated that that SOPs were updated at least annually.
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Mediator Podziba moved to review Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach section.
GC Bailey noted that Legal often received questions from other agencies and asked (1)
what the Commission was reviewing, (2) what kind of interactions they were looking to
review and (3) how policy reviews should be completed. She provided further examples
of how the process worked in terms of subpoenas. She agreed with the language in this
section if it was only related to policy. The ED noted that it was related to policy and
provided further clarification into the process. Mediator Podziba said that the section was
not clear to GC Bailey and asked how the section could be clearer. GC Bailey requested
language in the Charter to incorporate limiting language related to the role of the Legal
Department. She mentioned her role to let Commissioners know when they are in
compliance, and she distinguished compliance from policy. GC Bailey noted the new
equity legislation and the role of municipalities as an example. She added that the
Department of Government Affairs and Policy (DGAP) perspectives might not be in
alignment with the Legal Department’s. Mediator Podziba asked GC Bailey to provide
draft additional draft language. CCO Sinclair felt that there was some utility in getting
staff feedback. Commissioner Camargo provided a hypothetical on how the process
would work if a Commissioner was abiding by the policy, but not communicating her
priority to other Commissioners. GC Bailey explained the utility to reaching out to the
Legal department in the process. Commissioner Stebbins noted that it could be built into
No. 7. The Chair commented that the ED was the traffic cop, punching bag and bottle
neck. She echoed Commissioner Camargo’s hypothetical and cited some intricacies in the
process. The Chair also raised previous comments related to the addition of a Chief of
Staff and noted that Commissioners needed to know what subjects other Commissioners
were already leading. COO Stack noted that utility of an SOP in the process. She
explained the role of the Executive Director in outreach and opined that the Charter was
silent on that point. She also discussed that there might be technological fixes related to
the sharing of information. GC Bailey related the open meeting law implications when a
public document shared an opinion. Commissioner Stebbins noted the responsibility of
Commissioners to bring topics to Public Meeting in order for other Commissioners to
understand the work that was being done individually. He explained that bringing those
topics forward at public meeting allowed for conversations to take place about those
projects. Mediator Podziba said that the reporting mechanisms were outlined in the
Charter. She entertained clarifying questions from Commissioner Concepcion and CCO
Sinclair. The proposed agenda item section was discussed, as well as potential utility in
having the conversation at a public meeting. Commissioner Camargo mentioned the need
to not being afraid of communicating and pushing back on each other at a public meeting.
The Chair recommended this approach and added that flexibility should be built into this
process. She explained that staff should never be embarrassed at a public meeting.
Commissioner Concepcion noted that she used opening comments to communicate her
priorities and ongoing projects. Mediator Podziba provided some language edits to No. 1,
relative to the role of the ED. The ED explained that his role could be expanded further in
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No. 5. COO Stack noted that there was an opportunity to expand the role of ED to an
earlier section. The ED echoed COO Stack’s comments related to the roles of
responsibilities. Commissioner Roy asked a question related to CANNRA and wanted to
get involved. She asked whether the section was related to the state entities. CCO Sinclair
noted that the conversation was relevant to more than CANNRA. GC Bailey raised the
issue of the role of appointing authorities and the level of communication between
Commissioners and the appointing authority. The ED expressed that it depended on the
posture of the conversation and whether it implicated policy. CIE Gyebi saw utility in
adding language related to communication with the appointing authorities.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the External Communications section. She provided
background and mentioned previous conversations on the topic. CCO Sinclair noted that
logistically there could be challenges related to implementing the proposed changes to
No. 2 and provided feedback. Mediator Podziba asked how press engagements were
handled. CCO Sinclair detailed how press engagements were currently handled.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the External Communication section of the Charter.
The Chair felt that the Chair’s statutory language should be included and emphasized the
need to respect the Communications Department’s responsibilities. CCO Sinclair noted
that the statute did not designate the Chair as the spokesperson. The Chair believed that
certain sections of the statute assigned certain roles to the Chair. CCO Sinclair related the
history of the Commission and noted that the previous Chair did not act as a
spokesperson for the Commission. The Chair stated her preference for the staff to
facilitate press engagements but to not dictate the process. CIE Gyebi opined that there
were five Commissioners, and he thinks of them as “the Commission.” He then opined
about the ED’s role and the role of the Staff. The Chair noted her preference that
Commissioners retain the ultimate power related to the press engagement. The Chair
opined that, in some sections, the ED would be the appropriate spokesperson. CIE Gyebi
felt that the legislation was ambiguous related to how the Commission communicated.
Commissioner Camargo advocated balance and some shared contribution to
communications. The Chair noted dissatisfaction with how the scrum process currently
worked and expressed that staff should not be able to tell the Commissioners whether
they can speak or not. She also noted that there was a happy medium and the Chair
should have a say on reaching that medium. Commissioner Camargo pointed out that the
Chair was describing two separate issues: the (1) scrum and (2) the role of the Chair
related to acting as the spokesperson. The Chair wished to discuss the role of the Chair
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further in regard to communications. COO Stack noted that she found the section
confusing and spoke about how staff could be external communicators. She asked about
the intent of the section. Commissioner Concepcion provided further clarity related to the
section and why it was developed. Commissioner Roy asked a clarifying question and
asked CCO Sinclair to detail how a previous press engagement worked. CCO Sinclair
noted how the previous press inquiries were handled. He articulated intricacies in the
process and the difficulty related to incorporating the Chair in the process. The Chair
opined that notifications would be helpful. Mediator Podziba asked how many press
inquiries were typically received on a daily basis. CCO Sinclair relayed how some of the
process was handled, and CIE Gyebi noted that an additional step has an impact on staff.
He discussed resources and the need to make the Charter broad so that it may work for
Commissioners. COO Stack reiterated that she found this section confusing and discussed
the role of SOP and Policy. In response, Commissioner Roy and COO Stack debated
three possible options for the Communications Department. GC Bailey mentioned the
public records request implications of the communicating with different Commissioners.
The board discussed the mechanics guiding how the press scrum worked. In response, the
Chair noted her understanding of the process and her preference not to have the Staff tell
the Commissioners how to speak. Mediator Podziba explained that there was agreement
and noted that there needed to be a review of SOPs. Commissioner Camargo asked
Mediator Podziba to summarize the conversation and discuss next steps. Mediator
Podziba replied that there were too many proposed edits currently, and so she would
review the SOPs and redraft the section. The Chair discussed COO Stack’s concern
related to not muzzling communications. COO Stack found No. 6 specifically confusing,
and asked a question related to how the section applies to already approved processes.
COO Stack noted that they should think about their successors when considering this
section. GC Bailey explained that there were situations where the Commission has dual
jurisdiction on a subject matter and recommended changes to No. 13(c). She also advised
that Commissioners should not use personal social media accounts for official business.
She explained that there have been materials developed to guide Commissioners and
noted a previous situation. Commissioner Concepcion raised the issue of the need to
determine when one’s opinion was their personal statement and not an opinion on behalf
of the entire Commission. The Chair noted that there needed to be an ethics training and
Mediator Podziba noted that there also needed to be a social media training. CCO
Sinclair cited No. 5 and the impact on staff and Commissioners. The Chair noted that she
was not a part of the development and that her preference was not to have Commissioners
muzzled. CCO Sinclair noted that they have discussed various approaches to the issue.
Commissioner Roy commented that there could be a situation where Commissioners
could work together to swap positions. CCO Sinclair opined about how other
Commissioners were affected. Commissioner Concepcion noted that she did not have a
problem with the current process. Mediator Podziba then provided an overview and set
forth next steps.
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Mediator Podziba moved to review the Roles and Responsibilities section and discussed
how it was developed. Commissioner Roy mentioned that (b) potentially limited the ED’s
authority and emphasized his role to direct, manage and coordinate staff. Mediator
Podziba proposed some language alterations. COO Stack offered a standard clause of “by
and through Staff.” Mediator Podziba began a discussion regarding (i). GC Bailey
proposed the language changes to (i) to ensure that the ED had hiring and firing authority.
Commissioner Roy asked if the section should address negotiating with unions. GC
Bailey proposed language changes to (i) and noted she would work with Mediator
Podziba to draft language. Mediator Podziba discussed the EDs short and long-term
goals. GC Bailey noted the role of the ED in litigation, and that litigation is an external
communication. Mediator Podziba solicited any proposed changes. The ED proposed
language and commented about the importance of knowing what he can testify to and
what he should avoid testifying about, particularly when decisions had not been made on
issues. Commissioner Roy noted the adjudicatory function and that there was not
language included on the subject. CIE Gyebi mentioned that the 30A process needed to
evolve. GC Bailey noted that the Suitability Review Committee process was not a formal
hearing process and the role of the hearing officer in conducting formal hearings. She
discussed the ED’s role in approving or disapproving recommendations and emphasized
that the regulatory process was an implementation process. Commissioner Concepcion
raised delegation of authority and noted the implications. The ED explained that he did
not make suitability determinations but he instead made recommendations. GC Bailey
offered to work on drafting language on this issue. CIE Gyebi agreed that powers cannot
be taken away from the ED to follow and enforce the laws of the Commonwealth,
because of the statute and opined that suitability was an authority that the Commission
had not relinquished. GC Bailey observed that in a traditional licensing agency the ED
would have the ultimate authority to make the call. GC Bailey noted on 30A at the
Commission, the process was governed by statute and case law and there was not a need
to discuss it in the Charter. CIE Gyebi noted his preference to keep the language broad in
order to not box in the process.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Executive Director section. COO Stack
recommended striking “strategic” out of the first goal and stated her reasoning behind
striking that word. The Chair noted her preference to table the discussion as this is part of
a larger discussion. Mediator Podziba noted the reasoning behind employing the word
“strategic” in lieu of a previous word i.e., “broad based,” that was used. GC Bailey
proposed language about advancing the legislature’s mandate and the mission of the
Commission.

Mediator Podziba moved to next steps and confirmed the Commissioners were
comfortable with sharing the next version of Charter with the Department Heads and
requested that GC Bailey conduct a legal review. Mediator Podziba stated the necessity
for an additional two meetings, and given the diversity of opinion, she would put together
a plan. She discussed how prior mediation meetings differed from current sessions.
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I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:

Commissioner Camargo — Yes

Commissioner Concepcion — Yes

Commissioner Roy — Yes

Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

Chair O’Brien — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION
February 15, 2023

Remote Participation via Zoom
EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e 20220212 Draft Charter V9
e List of Discussion Items for Executive Session 10

In Attendance:

e Chair Shannon O’Brien
Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
Executive Director Shawn Collins
Associate General Counsel Michael Baker
Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

1. Discussion

e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and the work that had been
completed since the last executive session.

e Mediator Podziba moved to the section on Interactions Between and Among
Commissioners and Executive Director, Leadership Teams, and Staff, and confirmed
there was no disagreement with the requested edit to No. 1. Mediator Podziba read the
requested edit from staff to No. 9 and asked for feedback. The Chair Shannon O’Brien
(Chair) stated that this section, as drafted, may be too stringent. She asked where
someone should go when a legitimate complaint existed about an ongoing investigation.
Commissioner Roy responded that No. 9 allowed Commissioners to request information
on an investigation and Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) confirmed.
Commissioner Roy suggesting adding that Commissioners would be entitled to
information regarding an investigation, as well as being able to request it. Mediator
Podziba clarified for Commissioner Camargo that leadership included the ED, Direct
Reports, and Department heads, which was specified earlier in the document.
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Commissioners and the ED discussed when and how they should be alerted to issues that
could become public. Mediator Podziba summarized that under this agreement the ED
would be the person who conveyed this type of emergency information. Regarding No. 9,
Commissioner Stebbins requested removing the word “prosecutorial” and noted that this
section was not clear on what Commissioners should do once they receive information
from leadership regarding an investigation or who was the judge of “special treatment”
under No. 9(a). Mediator Podziba asked to table No. 9 until the General Counsel (GC)
and Chief of Investigations and Enforcement (CIE) were available. The Chair noted
frustration regarding the timeline and transparency of investigations. Mediator Podziba
moved No. 10 and asked for feedback. The Chair suggested including “in consultation
with the ED” and the ED noted that visits to businesses was covered elsewhere and
suggested removing “legislatures.” Commissioners and the ED discussed and agreed to
revise No. 10 to read: “Commissioners will inform the Executive Director and/or
appropriate Department Heads, as needed, of invitations to participate in conferences.”
Mediator Podziba moved on to No. 11 and asked for feedback. The Chair requested
striking this section as it was covered by the Enhanced Code of Ethics of which
Commissioners are bound. Commissioners Stebbins and Concepcion concurred. Mediator
Podziba confirmed that there was consensus on No. 12. The Chair stated that she felt No.
13 was overly restrictive as Commissioners could be helpful in personnel matters.
Commissioner Roy noted the way the language was written, it would require the
Commissioners to coordinate with both the ED and Chief People Officer (CPO). The ED
noted that if a personnel matter was raised with a Commissioner, it needed to be reported.
The Chair noted the need for a culture shift so that staff and Commissioners could freely
communicate and properly request resources. Commissioner Camargo concurred.
Commissioner Roy stated that access to exit interviews may be helpful for addressing
culture. Mediator Podziba suggested tabling Nos. 13 and 14 until the GC, CIE and Chief
People Officer (CPO) opined.

e Mediator Podziba moved to the Press and Media Engagement section and asked for
feedback. Commissioner Stebbins advocated including “External Communications” in
the title which had been stricken. The Chair raised the language “in collaboration with
Commissioners” in No. 1 and stated that she wanted it to be clearer that Commissioners
would direct press and media management. Commissioners discussed how to address the
Chair’s concern and Commissioner Stebbins suggested striking No. 1 and starting with
No. 2. Mediator Podziba summarized that Commissioners had previously discussed how
to rely on the Communications team as strategic advisors while not delegating authority.
The Chair observed that there had been disagreements from Communications on
messaging which is the prerogative of Commissioners. She opined the Chair had the
statutory authority to develop strategy when there was no consensus. The Chair cited the
example of driver’s education and staff pushback. Commissioner Roy agreed and noted
that it had taken three weeks for a tweet to be posted regarding agreed upon policy. The
ED agreed that that was an unacceptable delay but that no contrary information was
released. He added that the delay had not been purposeful. Mediator Podziba offered
alternative language to No. 1, requiring that Communications staff would strategize and
work under the ED’s direction, in collaboration with the Commissioners. Commissioner
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Camargo noted that Commissioners were free to conduct their own messaging, but
warned that messaging could become messy. The Chair clarified that her concern was the
primacy of the Commissioners’ role in messaging. Commissioner Roy reiterated concern
with the delay of messaging on driver’s education. Mediator Podziba suggested including
a provision in the Charter regarding the timeliness of media outreach following
affirmative votes of the Commission. Commissioners Camargo and Concepcion were in
favor of this idea and the Chair reiterated that Commissioners determined messaging. The
ED noted another instance of media outreach being delayed following a public meeting.

The Commission took a short recess.

e Mediator Podziba read proposed language for No. 4 that she drafted to indicate that after
an affirmative vote of the Commission, “Commissioners may direct the Communications
Team to prioritize that item.” Commissioner Stebbins noted that planning outreach before
the vote may be helpful. He clarified that it may be too granular for the Charter, but asked
his fellow Commissioners if they thought pre-planning prioritized media outreach
following a vote was necessary. Commissioner Camargo asked the ED about the
operational implications of prioritized media outreach and he stated that was difficult to
generalize as there was a wide range of topics in which the Commissioners may
deliberate. Commissioner Stebbins suggested that the priority be deliberated in the Public
Meeting to provide direction to Communications. Mediator Podziba requested that they
table the topic until staff were able to review and provide input on the process. She
moved back and confirmed consensus on No. 2 and asked for feedback on No. 3. The ED
asked who would judge the “best interests” of the Commission. Mediator Podziba
proposed language that indicated the ED would determine Commission priorities. The
Chair noted her position’s statutory responsibility for administering the Commission and
stated that this was an area that she wished to work with the ED. Commissioners
discussed how to balance their personal interests and coordinate outreach with staff.
Commissioner Stebbins suggested an edit that indicated individual Commissioners may
initiate work with Communications and the Chair noted that would leave the ED out of
the process. Commissioner Camargo explained the distinction between individual
Commissioner’s personal priorities and those which were voted on in Public Meetings.
Commissioner Concepcion stated that the conversation may have gotten too granular and
Mediator Podziba stated she would revise No. 3 offline and bring a new draft at the next
meeting.

e Mediator Podziba moved to No. 5(c) in the Accountability and Checks and Balances
section and noted the GC’s request that results of an investigation prompted by a
complaint or allegation not be communicated in writing. Commissioners agreed to table
this topic until the GC is present at a future session.

e Mediator Podziba moved to the Professional Development section. She noted the
proposed edits included adding “and Ethics Training Obligations” in the title and to strike
No. 3. Commissioner Stebbins rejected the edit to the title and no Commissioners
objected. Regarding No. 3, Commissioner Stebbins stated that he did not see a purpose to
strike it. The ED stated that all professional development fell under a Human Resources
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allotment and Commissioner Stebbins suggested an edit so that No. 3 would read: “The
annual Commission budget will include allocations for professional development to be
accessed by Commissioners, Executive Director, Leadership and all Staff.” No
Commissioners objected to the edit.

e Mediator Podziba moved to No. 4 under the Roles and Responsibilities section.
Commissioner Stebbins noted that Executive Session minutes were now reviewed on a
triannual basis pursuant to the Office of the Attorney General’s recommendation and
Mediator Podziba proposed a footnote to indicate that change in policy. Commissioner
Roy noted that, due to the upcoming promulgation process, she did not want to set
unreasonable expectations. Mediator Podziba proposed edits to No. 4(b)(iii-v) and No.
4(c) and there appeared to be consensus.

e Mediator Podziba discussed next steps. She stated that she would apply Commissioner’s
requested edit to the Charter and distribute it to Direct Reports before a mediation session
with them, Commissioners, and the ED, on February 23, 2023. Commissioner Camargo
noted the need to be mindful of how the Charter was presented to staff. Commissioners
discussed how they hoped that the Charter would help address cultural issues.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION
February 23, 2023

In-Person with Remote Participation via Microsoft Teams

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e Discussion Items for Executive Session 11
e 20230222 Draft Charter V9
e Budget Process SOP

In Attendance:
e Chair Shannon O’Brien
e Commissioner Nurys Camargo
e Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
e Executive Director Shawn Collins
e General Counsel Christine Baily
e Chief of Investigation and Enforcement Yaw Gyebi
e Chief Operations Officer Alisa Stack
e Director of Human Resources Justin Shrader
e Mediator Susan Podziba
e Chief Communications Officer Cedric Sinclair
e Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez

Minutes:

. Call to Order

e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26)
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e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and stated that the goal for
executive session was to understand the reasoning behind suggested edits to the Charter.

e Inthe Draft Charter Section: Background, Mediator Podziba facilitated discussion on
redundancies in Nos. 2, 4, 6, and 7 related to appointing authorities' power to remove,
accountability, elected commission roles, and background information, respectively.

e Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Roles and Responsibilities.
She noted that she and Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) would work offline to
clarify the distinction between Direct Reports and Department Heads. Mediator Podziba
asked for feedback on the broadness of No. 1(b)(i). Chief Operations Officer Alisa Stack
(COO Stack) noted that she did not believe that the language was too broad and noted her
understanding of the topic. GC Baily proposed language to bring it in line with statute.
Commissioner Roy proposed additional changes. Mediator Podziba stated that they
would circle back. Chief of Investigation and Enforcement Yaw Gyebi (CIE Gyebi)
asked a question related to the word “deliberate” in No. 1(b)(i) and requested for further
clarity. GC Baily suggested including a footnote with a link to Open Meeting Law
educational materials to clarify that it was a term of art. Mediator Podziba noted a
suggested edit to No. 1(d)(ii) and asked for the rational for a suggested edit. GC Baily
stated that she wanted to include the word “prosecutorial” and described the adjudicatory
and prosecutorial functions of the Commission. Mediator Podziba noted a suggested edit
No. 2(c) and asked why it was made. GC Baily clarified her feedback regarding the
requirements to call a Public Meeting and chairing meetings when the Chair was absent.
Mediator Podziba moved to the section defining the role of the Treasurer, which was held
by Commissioner Camargo. GC Baily noted her role in the financial reporting process.
COO Stack shared feedback and noted objections to No. 3(b) and No. 3(c)(iii). CIE
Gyebi noted his concurrence with COO Stack and stated that the current language put the
ED on the same level as the Direct Reports (DR). Mediator Podziba moved to No. 4 and
discussed the role with regards to public records requests with input from Commissioner
Roy and GC Baily. GC Baily and Chief Communications Officer Cedric Sinclair (CCO
Sinclair) delineated differences between public records requests and press inquiries. COO
Stack noted that there was a difference in language between reviewed and approved
language in the Secretary and Treasurer roles. The Chair noted that the Secretary
position, which was held by Commissioner Roy, had a review function and that was not
necessarily true for the Treasurer’s role. The ED noted his understanding of the reasoning
behind the language differences. COO Stack noted that she wanted to ensure that the
discrepancy was a conscious one. Commissioner Stebbins described his understanding of
the roles and language. GC Baily noted statutory differences between the roles. Mediator
Podziba moved to section No. 4(b)(v) and COO Stack stated her preference for the
language regarding state training to be broadened as those trainings were evolving. GC
Baily concurred. Commissioner Stebbins agreed with the proposed changes to the
language and suggested that trainings should be coordinated with the ED, GC, and human
resources.

The Commission took a short recess.




Mediator Podziba moved to No. 5: The Executive Director. She asked if there were
questions regarding changes to No. 5(b) and No. 5(e), and the Commissioners did not
object to the language. She moved to Section | and Commissioner Concepcion noted that
the language was clunky. Mediator Podziba explained that the language might be
modified later on in the process. She moved to review No. 5(j) and CIE Gyebi noted that
he had concerns about the GC’s role. COO Stack concurred and stated that she did not
want this item to be overly specific. GC Baily explained her reasoning behind the edit
and noted that she saw it as protective of the ED. COO Stack proposed some language
and noted that she liked the broader language. Commissioner Concepcion asked the ED
his opinion and if it gave him enough authority to manage staff. He agreed with the
language. Commissioner Roy asked if the language precluded the ED from seeking
Commissioners’ counsel and the ED stated it did not. Mediator Podziba moved to section
No. 5(r), relating to how the ED would coordinate with the Office of the Attorney
General as to litigation. GC Baily noted her reasoning behind adding this section and how
she was given latitude to handle litigation.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Public Meeting Agenda
Setting, No. 4. She stated that there had been discussion regarding who would serve as
the presiding officer of a Public Meeting which was not called by the Chair. The Chair
asked if she would be precluded from presiding over a meeting which she did not call.
The ED stated that it is his understating that all Commissioners have the right to attend all
Commission meetings. The Chair stated that did not address her question and asked GC
Baily to look into this matter. Mediator Podziba stated this may be answered in statute or
Robert’s Rules and asked the GC to look into the matter. The GC confirmed she would
review the question.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: ED Goals and there were
no questions regarding an edit which suggested that goals should be approved prior to the
end of the calendar year.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Interactions Between And
Among Commissioners And Executive Director, Leadership Teams, And Staff. Mediator
Podziba moved to review Nos. 4 and 5, relating to how Commissioners may request staff
resources. CCO Sinclair explained that Commissioners were not aware of all of the
staff’s priorities and leaving Direct Reports and Department Heads out of
communications could create operational challenges. COO Stack noted the opportunity
cost of not including Direct Reports and how leaving them out may not include the
appropriate staff. Commissioner Roy stated that the drafted language limited the
Commissioners’ ability to directly access staff. The ED explained that there was a
subjective understanding of staff resources and expectations of staff support. The Chair
noted her role to manage Commissioners and determine staff resources. She also noted
the role of culture and how Commissioners should address issues as they arise in
coordination with the Chair and the ED. CIE Gyebi expressed his agreement with the ED
and stated that Commissioners should be able to freely talk to staff noting that the
language before them related to resources. Commissioner Concepcion suggested having
staff only take direction from a superior in their department and coordinate requests from
Commissioners through that superior. The Chair noted that the Commissioners should
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have the ability to reassign work. Mediator Podziba stated that informal communications
were fine, but when resources were implicated a sign off by the staff’s direct supervisor
was required. Commissioner Roy requested that this be included in the Charter.
Commissioner Camargo stated that this would also need to be communicated to staff.
CIE Gyebi noted that he would not like to preclude the Commissioners from speaking
with his staff and expressed the need to be mindful of the competing interests of staff.
COO Stack cited the regulatory working groups as a positive example of collaboration
between Commissioners and staff. She explained that departments’ internal reporting
structures would also address this issue. GC Baily noted historical situations where staff
had been pulled in a lot of different directions. The ED suggested that he review the
Charter as the language could be read as harsh. Mediator Podziba stated that it would be
helpful if the ED and two Commissioners could form a drafting group. Commissioner
Camargo noted that the Commissioners need be committed to the language if they put it
into the Charter. Mediator Podziba moved to review No. 9 and asked for feedback. COO
Stack asked a question related to No. 9(a), noting the role Dynamics case management
played and asked if that should be reflected in the Charter. CIE Gyebi noted frustration
among his staff due to complaints being frequently filed after sending out a Notice of
Deficiency (NOD). Commissioner Roy asked how the Commissioners could help staff,
leadership, and licensees with that issue. CIE Gyebi suggested creating SOPs on how to
respond to complaints. Commissioner Concepcion asked how to address this issue in the
Charter. The ED explained that the Licensee’s recourse to an NOD would be a Plan of
Correction. The Chair noted that every month of delay in the licensing process was
effectively a penalty for Licensees who had to pay rent while they may not have
commenced operations. Commissioner Concepcion noted the importance of separating
the Charter and the regulations. GC Baily explained that she had drafted item No. 9 and
the intent had been to separate Commissioners from ongoing investigations. She
explained that her perspective differed from CIE Gyebi and that in her opinion
information about investigations could be shared with Commissioners while remaining
compliant with Open Meeting Law through proper oversight. CIE Geybi responded that a
complaint goes directly to a Commissioner, or the ED following an NOD, which was
effectively an ex parte communication. He explained that he understood Licensee’s
frustration with delays in licensing but disagreed with GC Baily’s comments. He
emphasized that his department’s tasks were time consuming and broad. The Chair stated
that the Commission needed to figure out how to streamline the process and take some of
the burden off the Licensee’s while ensuring public health, safety, and equity. Mediator
Podziba noted that she would work to revise the section. Commissioner Concepcion
noted that the language was clunky and recommended that the section be restructured to
be the compliance section. Mediator Podziba asked Commissioner Concepcion to join her
for edits. CIE Gyebi requested that staff be involved in that process. GC Baily also noted
that the any discussion on the prosecutorial function should include legal.

The Commission took a short recess.
e Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Budgeting and Budgeting
Process. She stated that COO Stack’s team had informed her that there were many errors
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in the draft Charter and proposed three approaches to correct the section: incorporate the
budget SOP by reference, copy and paste parts of the SOP into the Charter, or go through
and edit the Charter to accurately reflect the SOP. She observed that the SOP did not
speak to the Treasurer or Commissioner’s roles. COO Stack explained that the Finance
and Communications departments were the only ones which were identified in the
Charter and some staff felt micromanaged. She also noted that the Commission had not
had a standard budget year since FY19 and FY20. She emphasized the need to update the
SOPs related to finance. The Chair noted her preference to be involved in the budget
process, and that the previous budget process had not been very transparent. COO Stack
stated her preference was to go with the first option provided by Mediator Podziba. The
GC noted her concurrence related to the COO’s comments specially as it related to staff
sentiment.

The Commission took a short recess.

COO Stack reiterated her preference that the Charter referenced the budget SOP rather
than spell out the process because her team felt singled-out. CCO Sinclair agreed and
reiterated that Communications team felt the same way. Mediator Podziba asked the
group how they felt about simply referencing the budget SOP for this section.
Commissioner Stebbins stated that he wanted to include the advocacy process in the
budget section. Commissioner Camargo explained how this had been a part of a learning
process for most Commissioners and that was how the section ended up being drafted in
this way. COO Stack stated she agreed with Commissioner Stebbins’ suggestion to
explain how Commissioners were involved in the process. GC Baily noted that processes
which require flexibility should not be included in the Charter. The Chair asked for
further clarity as to why Finance felt singled-out. COO Stack explained that her staff felt
micromanaged and suggested changing the Commissioner’s initial orientation on the
topic so that they had a better understanding. Commissioner Roy noted that the Secretary
role was specifically laid out and asked if the COO Stack was uncomfortable with that.
COO Stack expressed that the Charter was an agreement between the ED and the
Commissioners and her job description described her role. Mediator Podziba asked if
anyone was hesitant to simply reference the SOP in the section and no Commissioners
objected. Commissioner Roy asked for confirmation that the SOP would be built out to
fully explain the Treasurer’s role.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Draft Charter Section: Press, Media and External
Engagement and asked CCO Sinclair to provide feedback related to the Section. He
stated that his understanding was that the Charter was intended to help the
Commissioners and ED best serve the Commonwealth but noted issues in the language.
He explained that the document skimmed over very broad topics while being too granular
in others and suggested that staff be more involved in drafting the Charter. Mediator
Podziba asked how CCO Sinclair would describe a healthy Communications department.
CCO Sinclair stated that communications strategies would be worked out between
Commissioners and staff while the specific methods were left for staff. He stated that
Commissioners would have input in terms of direction but would not micromanage the
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process. COO Stack stated that this section read as if it was written in response to
negative press and suggested working from a positive example. CIE Gyebi emphasized
the need to make the Charter amendable and not a document that is stuck in time. He
noted that the advantage of leaning on SOPs so that they could speak to the current
Commissioners and explained how hard staff worked to collaborate and do their jobs.
Mediator Podziba asked for additional feedback. The ED noted that he appreciated the
comments related to SOPs and asked for clarity in how staff ensured that proper feedback
was received from Commissioners on SOPs. Commissioner Roy stated that she
understood the CCO’s sentiment but noted that she did not want to be micromanaged
either. She noted a suggested edit that indicated that Communications would be given 7.5
business hours’ notice of their decision to participate in a press event. She recounted a
recent experience where she was given 20 minutes to participate in an interview and
asked CCO Sinclair if his staff would have been able to assist in that instance. CCO
Sinclair said he could not guarantee that and noted the need for protection of the staff. He
preferred to keep the language at a high level. Commissioner Roy felt that the 7.5
business hours referenced in No. 4 micromanaged Commissioners. Mediator Podziba
noted her understanding of the issue and asked everyone to try and build from positive
experiences. Commissioner Camargo echoed COO Stack’s comments related to the
looking at the positives and recommended that a small subcommittee be formed to
rewrite the section in order to nail down the process. COO Stack explained the role of
SOPs in the process and proposed an annual review of relevant SOPs by the Chair and
the Commission Secretary. Commissioner Concepcion indicated her agreement with the
proposal but noted that the proposal negated the ability of others to review the SOPs.
Director of Human Resources Justin Shrader (DHR Shrader) expressed the section’s
effect on the culture. The ED noted the role of Public Meetings as it related to talking
about administrative functions and the ability for the Commission to talk about these
items at a public meeting. CIE Gyebi asked if the Commission could develop
subcommittees to discuss such matters and discussed how it would improve transparency
with staff and the public. Mediator Podziba asked if the Commissioners were in
agreement with removing the language and making the section broader. Commissioner
Concepcion concurred and noted that it was helpful to hear from staff on how the Charter
would affect them. CCO Sinclair noted the need to delineate from approach on process
and the available capacity of staff. Mediator Podziba noted her understanding of CCO
Sinclair’s comments and the need for setting expectations. Commissioner Roy echoed her
comments from last meeting and acknowledged the need for flexibility.

The Commissioners took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Accountability, Checks
and Balances and asked for feedback on item No. 5 relating to how complaints against
employees were filed. The Chair asked the GC for feedback on the role of the appointing
authority and how disciplinary measures were determined. GC Baily stated that not every
issue would be handled by the appointing authority, and in some instances the
Commissioners would be bound by the same employee handbook as staff. The Chair
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clarified that she was trying to understand the progressive disciplinary measures. The GC
described how the handbook was developed but stated that she was not in the position to
discuss specific progressive disciplinary measures at that time. The Chair requested that
GC Baily get back to her on that topic. DHR Shrader noted that progressive disciplinary
action could mean many things from mandatory training to termination. The Chair noted
that termination could be complicated due to the appointing authorities. Mediator Podziba
moved to review edits to No. 5(c) and noted that GC Baily had requested that notice of
the results of a complaint be shared with the Chief People Officer, the Chair, the ED, and
the GC. GC Baily further described advice received by outside counsel on investigations.
DHR Shrader noted the importance of confidentiality in terms of investigations and
suggested that Commissioners not be notified if they were not involved with the
complaint. The ED suggested preparing an SOP to spell out the process. Commissioner
Concepcion stated that in its current form, the Charter indicated that any complaint
against a Commissioner would cause an investigation. DHR Shrader asked if there was
any guidance in the employee handbook or state law which could guide them on how to
determine if an allegation merited an investigation. GC Baily explained the process. She
noted that the Chair would not be replaced until after the violation had been determined.
Commissioner Concepcion expressed some confusion as she thought this was solely
related to notice. Mediator Podziba explained that GC Baily was talking about point No.
5(c) and Commissioner Concepcion restated her full understanding that it related to
notice only. The ED clarified that, pursuant to No. 5(c), the Chair would be notified at the
conclusion of an investigation of a Commissioner. He asked who would be notified if it
was the Chair that was under investigation. Mediator Podziba indicated that it would be
the Secretary. Commissioner Concepcion asked if there was a statutory requirement to
notify the Chair. The ED stated that his recollection was that it had been an internal
decision to involve a member of the Commission so that he would not be the only person
aware. CCO Sinclair expressed concern about creating a conflict of interest if the same
two Commissioners were always involved with investigations. COO Stack suggested that
an SOP would be helpful and that, as it stood in the draft, this was a closed system of
controls. Mediator Podziba noted the involvement of outside counsel. The Chair stated
that the input had been helpful, and they could make further edits offline. DHR Shrader
suggested creating a personnel committee. Mediator Podziba noted that No. 5(c)(i)
explained how appointing authorities would be notified and GC Baily added that it would
be in coordination with outside counsel. Commissioner Concepcion stated that if a
Commissioner was being reported to their appointing authority, then they should receive
notice in writing. GC Baily explained that Commissioners would be notified at the same
time as the appointing authority. Commissioner Concepcion asked what the notice
process was for staff and CCO Sinclair stated that they were not notified. DHR Shrader
concurred that staff were not notified until the end of the investigation and were not given
the investigative report. The ED explained the statutory requirement for Commissioners
to be provided with the basis for their removal and given a chance to be heard on the
matter. Mediator Podziba asked if the process for what to do in the event that the ED is
the subject of an allegation or complaint should be included. The ED stated that made
sense as he had an appointing authority. Commissioner Concepcion asked if
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Commissioners would have access to the same information which was given to the
appointing authority. The ED suggested including a provision that Commissioners be
notified simultaneously and in the same manner as their appointing authority. CIE Gyebi
agreed with GC Baily on investigative procedure.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Structural Mechanisms For
Joint Commissioner and Commission Staff Work (Project Work Groups). Regarding No.
1, Mediator Podziba asked whether staff should be able to directly propose a project or if
it should be vetted through a supervisor or Commissioner. The ED stated that it should
not be in the Charter language as it did not involve Commissioners and suggested
changing the section heading. The Chair asked for clarification on why this section was
included. Mediator Podziba noted that it was intended to make it clear how
Commissioners could access staff resources. The ED stated that was an important topic,
but in his opinion this section might be too granular. Commissioner Concepcion stated
that there was some utility for Commissioners to understand the staff’s role in the
Commission. COO Stack suggested keeping Nos. 1 and 2 and removing the rest as it was
covered by SOPs. The ED stated that No. 7 was important. CIE Gyebi noted that this
section could be helpful to future Commissioners. The Chair stated that it was the Chair’s
responsibility to advocate for Commissioners and wanted the Charter to reflect that.
Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Legislative and Executive
Branch Outreach and noted that an edit to No. 1 was a clarification. She moved to review
No. 6 and asked for GC Baily’s feedback on her edits. GC Baily stated that the intent of
her edit was to avoid a situation where there was outreach which had an impact on how
the Commission was governed or implemented its laws. CCO Stack noted how the
legislative outreach policy had worked in the past through Director of Government
Affairs and Policy, with input from GC Baily. Commissioner Concepcion stated that No.
6 reads as a lack of faith in the Commissioners performing outreach. GC Baily described
that she had not always been kept in the loop during outreach regarding Chapter 180.
CCO Sinclair stated the way to manage that was through himself. Commissioner
Concepcion asked for clarification on what issue specifically GC Baily was concerned.
GC Baily stated that there were instances where she had been kept out of the loop, which
had been improved by Direct Reports meetings, but it was still an issue. She stated that
she wanted to have legal involved with anything which could affect the Commission’s
governing laws.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Conflict Resolution. She
noted that this section was new and she had received feedback that item No. 1 was overly
complicated. Commissioner Roy asked when should it be raised with the ED if there is a
violation of the Charter or an ambiguous term. Commissioner Camargo asked how a new
ED would be trained on the Charter process. The Chair stated that this was not so much
related to conflict resolution, but that Charter conflicts should be reported to the ED. The
ED stated that the Chair should be brought in and if there was a tie it should go to the full
Commission. The GC asked if there would be a built-in review date for the Charter and
Mediator Podziba stated it would be every two years after it was finalized.

CCO Sinclair stated that it may be helpful to refer to SOPs in the Legislative and
Executive Branch Outreach section.

C




e CIE Gyebi suggested that Commissioners plan a press strategy for when the Charter was
released and COO Stack noted that parts that were cut out should be retained to direct
staff.

e DHR Shrader discussed exit interviews and how they had provided useful feedback.

e The ED asked about how to introduce the document to staff. Commissioner Concepcion
suggested an all-staff meeting in which Commissioners listened to feedback but did not
speak. Commissioner Roy suggested renaming the document to something more positive.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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Governance Mediation Vendor Susan Podziba (Mediator Podziba) gave an overview of
the discussion items and noted the work that had been completed since the last Executive
Session.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter’s new title, “The Massachusetts
Cannabis Control Commission Charter, a Document to Promote a Positive Workplace
and Good Governance.” Commissioner Camargo suggested removing “a Positive
Workplace and” as it indicated that the workplace was currently negative. The Chair
stated that the Charter could not address cultural issues and that she agreed with
Commissioner Camargo. Executive Director Shawn Collins (ED) agreed with deleting
the phrase but noted that he intended to address workplace issues. Commissioner
Stebbins also stated that he planned to work with Human Resources to work towards a
more positive workplace.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter: Purpose section. The Chair
suggested including the word “positive” in addition to “productive”. Commissioner Roy
requested including the word “cooperative” as well. Commissioners reached a tentative
agreement on the section. Commissioner Concepcion noted that the abbreviation
“Commission” should be defined here rather than in the “Background” section.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Draft Charter Section: Background and noted a recent
edit expressing that the Commission was an independent state agency. The Chair stated
that she did not like the statement as it seems to insulate the Commission from taxpayers
and the Commissioners from their respective appointing authorities. The Commissioners
and ED discussed whether this language should be included. Commissioner Roy
proposed that the language be flipped to include the statute first before stating that the
Commission is an independent agency. Mediator Podziba asked for the Commissioners to
read the rest of the section. The ED asked if Commissioners were comfortable with No. 6
and if it allowed for them to take up issues outside of their specific area of interest. The
Commissioners indicated that they thought this section addressed that issue. Mediator
Podziba asked if there was a tentative agreement as to the “Background” section and
Commissioners confirmed.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Roles and Responsibilities
and asked for feedback on No. 1(a)(iii). The ED noted his preference to replace
“leadership” with “staff.” He stated that leadership roles would be specified in other
living documents, and it was not necessary here. The Chair stated that one of the
purposes of the Charter was to delineate the primacy of the ED’s role. The ED stated that
the Commissioners should have the ability to work with staff without having to go
through the ED. Commissioner Stebbins proposed language to indicate that the
Commissioners would work through the ED, who could then give them a green light to
work with staff directly. The Chair stated her preference was to have an unfettered access
to communicate with staff and noted that the ED should be involved when requesting
resources. Mediator Podziba cautioned Commissioners against including language that
may preclude them from working with the ED. Commissioner Stebbins suggested
breaking down the two concepts further. The Chair noted that this is accomplished in a
later section. Commissioner Roy confirmed that there was agreement to remove Direct
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Reports and leadership in No. 1(a)(iii). The ED suggested adding a romanette under No.
1(a) which stated the Commissioner’s obligations to the Commonwealth, taxpayers and
stakeholders. Mediator Podziba summarized the changes to No.1(a). Commissioners and
the ED discussed when to use “Cannabis” versus “Marijuana.” Mediator Podziba
summarized the preference of the Commissioners to use the word Cannabis unless in
reference to statutes which use the word “Marijuana.” Mediator Podziba moved to review
No. 1(d)(i) relating to suitability issues. Commissioner Roy stated that she would like the
Charter to state that Commissioners were encouraged to visit Licensees but noted that it
might not be in this section. Mediator Podziba moved to the edit to No. 1(d)(ii) regarding
the adjudicatory and prosecutorial responsibilities which had been suggested by General
Counsel Christine Baily (GC Baily) at the last meeting. Commissioner Roy suggested an
edit so that the section would read that Commissioners would “understand” their
prosecutorial and adjudicatory roles, instead of “maintain separation between” them.
Commissioners and the ED discussed the distinction between their adjudicatory and
prosecutorial roles. The Chair stated that she did not want staff to refuse directives based
on their understanding of the Chair’s ethical mandates. The ED noted that staff should be
able to refuse to speak to Commissioners on matters on which they are recused. Mediator
Podziba moved the conversation back to the Charter and asked that they table No. 1(d)(ii)
and move on to No. 1(e - g). The Chair suggested including “but not limited to” in No.
1(f), so that Commissioners would be free to speak to issues outside of their topic-
specific expertise. Commissioner Roy reiterated her comment related to visiting licensees
and the ED stated that point should be No. 1(g)(i). Mediator Podziba proposed language
to include Commissioner Roy’s comments. Commissioner Roy asked if a future Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) could prevent them from visiting Licensees and the ED noted
that they had considered bringing SOPs before the full Commission.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Interactions between and
among Commissioners and Executive Director, Leadership, and Staff, and asked for
feedback on No. 10. Commissioner Stebbins suggested replacing the word “issues” with
“functions.” The ED indicated that he was hesitant about subjectivity in determining
which SOP was a priority. The Commissioners and ED discussed how to include that the
Chair would work with individual Commissioners to determine their priority SOPs while
remaining compliant with Open Meeting Law. Mediator Podziba reviewed the proposed
language to include that the Chair would work with individual Commissioners to
determine their priority SOPs and, while the ED would ultimately approve them,
Commissioners would provide input. Mediator Podziba noted that this topic came up
when discussing the Roles and Responsibilities section and moved back to see if they
could come to a tentative agreement on that section.

Mediator Podziba reviewed the Draft Charter Section: Roles and Responsibilities and
asked if there was a tentative agreement on No. 1(a-c, e-g) with the proposed changes,
and the Commissioners agreed. Mediator Podziba moved to No. 2(c) and discussed an
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edit which had substituted “regular” for “normal.” She confirmed Commissioners were in
agreement. She then moved to No. 3 and the Chair asked for clarification on the practical
implications of an edit which indicated that the Treasurer was responsible for developing
an understanding of state finance law compliance. Commissioner Camargo requested that
they table the topic which she would discuss with GC Baily offline. Commissioner Roy
asked for clarification on the practical implications of No. 3(d), which stated that the
Treasurer would prepare the Chair to speak on the Commission’s budget to the Joint
Ways and Means Committee. The Chair stated that, in her opinion, the ED should lead
that process in conjunction with Government Affairs and the Chair. Commissioner
Stebbins suggested striking this section as these responsibilities were described
elsewhere. The Chair stated that she preferred the way this responsibility was described
in the Budget section and suggested striking No. 3(e — f) in this section. Mediator
Podziba asked if Commissioners would prefer to strike No. 3(d) and 3(f) or to copy over
the language from the Budget section. The Chair emphasized that she wanted to make
sure that Commissioners and the ED could strategize legislative outreach appropriately.
Mediator Podziba read No. 5 from the “Budgeting and Budgeting Process” section to be
incorporated in “Roles and Responsibilities.” Commissioner Roy suggested a further edit
to make clear that the Treasurer would support the ED and Chair in legislative outreach
strategy and the ED and Chair would lead that process. The Chair suggested including all
Commissioners and the ED suggested adding the CFAO. Commissioner Roy requested
replacing the word “ensure” with “promote” in No. 4(b)(v) to be more in line with the
responsibilities of other roles and Mediator Podziba confirmed that the other
Commissioners agreed with the change. Mediator Podziba moved to No. 5(j) and an edit
from staff that the ED would act “in accordance with the law.” The Chair moved to strike
this edit as that responsibility was self-evident and there were no objections. Mediator
Podziba moved to No. 5(j)(v) which indicated that the ED would be responsible for
hiring outside counsel. The Chair noted that outside counsel was more than a vendor for
regular supplies and services as they could potentially impact Commission policy. She
stated that she was not objecting but wanted to hear the ED’s opinion. He acknowledged
that outside counsel could have more impact than a typical vendor and listed some ways
that they were used. Commissioner Roy asked the ED if this section would have given
him the latitude to address the EVALLI crisis and public health crises going forward. The
Chair asked that he review the Charter offline to determine if it gave him the power that
he may need in emergency situations. The ED suggested removing “leadership” from No.
5(a) and No. 5(i). Mediator Podziba moved to No. 5(r), regarding the ED’s responsibility
to address litigation in coordination with GC and the AGO. Commissioners and the ED
discussed the significance of threatened litigation which would prompt notice to the
Commissioners. Commissioner Roy suggested an edit to include that Commissioners
would be notified of threatened litigation when appropriate.

The Commission took a short recess.




Mediator Podziba asked if there was consensus on No. 5(r) under Roles and
Responsibilities. Commissioner Roy requested adding that the ED would inform
Commissioners of threatened litigation when appropriate.

Mediator Podziba moved to review Draft Charter Section: Public Meeting Agenda. She
noted consensus on No. 1 and then moved to No. 4 regarding who would preside over
Public Meetings which were called by three Commissioners rather than the Chair. She
reviewed a memorandum prepared by GC Baily which indicated that, at that meeting, the
first order of business would be to determine who would serve as Chair. Mediator
Podziba confirmed that there was consensus on this edit.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Draft Charter Section: Interactions between and
Among Commissioners and Executive Director, Leadership and Staff. She noted that the
title of this section needed to be changed as the Commissioners had decided not to use the
term “Leadership.” The ED suggested striking “leadership,” and Commissioners agreed.
Mediator Podziba reviewed the opening paragraph and asked that they circle back after
reviewing the rest of the section. She noted that the edit to No. 1 was her edit in response
to direction given at the last meeting and that it should be less contentious. Mediator
Podziba confirmed consensus on this point and moved to No. 5 as its addition was the
rationale for further edits. The Commissioners agreed to No. 5. Commissioner Roy asked
for clarification on No. 1. The Chair discussed the supervisory chain of command and
explained that Commissioners were free to talk with staff, but if resources were involved,
then that request needed to come through their supervisor. Commissioner Concepcion
asked if that was clear to staff and the ED responded that supervisors would discuss this
with their staff. Mediator Podziba confirmed consensus on No. 2 and moved to No. 4.
The ED stated that he thought the way that staff were identified in this section was
appropriate. The Chair asked if No. 4 conflicted with No. 5 and if No. 4 was necessary in
light of No. 6. She asked the ED for his thoughts, and he indicated that they could be
merged. Mediator Podziba suggested an edit to indicate that information and staff
resources should be requested through supervisors. Mediator Podziba summarized her
suggestion to strike No. 4 and include a section similar to No. 6 which applies to requests
for information from staff. Commissioner Concepcion stated she thought that did not
capture the communications which Commissioners have with the ED. Mediator Podziba
suggested editing No. 4 to indicate that Commissioners may directly contact the ED and
Direct Reports and Department Heads with notification to the ED. The ED suggested
including that this related to official business. Mediator Podziba stated that they would
come back to determine if this paragraph was necessary. Mediator Podziba asked for
confirmation on whether No. 8 could be stricken and no one objected. She then moved to
No. 10 and proposed language to indicate how priority SOPs would be identified.
Regarding No. 11(a), the ED expressed concern regarding holding staff to an estimated
timeline. The Chair stated that this was a concern for Licensees who were frustrated by a
lack of communication regarding investigations. Commissioner Concepcion explained
that this may fall in the scope of Investigations and Enforcement, and not with the
Commissioners. She suggested eliminating “estimated timelines” from 11(a) and
including the phrase “including but not limited to,” so that timelines could still be
requested, but without the same burden on staff. The Chair stated that she wanted to
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make sure that Licensees could get information on investigations. The ED stated that
there was some tension, but that No. 11(c) covered this topic. Commissioner Roy
suggested including “if available” to the estimated timeline item and Commissioner
Concepcion confirmed she was agreeable with that edit. Mediator Podziba found
consensus on No. 11 (b - d). On No. 11(e), the ED suggested changing “investigation” to
“pending matter.” On No. 11(f), Commissioner Roy expressed concern that it could
prevent Commissioners from going to a Marijuana Establishment or Marijuana Treatment
Center outside of their official capacity. Commissioners and the ED discussed best
practices for visiting Marijuana Establishments and Medical Marijuana Treatment
Centers outside of their official capacity. Mediator Podziba proposed language to include
the phrases “official capacity” and “planned.” Mediator Podziba found consensus on No.
11(g) and asked for confirmation that Commissioners were in consensus to send this
section to Enforcement staff for review. She noted that No. 12 had been moved to a
different section. Mediator Podziba noted that No. 11 had been stricken and asked
Commissioners for feedback. Commissioner Concepcion suggested keeping it and
including that Commissioners would only be notified of threatened litigation if it was
significant. Commissioner Roy suggested including the words “sufficiently significant.”
Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on No. 13 and the ED suggested striking the word
“serious.”

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the section on Legislative and Executive Branch
Outreach and noted consensus.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the section Press, Media and External Engagement.
She noted that Chief Communications Officer Cedric Sinclair (CCO Sinclair) had
provided internal Communications documents which would be updated to reflect the
Charter and reiterated the staff’s request to rely on SOPs from the last meeting. She noted
that the appendix titled “strategic messages” related the most to Commissioners and
asked them to review it before editing this section of the Charter. Moving to Nos. 1 and 2,
she reviewed the edits and asked for feedback. She reiterated CCO Sinclair’s request to
rely on SOPs and only include Nos. 1 and 2. The Chair noted concerns. Commissioners
and the ED discussed how to address the Chair’s concerns. Mediator Podziba
summarized Commissioner’s comments that there was not an issue with relying on SOPs,
but that there were internal issues that needed to be addressed. Commissioner Stebbins
suggested including that the Chair was the spokesperson for the Commission, but also
that the ED’s role should be clarified. The ED stated that he would speak to
administrative topics. Commissioners and the ED discussed how to better involve
Commissioners in responses to press inquiries while allowing Communications to remain
nimble. Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on how to change this section to
incorporate this discussion. The Chair stated that, while remaining compliant with Open
Meeting Law, press responses should be coordinated between Communications, the ED,
and herself. Commissioner Concepcion noted that Public Meetings could serve as a
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forum for the Chair to address the public. Commissioner Camargo suggested that the
Chair work with the ED offline and come back at the next meeting with concrete steps on
how to address this issue. Mediator Podziba stated she would draft something based on
what she heard and would send it to Commissioners for their feedback. The Chair stated
that she was comfortable with eliminating most of the section and relying on SOPs.
Mediator Podziba confirmed that Nos. 3 — 6 could be eliminated and instead rely on
SOPs and Nos. 7 and 8 should remain in the Charter. Commissioner Stebbins asked if
Commissioners could voice their opposition to matters which were approved by the
Commission, but which they did not vote in favor of under No. 8. The ED stated that
Commissioners were able to speak their minds. Mediator Podziba moved to discuss the
ED’s responsibility to determine where the interests of the Commission and the interests
of the Commission and a Commissioner may diverge. The ED stated that this was a
critical point and should remain in the Charter. The Chair noted that there must be clarity
on No. 10 and cited a recent experience where she submitted a statement to
Communications which was not shared with the press. The Chair preferred that No. 11 be
stricken and to instead rely on an SOP. She also mentioned that No. 12 should remain in
the Charter. Mediator Podziba then confirmed that they were in consensus to remove No.
13, and instead rely on an SOP.

e Mediator Podziba reviewed next steps and stated she would incorporate edits before the
next meeting.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Roy moved to adjourn executive session.

e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION
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In-Person with Remote Participation via Microsoft Teams

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e Discussion Items for Executive Session 13
e 20230228 Draft Charter V10
e February 28, 2023, Draft Charter: Press, Media and External Engagement Section
e May 2020 Employee Handbook, Pages 18 and 19
e Draft Fiscal Year 2021 Media Calendar

In Attendance:
e Chair Shannon O’Brien
e Commissioner Nurys Camargo
e Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
e Commissioner Kimberly Roy
e Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
e Executive Director Shawn Collins
e Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez
e Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26)
e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and noted the work that had
been completed since the last Executive Session and the goals for executive session.
e Mediator Podziba moved to review the section on Interactions Between and Among
Commissioners and Executive Director, and Staff, and asked for feedback on Nos. 1 — 3.
The Chair asked who defined “occasional” in No. 2 and requested that it be stricken as it
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could cause staff to deny Commissioner’s requests. Executive Director Shawn Collins
(ED) responded that it was more of issue of implementation, but he did not object to
striking it. Mediator Podziba stated that this concern may be addressed in No. 5 and
asked for feedback on Nos. 4 — 8. Mediator Podziba suggested moving No. 3 after No. 8.
The Chair stated that the biggest issue was determining priorities and that the lack of
clarity put the onus on the ED. Mediator Podziba stated that this section had initially been
included to address the issue of Commissioners approaching staff and requesting
resources, who would then typically drop everything to execute the request. The Chair
stated that she experienced insubordination by staff. Commissioner Camargo asked how
to address that at a high-level in the Charter. Commissioner Roy suggested an edit to
include that edicts to and from staff should come through the ED. Mediator Podziba
asked the ED how he would resolve these types of day-to-day issues and he responded
that they needed to be addressed as they arose. Commissioner Roy suggested adding a
paragraph that stated staff would respect Commissioners. The ED agreed and stated it
should include that staff would respect the ED as well. Mediator Podziba proposed
language to include the requested edits. The ED and Commissioners Concepcion,
Stebbins and Roy continued to discuss how to address the issue of staff refusing
directives in the Charter. Mediator Podziba stated that she would work on language
during lunch to incorporate the discussion. Commissioner Roy asked Mediator Podziba to
include that the staff would respect procedures implemented by the ED and policy voted
on by the Commission.

Mediator Podziba asked for comments on Nos. 4 — 8. The Chair asked who determined
the priorities in No. 4 and Mediator Podziba reiterated her comment that the initial intent
had been to limit Commissioners ability to directly request resources from staff.
Commissioner Roy requested that “Commission” be added to No. 4 in addition to “Staff
priorities.” Commissioner Stebbins asked for the old No. 3 to be combined with No. 6.
Commissioner Camargo noted the need for Commissioners to respect staff and stated that
should be indicated throughout the Charter.

Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on No. 9. Commissioner Roy asked who
determined whether a project charter was necessary to create a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP). The Chair asked if Commissioners could veto an SOP and the ED did
not believe that they could. He asked if Commissioners became responsible for approving
SOPs, then would all existing SOPs become void. The Chair noted that Commissioners
determined policy and the Charter should serve as the legal safety valve. Mediator
Podziba suggested removing that sentence. Commissioner Roy stated that Commissioners
should have the ability to amend SOPs which limits their ability to carry out their job.
Commissioner Stebbins expressed that the ability to create project charters would allow
the board to address this topic. Commissioner Roy asked if the Charter stated that the ED
would approve SOPs and Mediator Podziba confirmed. The ED noted the Charter was
meant to delineate authority. He noted that in his view SOPs were administrative in
nature and Commissioners should not vote on them. Mediator Podziba asked her if she
was in agreement with No. 9 and Commissioner Roy confirmed.

Mediator Podziba asked for feedback on No. 10 which had incorporated staff feedback.
The ED stated that his preference was to not strike “circumstances” from No. 10(a).
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Regarding No. 10(b), the Chair noted her concern about the less-than-optimal
communication regarding investigations. She stated that she may want to share
complaints regarding an investigation with the ED. Commissioner Roy suggested
including “and/or” to the sentence and discussed the Dynamics software. Commissioner
Roy and the Chair stated that they did not use Dynamics and had not been trained on it.
Commissioner Concepcion reiterated the suggestion to strike it as the current language
would not give Commissioners any discretion as to what was logged. Commissioner
Camargo stated she had trained herself and wanted to keep it in as it was a staff
recommendation. The ED noted that there would be circumstances where
Commissioner’s emails would be helpful to staff and explained how it could be used in
the matter of an investigation. Commissioner Concepcion noted that she understood, but
wanted discretion as to what was logged. The ED provided some examples of how the
software could be helpful. Commissioner Roy stated that she understood this was
important and requested a training. The ED proposed language to give Commissioners
discretion as to what was logged. Commissioner Camargo clarified her previous
comments and stated that she did not have a complete understanding of the software.
Mediator Podziba took requests for edits from Commissioners.

The Commission took a short recess.

Commissioner Roy suggested an edit to include the ED in No. 10(c) of the section on
Interactions Between and Among Commissioners and Executive Director, and Staff. The
Chair asked a question related to No. 10(e) and how to speak to attorneys on policy
matters while avoiding ex parte communications. Commissioner Stebbins explained his
approach of not discussing specific matters with anyone. Mediator Podziba suggested an
edit to address Commissioner’s concerns Of inadvertent ex parte communications and the
ED discussed how the parties of an adjudicatory hearing would be identified. Regarding
No. 10(f), the Chair requested an edit to remove “In accordance with the Facility Tour
Standard Operating Procedure, available in the CCC's SOP Library” and list the ED as a
party who would be informed of a visit to a Licensee. Commissioner Stebbins requested a
minor edit to No. 12 to make the paragraph more consistent.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Structural Mechanisms for Joint Commissioner
and Staff Work (Project Work Groups) section and asked Commissioners to review. The
ED asked if the Chair agreed with her role in the section. The Chair requested that this
section reflect her role in allocating resources and determining priorities along with the
ED. Mediator Podziba suggested swapping the order of sentences in No. 6, and the Chair
stated that addressed her concerns. Commissioner Roy voiced a concern regarding No. 8
and how the Project Charters were tracked. Mediator Podziba stated that was an issue of
implementation. The ED discussed how changes to project charters could occur and how
they should be tracked. Mediator Podziba stated she would draft changes to reflect the
process offline. Commissioner Stebbins proposed language change to No. 3(d).

Mediator Podziba moved to review the Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach
section and asked for feedback. Commissioner Concepcion asked for clarification on No.
7(b) and stated that it was a break from current practice. Commissioners discussed their
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responsibility to provide Government Affairs with advanced notification when meeting
with their appointing authorities. Mediator Podziba clarified that No. 6 was intended to
relate to Commission supported outreach efforts and No. 7 was intended to relate to
outreach outside of the Commission’s stated outreach efforts. Commissioner Stebbins
and the Chair suggested edits to No. 7(a). Commissioners and the ED discussed how the
process had worked in the past. Mediator Podziba asked when Commissioners should
provide advance notification of legislative outreach. Commissioner Concepcion stated
that it should go to the ED and Director of Government Affairs, but not other
Commissioners. The Chair suggested striking No. 7(a) and Commissioner Concepcion
agreed. Commissioners discussed edits to No. 7 to give themselves appropriate freedom
to speak with legislators and members of the executive branch while notifying relevant
parties when necessary.

The Commission took a short recess.

Commissioner Stebbins suggested language for a new paragraph in the Legislative and
Executive Branch Outreach section indicating that Commissioners may share any
relevant information from interactions with legislators or executive branch officials with
the ED. The other Commissioners indicated that this addressed their concerns.

Mediator Podziba moved to review the External Communications/Press and Media
Engagement section and asked for feedback. The Chair suggested that her role should be
listed in the first paragraph, which she discussed with the ED. Commissioner Stebbins
suggested moving No. 4 to No. 2 to make the Chair’s role clearer. Commissioners and the
ED discussed how the Chair and Commissioners participation in the media scrum
following Public Meetings had evolved over time. Commissioner Concepcion stated she
was hesitant that the Chair’s requested edit to No. 1 may give the Chair authority over
other Commissioner’s press engagements. The Chair and Commissioners discussed
perceived disparities in media engagement opportunities. Commissioner Stebbins stated
that the Charter could work to address these issues. Commissioner Roy suggested that
Communications provide a regular report on Commissioner’s participation in media
events. Regarding her suggested edit to No. 1, the Chair stated that she wanted the
Charter to reflect the statute. Commissioner Camargo noted that this had been discussed
previously and discussed a prior media inquiry. The Chair and Commissioner Camargo
quarreled about media coverage and building relationships within the communications
space. Commissioner Stebbins noted how individual personal experiences were
collectively brought into the Charter. Commissioner Roy asked about how to determine
“fair, equitable, and transparent” in No. 2 and reiterated her suggestion to include a
regular report from Communications detailing Commissioner’s press engagements.
Commissioners discussed the utility of such a report and whether it would be helpful.
Mediator Podziba volunteered to draft a paragraph to include the report on press
engagement. The Chair and ED were tasked with drafting an edit to the Charter. The ED
noted that some press inquiries were mundane and did not require as much input as
others. Mediator Podziba confirmed that Commissioners agreed on Nos. 3 and 4.
Commissioner Stebbins suggested striking the last sentence of No. 5. The Commissioners
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and ED discussed whether it was necessary to include a sentence at the end of No. 7
which stated that staff resources would not be dedicated to supporting an opposing
Commissioner’s opinion on a matter which the Commission voted against. They decided
not to include the provision. On, No. 10, the ED explained that he would work with the
Chair offline to clarify that the ED was not the sole authority in determining Commission
priorities.

e Mediator Podziba moved back to review the Budgeting and Budgeting Process section
and asked for feedback because much of the section had changed to rely on SOPs. The
ED requested that Nos. 1 and 3 be condensed into one bullet and requested an edit to state
that the ED would work “in collaboration with Commissioners” on the budget. The
Commissioners agreed to the edit.

The Commission took a short recess.

e Mediator Podziba moved to review the Accountability, Checks and Balances section and
asked for feedback. Commissioners discussed the Enhanced Code of Ethics. The Chair
asked for it to be filed with the Ethics Commission and Commissioner Stebbins asked to
review it before filing. Commissioner Stebbins suggested removing No. 3 and including
the provision that the Secretary would serve as Chair in the Chair’s absence under Roles
and Responsibilities. Commissioners discussed No. 5 in this section and the ED’s role in
notifying Commissioners of complaints, allegations, and investigations. Commissioner
Roy suggested an edit to No. 5(d) to include the ED in determining progressive
disciplinary measures and the Commissioners discussed whether this language addressed
the issue. Commissioners discussed the definition of “complaint” in this section and the
ED provided examples of different types of complaints which may give rise to an
investigation. Commissioner Stebbins suggested an edit to the first paragraph of No. 5 to
clarify what types of complaints this section included.

e Mediator Podziba stated that the next meetings would be March 27, 2023, and April 24,
2023. She reviewed Commissioners’ assignments before the next meeting.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Concepcion moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e Discussion Items for the Executive Charter
e 20230323 Draft Charter V12
e Budget Process Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)

In Attendance:

e Chair Shannon O’Brien
Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
Executive Director Shawn Collins
Governance Mediation Vendor Susan Podziba
Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez

Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public

records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and noted the work that had
been completed since the last executive session and the goals for executive session.

e Mediator Podziba directed the Commissioners to the Legislative and Executive Branch
Outreach section of the Charter. The Chair raised concerns regarding the decision-making
process within the Department of Government Affairs and Policy (DGAP). She
highlighted that issues arose at the budget hearing which lead to confusion and a need for
clarity. The Chair asserted that she and the Executive Director (ED) planned to lead the
budget hearing testimony and were the designated spokespersons for the Commission’s
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priorities. She emphasized the need for consistency in decision-making and adherence to
agreed-upon protocols, especially in relation to budgetary matters. Mediator Podziba
directed the Board’s attention to the Budget section on page 15, item No. 4, and clarified
the Chair’s concerns. Commissioner Camargo highlighted the importance of ensuring
consistency between the written content of the Charter document and the actual
implementation by staff, given that the document was still in development.
Commissioner Roy emphasized the importance of clarity in advocacy efforts and the
need to notify fellow Commissioners about initiatives that could influence statutes as well
as sharing that information with the ED. The ED emphasized that relevant information to
the agency was already communicated as was the practice. He underscored that sharing
such information was crucial, especially if it impacted the Commission before becoming
law. Mediator Podziba directed the Board to item No. 8. Commissioner Concepcion
suggested expanding No. 8 to include a step in which the ED may share information with
other Commissioners after receiving it from legislators, executive branch officials or
staff. Mediator Podziba proposed the new language and consensus was found among the
Commissioners.

Mediator Podziba directed the Commissioners’ attention to No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 of the
Press, Media and External Engagement section of the Charter. Following the
Commissioners’ review, she inquired whether the Board had any questions or concerns
regarding these three items and they did not. The Mediator guided the Board to item No.
4 and inquired if there were any questions. Commissioner Stebbins recommended
rephrasing the item to indicate that a monthly summary would be included as part of the
public meeting Commissioner briefing materials. Commissioner Camargo questioned
whether the media outreach and government affairs work summary should be included in
the monthly public meeting package and acknowledged that the content might be more
suitable for internal use than public dissemination. The Chair echoed similar sentiments
to Commissioner Camargo and acknowledged that such content would be best kept
within the Commission rather than in the public briefing book. After consideration, the
Board agreed to include a monthly summary as part of the Public Meeting Commissioner
Briefing Book for internal reference. The Chair emphasized that the decision aimed to
strike a balance between transparency and internal communications needs, ensuring that
relevant information was shared appropriately within the Commission.

Mediator Podziba moved to review Items No. 5, No. 6, and No. 7. Commissioner
Concepcion raised a concern on item No. 7, and interpreted it to mean that
Commissioners would not be able to proactively offer an opinion if the Commissioners
opinions did not align. Mediator Podziba clarified that the intent behind item No. 7 was
to provide communications support to Commissioners expressing opposing views in
response to media inquiries, but not for proactive, unsolicited communications.
Commissioner Concepcion highlighted potential ambiguities in the wording and
suggested rephrasing for clarity. No. 7 was reworded, and consensus was met among the
Board.

Mediator Podziba asked Commissioners to review No. 8. The Chair looked to understand
how No. 8 differed from No. 7, because there appeared to be ambiguity or overlap in how
these two items were being implemented in practice. Mediator Podziba explained that
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No. 7 was specific to a Commissioner’s vote or policy while No. 8 covered any other
situation that was not vote-related. The ED suggested that the Chair or another
Commissioner were involved in determining divergences between personal matters and
agency policies to avoid conflicts and ensure appropriate management of staff resources.
Commissioner Camargo highlighted the ED’s role in navigating contentious situations
and ensuring a unified approach. The ED suggested that personal statements from a
Commissioner should be clearly delineated and not presented as the official Commission
position and that the Commission’s response should be limited to factual, professional
statements. He added that each situation would be unique and required a tailored
approach. He emphasized that the goal was to maintain the integrity and credibility of the
Commission while respecting individual Commissioners’ rights to express their personal
views. Commissioner Stebbins proposed language for No. 8 and consensus was met
among the Board that the ED would collaborate with the Chair or appropriate
Commissioner to assess when the interests of the Commission and a Commissioner had
diverged. He elaborated that when such divergences were identified by the ED, the
Commissioner would be informed in a timely manner. Mediator Podziba directed the
Board to No. 9 and No. 10. Commissioner Camargo questioned the language on No. 10.
The Chair emphasized that the logo was not chosen by the Commissioners but rather it
was selected as an identifier and functioned as a name tag. The ED explained that the
purpose of No. 10 was to extend the Commission’s endorsement through the application
of its logo. He added that the logo could also be used in promotion, advertising or
identifying the presence of a Commissioner or Commission. Consensus was reached
among the Board to add the following language to No. 10: “It is understood that external
parties may display the Commission logo to identify participation of particular
Commissioners and/or staff.”

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba directed the Commissioners to the Budgeting and Budgeting Process
section on page 15 of the Charter. Consensus was reached by the Board for the Mediator
Podziba to include a No. 5 in the section stating that “the Chief Financial Accounting
Officer (CFAO) will provide the monthly budget summary as part of the public meeting
Commissioner briefing book.”

Mediator Podziba asked Commissioners to review the Accountability, Checks and
Balances section. The Chair proposed additional language for No. 4 and consensus was
met among the Board. Mediator Podziba moved to review items No. 1, 2 and 3 on page
15 of the Charter. Mediator Podziba indicated that consensus was met to remove a, b, c
and all romanettes under No. 4 and transfer them into a Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP). Additionally, she noted that Commissioners decided to introduce a new No. 5,
stating that an SOP would be established in consultation with Commissioners and
appointing authorities for investigations and referrals to appointing authorities. Next,
Mediator Podziba asked Commissioners if they had any questions or concerns relative to
No. 5 and No. 6 on pages 17 and 18. The Commissioners expressed no concerns and
were in alignment with the language provided. Mediator Podziba directed the Board’s
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attention to No. 1 on page 15. Following extensive discussion, she proposed tabling the
matter for further consideration.

The Commission took a short recess.

e Mediator Podziba moved to review Draft Charter Section: Professional Development and
asked Commissioners to review No. 1 through No. 8 in the section. Commissioner
Camargo inquired about further professional development training that could be
incorporated into the Charter. Mediator Podziba pointed the Commissioners to (v.) on
page 6 and asked Commissioner Camargo if she agreed with the existing language, to
which she responded affirmatively. Following this, she confirmed with Commissioner
Concepcion to include only Open Meeting Law training on No. 2. Commissioner
Stebbins proposed adding the word “trainings” after “relevant” in No. 1.

e Mediator Podziba directed the Commissioners to the Conflict Resolution section, item
No. 1(a) on page 18, and asked Commissioners if they had any comments. Commissioner
Stebbins questioned the ED if he was comfortable with all staff approaching him about
potential Charter violations. The ED responded in the affirmative.

e Mediation Podziba instructed the Commissioners to revisit all sections of the Charter to
verify previously implemented modifications.

e Following this, she directed them to the Roles and Responsibilities section to refine the
language for No. 1(a) (iii), where the ED proposed additional language. Commissioner
Roy proposed adding the word “impartiality to (d)(ii).

e Mediator Podziba asked Commissioner Camargo if she wanted to discuss (b) under The
Commission Treasurer, and Commissioner Camargo asked to table it for the time being.

e Mediator Podziba directed the Board’s attention to page 5, item (d) and the ED suggested
that the language should mirror the language on the Budgeting and Budgeting Process
section.

e Mediator Podziba instructed the Commissioners to review item (s) on page 7 and
proposed adding “and if practical” before “in collaboration with the Chair.”

e Mediator Podziba asked the Commissioners to review No. 3 on page 9. She noted
consensus on the language.

I11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Roy seconded the motion.
e The Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
o Commissioner Roy — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
o Chair O’Brien — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion to adjourn.
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CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION
April 24,2023
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EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e 20230420 Draft Charter V13
e CCC Draft Charter Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach 4.20.23 - Gov Affairs and
Legislative Outreach feedback
e CCC Draft Charter Press Media Engagement Section 3.28.23-Comms Feedback
e Canna Statute

In Attendance:

e Chair Shannon O’Brien
Commissioner Nurys Camargo
Commissioner Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Kimberly Roy
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
Executive Director Shawn Collins
Paralegal Sabiel Rodriguez
Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
I. Call to Order
e The Chair called the meeting to order and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator
Podziba) to conduct the Mediation Executive Session.

I. Discussion — Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public
records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26)
e Mediator Podziba gave an overview of the discussion items and noted the work that had
been completed since the last Executive Session and the goals for executive session.
e Mediator Podziba stated they would review feedback from the Communications team on
the legislative and executive branch outreach section following with the communication
section and then review the entire Charter.
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Mediator Podziba moved to the Legislative and Executive Branch Outreach section and
began the discussion with No. 4. She recommended changing the word “legislative” to
“policy”. She mentioned Communication’s rationale behind the suggestion, then solicited
input on the proposal. Commissioner Roy thought they always called it Executive and
Legislative Outreach and suggested keeping that designation. Commissioner Concepcion
understood the reason for the proposed change because they made policy decisions and
endorsements, not legislative actions. Commissioner Stebbins also endorsed the policy
objective language as he could not foresee them doing federal outreach. The group agreed
to language after the discussion concluded.

Mediator Podziba proceeded to No. 5 and read a sentence of the text aloud, then
suggested that they add “relevant departments” to the sentence. She also gave the
rationale behind the suggestion and opened the floor for discussion. The Chair and
Commissioner Concepcion opposed adding the additional language. The Commission
agreed to strike the suggestion.

Mediator Podziba went on to No. 6 and provided her rationale for adding a new sentence.
The Chair expressed her concerns on the proposed language’s effect on the power of the
Chair. She argued that it delegated too much authority to Government Affairs,
Communications, and the direct reports. The Chair read the statute and felt that the
proposed language in the Charter did not align. She provided instances of defiance from
staff that she had witnessed. She provided examples of things that she felt needed to be
changed. She offered the back to the office policy as one possible solution. She expressed
her reluctance to sign on to the Charter. Commissioner Roy opined that she had never
seen a government agency function and operate like the Commission. The Chair said that
she wanted Commissioners to exercise their power in a collegial way and while
supporting one another. She recalled that she wanted to suspend the Charter process when
she on-boarded, due to her being new to her role. Commissioner Camargo responded to
Commissioner Roy and the Chair’s comments and felt that the discussion about staff
should not be brought at public meeting.

In response to the Chair’s claim that she did not want to undermine the statute, the ED
asked how she “squares the affairs of the Commission” with the statute stating that the
ED shall be the executive and administrative head of the Commission. She reiterated that
she supported the ED and wanted to work with him. The ED stated he had worked under
three Chairs whom all had different interpretations of what the statute meant. He
addressed Commissioner Roy’s point regarding the agency dynamics being so different
than other agencies and pointed out that it was because there was usually one principal
making determinations instead of the dispersed power under the statute. He added that
being judged for his performance while the Commissioners were not reflecting on how
they were contributing to the culture was frustrating for him. The Chair stated that since
the last Chair left, the ED had been negotiating and directing individual Commissioners.
She claimed the ED did not engage her when he should have, pursuant to statute, because
the Chair was responsible for the delegation of work of the Commissioners in her
opinion. She claimed he failed to ask her what subcommittee she wanted to work on and
the ED disagreed. He claimed that he provided her multiple opportunities to be assigned
to a certain group.
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While Commissioner Stebbins mentioned the uniqueness of the Commission, he stressed
the desirability to agree on the Charter and mentioned that they all end up being “the
complaint box.” After opining about the inverted hierarchy of the Commission,
Commissioner Roy advocated that they stop democratizing everything and that the ED or
the Commissioners should sign off on every standard operating procedure (SOP).
Commissioner Concepcion noted the external focus on the Commission and stated she
did not think they have course-corrected on the culture. She feared the message they
would convey upon the Charter’s release. The Chair did not believe that the Charter made
them better, but Commissioner Camargo believed that it would provide clarity for staff.
Commissioner Camargo was disappointed with the testimony at the Ways and Means
hearing. She stated that the Chair did not allow the ED to speak. The Chair claimed that
staff had overruled a decision when they added Commissioner Camargo to testify before
the legislature, without telling the ED or the Chair. The Chair interpreted the statute to
indicate that she delegated the work of the individual Commissioners.

Commissioner Stebbins explained that this process was a learning process and that it was
worthwhile to get senior staff’s feedback and their viewpoints. Commissioner
Concepcion added that the Charter needed to speak on its face. Commissioner Roy
opined that culture was set from the top and to be mindful of how the press will analyze
the Charter. The Chair commented that Senator Moore filed a bill out of a lack of faith
that the agency could make the Commission function. The Chair opined that the Charter
obliterated her ability to designate staff to do certain things and felt she was undermined
by staff.

The ED stated that there was tension and conflict within the statute, noting that each
Commissioner had a different perspective on what the role should, could, or ought to be.
He added the purpose of a Governance Charter was to set a precedent and standard for
future Commissioners about the role. He believed a new Chair should not come in and
have to spend months figuring out their power and authority. When the statute was not
clear, the ED observed that the Charter can be a safety net. He mentioned his best
intentions but that he had observed confusion and lack of clarity at the Commission. He
did not like the Charter was “micromanaging” him. The ED appreciated that everyone’s
experiences contributed to the Charter, and appreciated their efforts to clarify what
should happen in the future. Mediator Podziba suggested the group take a break, and
upon return, focus on the roles of the Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and ED.

The Commission took a short recess.

Mediator Podziba moved to No. 2 in the Roles and Responsibilities section. The group
read No. 2 and the G. L. c. 10, 8 76 (h) footnote. The Chair suggested to move (k) up the
list to (b) and Commissioner Camargo asked if it was for visual purposes. The Chair
stated she thought having it higher up on the list would send a message that it is in the
collaboration with the ED.
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Commissioner Stebbins suggested striking (g) as it was covered in the new (b) and the
old (k). The Commissioners agreed to strike (g). The Chair suggested adding (i) to the
footnote. The ED and the Chair discussed their differing interpretations of the statute. In
response to Mediator Podziba inquiring about the effect of implementing this clause, the
Chair responded that she and other Commissioner could direct staff to take action.

The ED clarified that he took “hearing” as an event and explained formal and informal
hearings. The Chair mentioned her experience after she requested organizational charts.
The ED explained why it was handled in that manner, and cited privacy concerns in the
request. The ED interpreted the section in question. Commissioner Roy asked the ED
how he reconciled the last half of the sentence and read it aloud. Commissioner Roy
asked what it meant by “other than those of a formal or administrative character;” He
opined it involved non-licensing or non-enforcement matters. Commissioner Concepcion
agreed with the ED’s interpretation of (i). Commissioner Stebbins added he thought
“formal or administrative”” encompassed things like voting to approve minutes or to elect
an officer and provided an example. Mediator Podziba confirmed the proposed changes
to the section.

The Chair stated that rotating seats was her main priority and that establishing a
collaborative working relationship between the Administrator and the Chair was the main
goal if the Charter process. The ED asked the Chair if (k) became the new (b) was the
language inclusive enough, given the myriad of things requiring collaboration, and also
asked if “including but not limited to” policy matters should be added. The Chair agreed
and Mediator read the proposed movement of sections and changes in language.
Commissioner Concepcion brought their attention back to the Chair section and offered
language to amend (j). A question arose if (j) should apply to all Commissioners.
Discussion ensued about Commissioners testifying before legislative and regulatory
committees about official Commission business. Language was suggested for testifying
before the Ways and Means Committee.

Mediator Podziba moved to No. 3 in the Roles and Responsibilities section and asked
Commissioners to review it. After some discussion, the Chair asked if the Treasurer
should restrict language to a Treasurer serving more as a “signatory,” not a financial
expert. The ED stated the more language they could apply directly from the statute, the
better. Commissioner Stebbins voiced that they were missing language regarding
transfers, observing “approval” was there. Mediator Podziba reviewed the two changes to
the section.

Commissioner Camargo made a suggestion regarding adding a third person to the budget
process. The Chair felt it was appropriate that the Chair could designate the work. The
group revisited (j) for Chair’s Responsibilities, adding a designee for testimony before
Ways and Means. Commissioner Concepcion noted the necessity of having a
collaborative effort between the ED and the Chair.

The Chair felt they lacked a granular enough understanding of how money was spent, and
that the Treasurer should make sure they all understand how this occured. Commissioner
Camargo mentioned they had talked about this being a Chief Financial Accounting
Officer (CFAO) position. The Chair voiced the importance of the Treasurer having a
greater depth of knowledge on the budget. Commissioner Concepcion agreed with the
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Chair’s position of providing the Treasurer with a more active role, adding the necessity
of having more information about the budget on an ongoing basis. Commissioner
Stebbins advocated for building in more measurements of accountability regarding the
expenditure of public funds.

e Commissioner Camargo emphasized that the ED must collaborate with the Treasurer
throughout the budget process. Mediator Podziba directed them to (c)(i) and read
Commissioner Stebbins’ proposal. Commissioner Roy added it would help the Treasurer
answer questions from the Commissioners. The ED proposed changes, while recognizing
the budget was both technical and policy-related, and that the technical aspect should fall
to the CFAO and budget director. He stated he liked “assist” versus “informs” language
as it implied cooperation and collaboration. He added he would like to see the Treasurer
play a meaningful role in evaluating the department requests and helping to explain how
decisions were made.

e Inresponse to Commissioner Roy’s queries about unspent funds, Mediator Podziba
explained the process whereby unspent funds ultimately had been removed from the
Charter, to become instead the subject of a SOP. The ED mentioned SOPs should be
documents guide and that they are auditable. Mediator Podziba proposed language based
on the Commissioner’s concerns, then acknowledged no dissent from the tentative
agreement.

e Mediator Podziba asked if there were any questions, comments, concerns, or proposals
on No. 4 in the Roles and Responsibilities section. Commissioner Roy brought up
trainings and minutes and mentioned that the Legal Department was short staffed. She
proposed that Commissioners review their own sections in minutes for accuracy, to assist
the Secretary with providing accuracy. Paralegal Rodriguez stated it was possible to use
color coding to make it easier for Commissioners to review minutes, and that it could just
for the draft form, prior to posting on the Commission’s website. Mediator Podziba noted
no dissent from achieving a tentative agreement on the section.

e Mediator Podziba moved to No. 5 in the Roles and Responsibilities section. Language
was proposed which suggested that the ED would work collaboratively with the Secretary
and Treasurer to fulfill their roles. Language was proposed, to ensure clarity that the ED
executed and implemented authorities delegated to the ED by the Commissioners,
regarding areas of policy and administrative decisions. A distinction was made between
the Commission abiding by and enforcing state law, as it related to municipalities.

e The ED explained that he considered and approved all SOPs. He suggested that “staff
designated by ED” be substituted for “Government Affairs”. He stated that votes should
generally be noticed, but there might be minor issues which do not need prior notice.

e The discussion moved to better aligning goal setting with the budgetary process, and the
influence of calendar years and fiscal years as they might affect the process.

e Eliminating “legislative outreach” or moving its language to another section in the
Charter, was discussed. Mediator Podziba then moved to a discussion of next steps.

[11. Adjournment
e Commissioner Stebbins moved to adjourn executive session.
e Commissioner Camargo seconded the motion.
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e The Chair took a roll call vote:

Commissioner Camargo — Yes
Commissioner Concepcion — Yes
Commissioner Roy — Yes

Commissioner Stebbins — Yes

Chair O’Brien — Yes

e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION

November 30, 2023
10:00AM

In-Person with Remote Participation via Microsoft Teams
EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING MINUTES

Documents:
e 20231129 Drafter Charter
e CCC Draft Charter Press Media Engagement Section 3.28.23-Comms Feedback

In Attendance:

e Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion
Commissioner Nurys Z. Camargo
Commissioner Bruce Stebbins
Acting Executive Director Debra Hilton-Creek
Associate General Counsel Michael Baker
Mediator Susan Podziba

Minutes:
I.  Call to Order
e The Acting Chair Ava Callender Concepcion (AC) called the Executive Session to order
and deferred to Mediator Susan Podziba (Mediator Podziba) to conduct the Mediation
Executive Session.

Il.  Discussion - Mediation Regarding Commission Governance, G.L. c. 233, § 23C, and public

records not subject to disclosure under G.L. c. 4, § 7 (26).

e The AC discussed the agenda for the day. She noted the absence of Chair O’Brien
(“Chair”’) and Commissioner Roy. She mentioned that their absence would make
obtaining consensus to finalize the Charter difficult. Mediator Podziba commented on the
updated Charter document and noted the goal for the day was to get as close to a final
document as possible. The Acting Executive Director (AED) noted her prior experience
working on similar documents. Mediator Podziba explained the changes in the document
and mentioned who had been involved in past sessions. Commissioner Stebbins noted the
importance of completing this document in order to attract talented applicants for the new
Executive Director (ED) role.
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Commission Camargo noted the challenges from the statute pertaining to the roles of the
Chair and Executive Director. She mentioned the past rub between Chair and the ED. She
stressed the importance of drafting adequately to accommodate new Commissioners.
Commissioner Stebbins noted the value of the mediation process. Commissioner
Camargo opined that Shawn Collins was helpful when he imparted his institutional
knowledge of the agency.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Background section of the Charter. Commissioners
reviewed and had no requested edits on this section.

Mediator Podziba moved to the Roles and Responsibilities section and noted that
Commissioner Roy had expressed concern that No. 1(e) granted too much control over
the administrative agency to the ED. Commissioner Camargo explained the delegated
powers to the ED, in response to a query by the AED. Mediator Podziba noted that
authority could be delegated to the ED by the Commissioners. She explained the
difference between the sections, and the current section pertained to the responsibilities
of the Commissioners, and suggested language to obtain consensus.

Commissioner Camargo asked if the AED could spot issues with the current drafted
wording. The AED noted that with the implementation of Chapter 180 and how the
language could be confusing. Commissioner Camargo explained that some policies could
be delegated, and that this language may possibly be moved to the administrative section.
After a discussion about language refinements, Mediator Podziba suggested language to
clarify delegation of work from the Commissioners to the ED, as it pertained to statutory
responsibilities. In response to Commissioner Stebbins, Mediator Podziba clarified that
the language would fall under (b). Commissioner Stebbins discussed the policy making
role and that the role of the ED would be implied to have policy delegated to them. He
noted the statute and its intersection with these responsibilities. Agreement was reached
regarding delegation language and where it should be placed under No. 2(e). Mediator
Podziba asked whether there was consensus on the Roles and Responsibilities section.
Associate General Counsel Michael Baker (AGC Baker) explained that certain sections
of Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017 became Section 76 of the Massachusetts General Laws.
Commissioner Camargo asked if Commissioner Roy’s question was addressed regarding
if Commissioners should have administrative roles. The AED explained checks and
balances; the ED exercised administrative roles, such as hiring and firing personnel, but
that the Commissioners were to hold the ED accountable over staff of the Commission.
“Hiring, disciplining and terminating” were discussed in terms of language to be inserted
as part of the ED’s role.

Mediator Podziba moved the conversation to the No. 2 in the Roles and Responsibilities
section. Commissioner Camargo mentioned her issue with the language in (c). She noted
that she was not clear what the language meant regarding the Chair’s responsibilities to
“coordinate Commission work;” Mediator Podziba provided clarification. The AC
recalled a past conversation on the topic of the Chair’s responsibility, and in light of
statutory language. Mediator Podziba explained her understanding that the Chair could
assign work to Commissioner. The AC explained that the Chair cannot force a
Commissioner to do certain tasks. Commissioner Stebbins explained that the Chair
should be aware generally about what the Commissioners are working on, and that the
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language ought to be altered to reflect the reality. Mediator Podziba noted the potential
for abuse existed with the Chair’s role to assign work. The AED explained that the
current language may give a supervisory role to the Chair; language that reflects a more
collaborative approach may be better suited. Mediator Podziba offered new language to
reflect the Chair coordinating work with Commissioners. Consensus was reached on this
language.

Mediator Podizba moved to No. 2(f) in the Charter and read it aloud. The AC explained
her interpretation of the statute and language regarding the Chair designating to act in
their stead, when absent. Commissioner Stebbins suggested including executive sessions
in this section; ultimately it was agreed that executive sessions were included in the
definition of public meetings. Commissioner Camargo discussed the second sentence in
No. 2(f) and argued that there were two scenarios at play. Mediator Podziba explained the
difference between the two scenarios; one, where the Chair was temporarily absent, and
the second scenario, where the Chair was not present on a long-term basis. Commissioner
Stebbins explained his perspective on the language and offered an alternative to second
sentence. Commissioner Camargo disagreed, preferring to not have a role allocated into
the Acting Chair’s position. The AED explained that the roles will switch by January, and
that a designated role might not be the best way to choose the next Chair. Mediator
Podziba explained the differences between the two situations; (1) immediate absence,
such as when a Chair is hit by a bus, but is returning relatively soon, as opposed to (2) a
long-term absence. She reiterated the need to have both scenarios taken into account. The
AED mentioned she did not see a difference in short term and long term. Commissioner
Camargo explained that the language read like a will on who will take over for the Chair
in the Chair’s absence. Mediator Podziba suggested a language change around
designating a default Chair. Commissioner Stebbins explained two hypotheticals that
concerned him regarding the Chair’s absence; the first being long-term and the second
being an emergency. The AED described her past experiences in the military and related
it to the Chair’s absence. She offered ranking by tenure could be used in the Chair’s
absence. Commissioner Camargo noted Commissioner Stebbins’ past comments and
noted the need to address the emergency situation to avoid an issue with voting. Mediator
Podziba asked for preferences under an emergency situation. Commissioner Camargo
explained that by tenure would not work because she and Commissioner Stebbins started
on the same day. She explained that it makes more sense to elect either the Treasurer or
Secretary to serve in the Chair’s absence. Mediator Podziba noted that the Chair had the
statutory authority to appoint an interim Chair in their absence. Commissioner Stebbins
reiterated his two hypotheticals mentioned before and explained the hypothetical where
the Secretary is also unavailable. He addressed the consideration of when the Chair is
absent on a long-term basis. The AC believed that the third option here could be put into
a different section. She explained her understanding of the statute. Commission Camargo
affirmed. Mediator Podziba raised the scenario when the Chair was suspended or
terminated. The appointing authority’s role was discussed, particularly when a Chair
steped down, as opposed to being suspended. Commissioner Stebbins commented that
the Treasurer appointed the Chair. Mediator Podziba explained that the second sentence
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would be removed to the role of the Secretary and that the third sentence would be
amended.

e Mediator Podziba moved the conversation to subsection (j), and she read aloud the
drafted language. The interplay between the ED and the Chair regarding the budget was
discussed, as well as including the option to allow additional persons to testify at the
State House. The AC clarified that the ED and the Chair should be the people who to
made the determination regarding who would testify. The AED mentioned the potential
for a Commission expert to assist in testifying at a budget hearing.

The Commission took a short recess.

e Mediator Podziba moved to the Press, Media and External Engagement section and
opened up the conversation for discussion. Commissioner Stebbins opined that generally
the listing of the order of items dictated their relative priority. Mediator Podziba asked
about the role of the Chair relative to being a primary spokesperson, and what is the role
of the other Commissioners being spokespersons. The language was adopted regarding
the role of the individual Commissioners being spokespersons, and that the Chair could
be the de facto spokesperson. The ED could be the spokesperson on administrative
matters. Commissioner Stebbins explained that this language was put into the Charter
because of unexpected situations or tragedies and to give guidance to staff during those
emergencies. Particularly in unexpected situations, the de facto spokesperson-ship of the
Chair would be very important, given the need to have one person to give voice for the
Commission in an emergency. Mediator Podziba summarized the conversation thus far
changing No. 3, which has now become No. 2. Commissioner Camargo raised the topic
of the tragedy in Holyoke and the need to have real-time responses. She suggested the
Chair must have the authority to be the spokesperson in urgent situations. Mediator
Podziba suggested language acknowledging that the Chair was the leader of the
Commission and is the de facto spokesperson on urgent and general matters. She
commented that the ED was the acknowledged de facto spokesperson on Commission
administrative matters and that all Commissioners are spokespersons on vetted and
approved matters. She reiterated that no Commissioner shall speak on behalf of the
Commission regarding a policy that has not been fully vetted and approved by an
affirmatively vote by three Commissioners. There was discussion regarding how
proposed language in No. 4 possibly contradicted No. 11. Mediator Podziba restated the
language, and the AC noted the consensus on the language. Commissioner Stebbins
raised the possibility of consolidating the language between six and seven. Commissioner
Camargo explained why she wanted to leave the language in this section. Mediator
Podziba offered alternative language to capture both Commissioner Camargo and
Commissioner Stebbins’ concerns. Mediator Podziba noted the consensus on removing
number 8.

The Commission took a short recess.




e Mediator Podziba revisited the discussion where it left off. Commissioner Stebbins
explained an instance where he was singled-out to speak at an event and offered amended
language. Commissioner Camargo noted that this document singled-out the department
and not all of the departments. The AC agreed and explained that the language could
apply to all departments. Mediator Podziba summarized the changes discussed. Mediator
Podziba offered further amended language and, then after a brief discussion, noted
consensus on the amendment.

e Mediator Podziba moved to the next paragraph labeled as number 9 and she noted
consensus.

e Mediator Podziba moved to the next paragraph labeled as number 10. Commissioner
Stebbins noted the draft language would allow for the ED to have an ability to push back
on a Commissioner who was seeking staff resources for a policy that was not voted on by
the Commission. Commissioner Stebbins gave an example of a situation where this
paragraph would come into effect. The AC gave an alternative example that showed a
need for protections pertaining to staff interactions with Commissioners. Commissioner
Stebbins mentioned an alternative scenario relative for the need to distinguish between
Commission business verses personal business. Mediator Podziba noted consensus.

e Mediator Podziba moved to number 11 and noted consensus.

e Mediator Podziba moved to number 12. Commissioner Stebbins offered amended
language and Mediator Podziba noted consensus. Mediator Podziba asked to take a break
to print up the new draft.

The Commission took a short recess.

e Mediator Podziba reviewed the new draft and noted consensus.

e Mediator Podziba moved to Charter Adoption and Review section. Mediator Podziba
read the amended language and noted consensus on the topic. Commissioner Stebbins
raised an example of one situation, and whether the Commissioners should have been
notified about the situation when it arose. He asked whether the CIE should have the
ability to approach Commissioners with these types of incidents. Mediator Podziba
commented upon the language whereby the ED would be required to notify the
Commissioners of such matters. Commissioner Stebbins discussed the ED’s goals and
whether they should be on a fiscal verses calendar year. Mediator Podziba offered
language. Commissioner Stebbins explained that both fiscal and calendar year should be
used to offer flexibility to the Commission. AGC Baker suggested that the AC confer
with the General Counsel regarding next steps and a legal review of the document.
Mediator Podziba congratulated the Commissioners on their hard work.

1.  Adjournment
e Commissioner Camargo moved to adjourn the executive session.
e Commissioner Stebbins seconded the motion.

e The Acting Chair took a roll call vote:
o Commissioner Camargo — Yes
o Commissioner Stebbins — Yes
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o Acting Chair Concepcion — Yes
e The Commission unanimously approved the motion.
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Memorandum
To: Commissioners
Cc: Debra Hilton-Creek, Acting Executive Director
From: Matt Giancola, Director of Government Affairs and Policy
Date: September 12, 2024
Subject: September 2024 Government Affairs Update

Legislative Update

Acting Chair Ava Concepcion and staff from the Government Affairs and Policy department met with
Rep. Michael Moran to discuss general updates in the Commission’s work and licensed industry.

Commissioner Bruce Stebbins and staff from the Investigations and Enforcement, General Counsel, and
Government Affairs and Policy departments met with Reps. Lindsay Sabadosa and Brian Murray and
licensees to hear feedback on the industry, Commission processes, and recommendations for changes to
regulatory policy.

Executive Update

Commissioners Nurys Camargo and Bruce Stebbins and staff from the Communications, Digital and
Creative Services, General Counsel, Investigations and Enforcement, and Government Affairs and Policy
departments met with officials from the Department of Public Health to discuss public awareness and
education regarding social consumption.

Municipal Update

Municipal Law Unit

The Attorney General’s Municipal Law Unit (MLU) did not issue any marijuana-related decisions this
past month.

(617) 701-8400 | MassCannabisControl.Com | CannabisCommission@State.MA.US
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Call to Order

Commissioners’ Comments & Updates

Minutes

Acting Executive Director and Commission Staff Report
Staff Recommendations on Changes of Ownership

Staff Recommendations on Renewal Licenses

Staff Recommendations on Provisional Licenses

Staff Recommendations on Final Licenses

Staff Recommendations on Responsible Vendor Training

. Commission Discussion and \otes

. New Business Not Anticipated at the Time of Posting

Next Meeting Date

. Adjournment




CPO Update — Human Resources - Promotions

Olivia Koval, JD Director of Licensing Investigation & Enforcement

Xaltzisue (Quay) Chambers, BS Accounting Manager Fiscal
(Business Administration)




CPO Report - Human Resources — Recruitment Update

3 OPEN — UNDER REVIEW

SCREEN (S) INTERVIEWS (1)/PENDING
ACCEPTANCES COUNTER OFFERS OFFERS (PO)/PAUSED

Accounting Manager - HIRED Communications Specialist - HIRED
Chief Investigation & Enforcement Officer Executive Assistant (1)
Communications Manager  HIRED (3) Executive Director (1)

Constituent Services Associate

Director, Investigation HIRED Deputy General Counsel — (I)
Enforcement Counsel General Counsel (PO)

Fiscal Specialist HIRED (3) (Decision Pending)

Procurement PM

Investigators (5) HIRED (5) Human Resources Manager (PAUSED)
Hearing Officer HIRED

Licensing Specialists (2) HIRED (2) Digital and Creative Media Specialist HIRED
Pres Secretary HIRED Digital Media Specialist HIRED
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MassCannabisControl.com
Website Search Functionality

September 12, 2024
AnnMarie Burtt, Director of Digital and Creative Services




Agenda

1. Introduction

2. Google Programmable Search Engine
3. Website Search Functionality

4. Tutorial

5. Questions




Introduction

* MassCannabisControl.com launched 2018, redesign launched 2021
* MoreAboutM]J.org launched 2019 i izl ~

Caregivers and Licensees Consumers

* Original WordPress search plugin not robust enough for agency needs

» Useful content for constituents on both websites

State and Local Certifying Healthcare

» Search results were siloed to each individual website Barents Goyernimeht Providers

MassCannabisControl.com fior?) __ |
MAR\LU/ANA KnowThelaws Marijuanal0l Health Effects Safety MA Substance Use Helpline Q

* Extensive amount of web content and documents »

» Search results were not effective or clear ‘
* Difficult to find the information needed

* Could not discern difference between types of results

* No abilities to sort or filter




Google Programmable Search Engine

Custom installation on both MassCannabisControl.com and MoreAboutMJ.org

- ~3$30,720: Development, Implementation and Project Management
* High-quality search results powered by Google, a constantly improving platform
* Customizable functionality that can be tailored to user needs
* Searches and delivers results across multiple websites

* Very low monthly cost
- Based on amount of search queries per month
- $5 per 1,000 queries after free 100 queries per day
- 8/1/24-8/31/24 $24.68
- First full month live: 6,824 total queries

* Launched July 16, 2024
* Additional new functionality added August 16, 2024 and August 30, 2024




Website Search Functionality

New Search

Public Meeting recordings are available on the Cannabis Control Commission's YouTube channel.

Can't find what you're looking for? Please try a different search term or review our Popular Documents.

Search Term Site Sort By
Search v All v Relevance
MassCannabisControl.com Date (newest first)
Additional Filters MoreAboutMJ.org Date (oldest first)

Web Pages Calendar Events @ Documents @ Data




2,140 search results for: guidance on licensure

Guidance on Licensure
permits, and other local licensing requirements are required prior to final licensure and will ... If you have additional questions regarding this guidance on ...

PDF

masscannabiscontrol.com

Guidance Documents - Cannabis Control Commission Massachusetts

Guidance Documents. Guidance on Host Community Agreements. 3/8/2024 2:47 pm. Guidance Documents. Guidance on Licensure. 3/4/2024 4:57 pm.

Guidance Documents ...

masscannabiscontrol.com

Application Checklist

This guidance is not legal advice. If you have additional questions regarding the legal requirements for licensure in the Commonwealth, you are

encouraged ...

PDF

masscannabiscontrol.com
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Questions?

Any comments or feedback can be submitted to
Commission@CCCMass.com
Subject Line: Website Search



mailto:Commission@CCCMass.com?subject=Website Search
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FY24 Budget - Actuals
FY25 Budget Projection

September 12,2025

AED Debbie Hilton-Creek
CFAQO Lisa Schlegel

Budget Director Mark McDevitt
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FY22-FY24 Actuals to Budget Spending

FY22-FY24 Budget to Actual Spend

FY24

95%

FY23

80% 82% 84% 86% 88% 90% 92% 94% 96%
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Marijuana Related Fee & Tax Collections

Non-Tax Revenue Collected by CCC and
Transferred to Marijuana Regulation Fund

TAX REVENUE

Marijuana Sales Tax

Marijuana Excise Tax

Department of Revenue Tax Collections

Marijuana Fee & Tax Revenue

FY?22

$27,213,080

$92,422,423
$156,669,255
$249,091,678

$276,304,758

FY23

$21,511,911

$93,539,743
$161,467,626
$255,007,369

$276,519,280

FY24

$20,013,585

$98,702,371
$173,742,923
$272,445,294

$292,458,879
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FY 25 Budget Overview

« The Commission received an FY25 budget
allocation of $19.8M.

Line Item FY25 GAA FY25 Maintenance Difference
» The Commission’s funding request for FY25
Maintenance was submitted at $22.6M. 1070-0840 $16,354,564 $18,952,248 ($2,597,684)
« Comparing budgeted vs. requested, the
Commission is required to reduce projected 1070-0842 $3,451,738 $3,694,918 ($243,180)
maintenance costs of $2.8M for FY25 Total $16,806,302 $22.647,166 ($2.840,864)
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Cannabis Control Commission FY 25 Budget Analysis

FY25 FY25 Proposed
FY24 Actual Maintenance Reduction FY25 Budget

AA REGULAR EMPLOYEE COMPENSATION 11,942 14,264 (1,039) 13,225
BB REGULAR EMPLOYEE RELATED EXPENSES 32 50 (28) 22
cc SPECIAL EMPLOYEES 0 0 0 0
DD PAYROLL TAX AND FRINGE 255 364 (81) 283
EE ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 622 441 10 451
FF PROGRAMMATIC OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 867 1,065 (4) 1,061
GG ENERGY COSTS & SPACE RENTAL 756 841 (74) 767
HH CONSULTANT SVCS (Departmental) 840 878 (500) 378
1) OPERATIONAL EXPENSES 157 850 (723) 127
KK EQUIPMENT PURCHASES 13 10 (10) 0
LL EQUIPMENT LEASE-MAINTENACE/REPAIR 26 71 (47) 24
uu IT NON-PAYROLL EXPENSES 3,394 3,813 (344) 3,469

Totals 18,904 22,647 19,806
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Categories included in Proposed Budget

FIXED COSTS

* Recurring expenses that have been contracted including
payroll, office rent, software and licensing costs.

PLANNED VARIABLE COSTS
» Recurring expenses with fluctuating monthly charges
iIncluding:
©® Idemia badge printing, Vehicle Costs, State
chargebacks, Payment processing fees, Labor Counsel

DISCRETIONARY COSTS

« Uncommitted funds including Travel & Prof. Development,
Office & Admin Expenses, SEP Advertising.
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FY25 Fixed, Planned/Variable, Discretionary Costs Breakdown

($000's)

Fixed Costs Payroll 13,500
IT 3,500
Leases (Office/Vehicle/Equipment) 1,038
Other Fixed 15
Total Fixed 18,053

Planned/Variable Costs Badging System 1,100
Parking 38
Administrative Costs 230
Total Planned/Variable 1,368

Discretionary Spend 385

FY25 GAA 19,806
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FY25 Supplemental Request List of Priorities

« Unfunded Priorities ($4.3M)
» Public Awareness Campaign (including Social Consumption) (mandate) $1.5M
« EPCO Cohort #4 Technical Training (mandate) $250K
» Purchase/Implementation of new Licensing System $1.5M
* Funding for Research Center (mandate ) $500K
» Funding for hiring of 4 positions (on hold due to budget constraints) $400K
» Supplement I&E Testing/Analytics/Consulting/Training $150K
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Treasurer Recommendations

* Renegotiate the Boston Lease with DCAMM — Smaller Footprint
* Audit of Systems & Processes
* Explore Grant opportunities
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Questions?




Highlights from Licensing Data

2 applications awaiting first review

11 applications awaiting supplemental review

1 application for Provisional License consideration

3 licensees for Final License consideration

89,161 certified active patients




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

The totals below are number of approvals by stage.

Type #

Pre-Certified/Delivery Endorsed Microbusiness 202

Provisionally Approved 126

Provisional License 496

Final License 43

Commence Operations ! = + 20.9%
Total 1,566

* Note: This represents the
percent increase since
September 2023.

Provisionally approved means approved by the Commission but has not submitted license
fee payment yet — provisional license has not started




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

Pending Pre-Certified I_nitial Provisionally Provisional Final Commence
Application  Endorsement Llcgnse Approved License License Operation
Declined

Craft Marijuana Cooperative 2 N/A 0 0 4 0 0 6
Marijuana Courier License 12 N/A 0 0 10 2 10 34
Marijuana Courier Pre-Certification 15 101 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 116
Independent Testing Laboratory 1 N/A 0 2 2 0 16 21
Marijuana Cultivator 42 N/A 2 43 193 19 141 440
Marijuana Delivery Operator License 10 N/A 0 0 16 2 16 44
Marijuana Delivery Operator Pre-Certification 15 98 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A 113
Marijuana Microbusiness 6 N/A 0 4 12 0 7 29
Marijuana Product Manufacturer 32 N/A 1 43 135 16 119 346
Marijuana Research Facility 5 N/A 0 1 1 0 0 7
Marijuana Retailer 54 N/A 2 31 117 4 379 587
Marijuana Transporter with Other Existing ME License 5 N/A 0 2 4 0 4 15
Microbusiness Delivery Endorsement 1 3 0 0 0 0 2 6
Third Party Transporter 10 N/A 0 0 0 0 5 15
Standards Laboratory 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 210 202 5 126 494 43 699 1,779

C



géié:j‘ilnal Submission Date to First Review/Final License Over Time | September 12,

Number of Applications Average Time from
Year of Submission Submitted Each Year Original Submission to
First Review (days)

*Average Time from Provisional

Approval to Final License (days)

2018 241 76.53 271.12

2019 477.49

2020 285 20.12 519.01

2021 426 15.85 476.46

2022 250

2023 107

2024 (to date) 37 4.37 N/A (Insufficient Data)

Total 1,792 35.68 391.92

*Per the Chief of Investigations & Enforcement, General Applicants are typically inspected within 8-10 weeks from the time of request, and Expedited
Applicants (SEP, DBE, etc.) within 4-6. Please note these timeframes are unique and largely dependent on the licensees' readiness for inspection, ability to
provide requested documentation, and the availability of the assigned Investigator. For PFLI’s, the vast majority are conducted within one month of request
when all documents are provided.

@



Host Community Agreements Data | September 12, 2024

Overview Total SEP & EEA DBE

The total number of applications received since March 1, 2024,

containing an HCA 485 4 of
Number of Model HCAs received 107 8 12
Compliant Model HCAs 80 4 10
Number of Model HCA Waivers received 34 I 1

Compliant HCAs 164 13 10

58 Towns with Compliant HCAs

Abington, Adams, Athol, Bernardston, Blackstone, Bolton, Boston, Brimfield, Brookline, Charlton, Chicopee, Clinton, Colrain, Dartmouth, Eastham,
Fairhaven, Fall River, Fitchburg, Franklin, Gardner, Gloucester, Greenfield, Hadley, Hanson, Holliston, Holyoke, Hudson, Lee, Littleton, Lynn,
Mansfield, Marblehead, Marlborough, Mashpee, Mendon, Middleborough, Millbury, Monson, Montague, New Bedford, North Brookfield,
Northampton, Orange, Orleans, Palmer, Pittsfield, Plainfield, Plymouth, Quincy, Rockland, Salem, Springfield, Tewksbury, Tyngsborough, Ware,
Webster, Winchendon, Worcester.

*As of 9/9/2024



Host Community Agreements Data | September 12, 2024

HCA Review Status

Number of HCAs reviewed 440
Number of HCAs currently under review 39
Number of Host Community Agreement Determination Notices sent out 358

Extensions

Extension requests received 477
Extension requests that received conditional pre-approval 90
Extension requests granted 387
Average Number of Days Requested o7

\
((‘7 *As of 9/9/2024
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Staff Recommendations: Changes of Ownership

1. Greener Leaf, Inc.
2. KG Collective, LLC
3. Pioneer Valley Extracts, LLC




Staff Recommendations: Renewals

1.202 Trading Company, Inc. d/b/a Bud Barn (#MRR206928) 12.ELEVATION RETAIL LLC (#MRR206922)
2.Artis, LLC (#DOR5182965) 13.EOS-Bittersweet LLC (#MCR140702)
3.ATLANTIC FARMS, LLC (#MCR140748) 14.EOS-Bittersweet LLC (#MCR140710)
4.Atlas Marketplace & Delivery, LLC d/b/a Plymouth Armor Group 15.Erba C3 Dorchester LLC (#MRR206844)
(#MTR263114) 16.Evergreen Industries LLC (#MCR140776)
5.Bud's Goods & Provisions Corp. (#tMRR206830) 17.EVG FARMS LLC (#MRR206832)
6.Buudda Brothers LLC (#MRR206895) 18.Flower Power Growers Inc. (#MPR244169)
7.CATDOGG LLC (#MRR206837) 19.Flower Power Growers, Inc. (#MCR140731)

8.CATDOGG LLC (#MPR244166)
9.Comm Ave Canna, Inc. (#MRR206921)
10.DDM Sales, Inc. (#MRR206856)
11.Diem Lynn, LLC (#MRR206817)

( Z Meeting Materials Available at masscannabiscontrol.com/documents



Staff Recommendations: Renewals

20.G7 Lab LLC (#ILR267941) 32.NashMac LLC (#MRR206850)

21.Green Adventure LLC (#MRR206779) 33.New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MRR206957)
22.Green River Cannabis Company Inc (#MRR206968) 34.New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MRR206956)
23.Green Valley Analytics LLC (#1LR267939) 35.New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MPR244213)
24.1.N.S.A., Inc. (#tMRR206904) 36.New England Treatment Access, LLC. (#MCR140783)
25.Impressed LLC (#MPR244183) 37.Northeast Alternative Retail LLC fka Metro Harvest
26.JDM Sales, Inc. (#tMRR206866) (#*MRR206876)

27.Local Roots NE, Inc. (#tMRR206967) 38.0cean Breeze Cultivators LLC (#MPR244197)
28.Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. (MPR244146) 39.0cean Breeze Cultivators LLC (#MCR140753)
29.Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. (#MCR140707) 40.0lde World Remedies, Inc. (#MRR206854)
30.Mayflower Medicinals, Inc. (¥{MRR206911) 41.0N ROQT, LLC (#DOR5182972)

31.Morning Dew, LLC (#MBR169330) 42.0N ROQT, LLC (#MDR272578)

( Z Meeting Materials Available at masscannabiscontrol.com/documents



Staff Recommendations: Renewals

43.Primus LLC (#MRR206818) 52.Turnbuckle Consulting Inc. (#MRR206906)
44.Seven Leaf Sisters, Inc. (#MPR244193) 53.U4EA FARMS LLC (#MCR140737)
45.Seven Leaf Sisters, Inc. (#MRR206915) 54.UAEA FARMS LLC (#MPR244181)
46.Silver Therapeutics of Palmer, Inc. (#MRR206940) 55.Witch City Gardens LLC (#MRR206958)
47.Stone's Throw Cannabis LLC D/B/A Firebrand Cannabis 6. Zyp Run, Inc. (#MDR272574)

(#MRR206938) 57.New England Treatment Access, LLC (#RMD125)
48.Theory Wellness Inc (#MRR206931) 58.The Heirloom Collective, Inc (#RMD825)

49.Tigertown LLC (#MRR206865)
50.ToroVerde (Massachusetts), Inc. (#MRR206840)
51.Turnbuckle Consulting Inc. (#MCR140743)

( Z Meeting Materials Available at masscannabiscontrol.com/documents



Staff Recommendations: Provisional Licenses

1.Green Speed Delivery, Inc. (#MP282117), Product Manufacturer




Staff Recommendations: Final Licenses

1.Elevation Retail, LLC (#MR284765), Retailer
2.The Corner Emporium, LLC (#MR281408), Retailer
3.Verdant Reparative, Inc. (#MP282085), Product Manufacturer




Staff Recommendations: Responsible Vendor Training

1.Marijuana Handlers (#DCCN462290)




B\ Cannabis
Ly Sontrol
Commission

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

The CommiIsSIon IS IN recess
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Commission Discussion & Votes



Commission Discussion & Votes

1. Executive Director Search - Subcommittee Update
2. Tri-Annual Review of Executive Session Minutes
3. Approval of Executive Session Minutes

4. Provisional License Fee Timeline Extension Discussion




Executive Director Search Update — 372173 Applicants

MAY 8th thru JUNE 15th

MAY 22nd

MAY 23rd
MAY 24th to JUNE 15th

Number of Applicants as of Launch

Launched
2 Weeks into the “Accepting Applications” Phase
Will run another 3 % weeks

OML Compliance/Guidance Document Shared with Sub-
Committee

Voting Members of Sub-Committee Approved by Commission
Sub-Committee Convenes

Approximately 172 173

Screening of Applicants will most likely begin during this
timeframe.

Position Closes on June 16th




Executive Director Search Update — 372 173Applicants

JUNE 16th to JUNE 30th

JUNE 16th

JUNE 28th

Screening of Applicants Continues (Moved to June 28th)
Selection of Candidates to be Interviewed (Moved to July14th-31st)
Screening May Continue at the Commission’s Discretion for
Applications Received after the Deadline

Submission deadline — CLOSED TO APPLICANTS

SubCommittee had its first PM to discuss process of reviewing resumes,
roles and responsibilities, OML requirements, etc., as well as overall
process moving forward. Three members of the SubCommittee were
tasked with reviewing resumes to identify those who met the minimum
requirements for the role.

JULY 1 to JULY 15th

JULY 1st

Scheduling of 1st Round Interviews — Moved to August

SubCommittee members tasked with reviewing all resumes to
presented to the full committee. Of the 172 resumes/CVs were
reviewed approximately 60 were subject to additional review by the full
Committee. The 3-member team were further tasked with identifying
those applicants who far exceeded the requirements. That work was
completed and submitted to the full committee at its upcoming meeting
this month.




Executive Director Search Update

JULY 16th to JULY 31st

JULY 28th

Discretionary Review —4 2 Applicants
(Additional late applicant added for review. Candidate was not
recommended to move forward in the process.

Upcoming Meeting: SubCommittee will select those candidates to

participate in the virtual screens.

Subcommittee met; candidates for initial (virtual) screening have been
identified. The Sub-committee has recommended 15 candidates to
participate in the process.

The Subcommittee voted to review the application received after the
submission deadline.

AUGUST 1st to AUGUST 15th

AUGUST 12th, 14th, and 15th

AUGUST 16th to AUGUST 31st

Virtual screens will most likely begin. This process may take up to 3
weeks, dependent upon Candidates’ and Commission staffs’ schedules.

Virtual screens are slated to begin (next week), pending notification to
applicants not moving on in the process.

Scheduling of 1st Round Interviews (Moved from July)




Executive Director Search Update

SEPTEMBER 1 to SEPTEMBER 15th

SEPTEMBER 16th to SEPTEMBER 30th

First Round Interviews are Conducted (Moved from July)
Scheduling of 2nd Round Interviews

2nd Round Interviews are Conducted (Moved from August)
Scheduling of Final Round

OCTOBER 1st to OCTOBER 15th
OCTOBER 16th to OCTOBER 31ST (Moved from September)
ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMISSION’S SELECTION

OFFER MADE TO SELECTED CANDIDATE

Final Round of Interviews Before Commissioners
COMMISSION CHOOSES NEW ED
Ideally/Possibly at the 2nd October PM

AT THE DISCRETION OF THE COMMISSION




Commission Discussion & Votes

2. Tri-Annual Review of Executive Session Minutes
3. Approval of Executive Session Minutes

4. Provisional License Fee Timeline Extension Discussion
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Provisional Approval
Overview

Investigations & Enforcement Department

September 12, 2024
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Objective

 Toprovide an understanding of 935 CMR 500.103(1) and
035 CMR 500.103(1)(e) and its implications for marijuana
businesses.

 Tooutline key regulatory requirements and procedures to
ensure compliance related to provisional license approvals.



Pursuant to 935 CMR 500.103(1),

“On selection by the Commission, an
applicant shall submit the required license fee
and subsequently be issued a provisional
license to develop a Marijuana Establishment,
in the name of the entity. Such provisional
license shall be subject to reasonable
conditions specified by the Commission, if
any. 7

Pursuant to 935 CMR 500.103(1)(e),

“The applicable license fee shall be paid
within 90 days from the date the applicant was
approved for a provisional license by the
Commission. Failure to pay the applicable
license fee within the required time frame shall
result in the license approval expiring. If this
occurs, a new license application will need to
be completed pursuant to 935 CMR 500. 101
and will require Commission approval.”

Provisional License

Applicants must remit the required license fee to obtain their provisional
license before proceeding with the development of their marijuana
establishment. For example, the licensee must pay the required fee prior
to registering agents and initiating the build-out of their facilities.

If the license fee is not paid within 90 days of provisional approval, the
license approval will expire, and a new application must be submitted for
Commission review.

A bulletin was issued on July 30, 2024 providing notice that any
applicant that received a provisional license approval and did not pay the
applicable License fee within 90 days would receive a Notice of
Expiration of Provisional Approval.

As of August 5, 2024, the I & E Department (Licensing) has begun
sending Provisional Approval Expired notices, totaling 120 issued to
date.



PROVSIONAL APPROVAL APPLICATION TYPES

Of the 121 notices issued, the application types are detailed below.

Application Types #

EEA 8
SEP 12
Total 20

@



Provisional Approvals by Year

Of the 120 notices issued, the provisional approvals are broken down by year as follows:

Provisional Approval Year

2019 1
2020 15
2021 24
2022 46
2023 26
2024 8
Total 120




Potential Concerns with Extending
Expired Provisional Approvals

Given that 112 of the Provisional Approval Expired notices pertain to approvals prior to 2024,

some applicants may need to address changes to their business structure or update outdated

documentation. Areas requiring attention may include:
Ownership: Updates to ownership details may be necessary.

Location: If the facility’s location has changed, Community Outreach Meetings must be
conducted.

Certificate of Good Standing:
* Secretary of State
* Department of Revenue
* Department of Unemployment

Articles of Organization
Business Plans: Revisions to business plans may need to be submitted.

Bylaws or Operating Agreements: Ensure that bylaws or operating agreements are
current and accurately reflect the organization’s governance and operational procedures.

Local Zoning Compliance: Ensure ongoing compliance with local zoning regulations.




Potential Concerns with Extending Expired Provisional

Approvals (cont’d)

Proposed Timelines: Updated timelines for project completion
should be provided.

Positive Impact Plans and Diversity Plans: Updated plans to
reflect current strategies and commitments.

Bonds or Escrow Accounts: Ensure that any required bonds or
escrow accounts are maintained at an amount sufficient to cover
the costs associated with the dismantling and winding down of the
Marijuana Establishment (ME) or Marijuana Treatment Center
(MTC). This ensures financial readiness for closure or transition if
necessary.

Host Community Agreements (HCAs): Submit a compliant HCA
pursuant to Chapter 180.

Background Checks and Fingerprinting: Provisionally
approved applicants may need to undergo new background checks,

as required by 935 CMR 500.101(1)(b). These checks are valid for
only one year and will incur a fee of $475 per background check.

Operating Policies and Procedures: Ensure these are current and
reflect the latest operational practices.




Steps in the Application Process if Provisional Approval
expired are allowed to make payment

Coordination with JD Software to identify a process to change the °
current license status.

Applications would need to be unapproved and reopened in
MassCIP. ¢

Applications would be entered into a queue and reviewed by

classification type and date and time stamp. .

Currently there are two (2) applications waiting for initial review
and 11 waiting for a supplemental review.

Applicants would need to upload any updated documentation.

Applications would need to be deemed complete, meaning all
documentation that has been submitted and found to be in
compliance with the Commission’s regulations.

A municipal notice would need to be resent to the municipality. The
municipality has 60 days to respond.

Background check fees in the amount of $475.00 per background
check would need to be paid and conducted.

Fingerprinting would need to be conducted.

Cap limits would need to be verified
Staff would need time to review HCAs and new documentation.

Commission approval would be required once all third-party
documentation has been received and assessed for compliance.

Pursuant to 935 CMR 500.102(2), “The Commission shall grant or
deny a provisional license not later than 90 days following notification
to the applicant that all required packets are considered complete.”




Commission Discussion & Votes

5. Advocacy Organization Outreach Regarding License Ownership and

Control

6. Discussion to Schedule Independent Testing Labs Public Listening

Session
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Upcoming Meetings &
Adjournment



Upcoming Meetings and Important Dates

Next Meeting Date

October 10, 2024

Policy Public Meeting
10:00am
Hybrid

Public Meeting dates are tentative and subject to change

2024 Public Meetings*

November 14

December 12

Meeting Materials Available at masscanna

biscontro

l.co

m/documents
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Additional Licensing Data



Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

The totals below are all license applications received to date.

Pending 210
Withdrawn 1,438
Incomplete 8,260
Denied 5
Approved: Delivery Pre-certifications 209
Approved: Delivery Endorsements 5
Approved: Licenses 1,362
Total 11,489




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

The totals below are number of licenses approved by category.

4

Craft Marijuana Cooperative

Marijuana Courier 24
Marijuana Delivery Operator 34
Independent Testing Laboratory 20
Marijuana Cultivator 387
Marijuana Microbusiness 35
Marijuana Product Manufacturer 310
Marijuana Research Facility 2
Marijuana Retailer 531
Marijuana Third Party Transporter 5
Marijuana Transporter with Other Existing ME License 10
Total 1,362




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

Application Submitted: Awaiting Review 4
Application Reviewed: More Information Requested 214
Application Deemed Complete: Awaiting 3rd Party Responses 4
All Information Received: Awaiting Commission Consideration 1
Applications Considered by Commission (includes Delivery Pre-Cert) 1,581
Total 1,804

Application

. Applications i o
Applications Fggviewed Deemed All Information Applications

Submitted Complete Received Considered by

More Information o o
(Awaiting Staff Review) ( Requested from (Awaiting background (Awaiting Staff the Commission

Applicant) check or response to Recommendation)
municipal notice)




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

The totals below are applications that have submitted all four packets and are pending review.

Craft Marijuana Cooperative 2
Delivery-Only Provisional Licensure (Part 2) 12
Delivery-Only Pre-Certification (Part 1) 15
Independent Testing Laboratory 1
Marijuana Cultivator 42
Marijuana Delivery Operator Provisional License (Part 2) 10
Marijuana Delivery Operator Pre-Certification (Part 1) 15
Marijuana Microbusiness 6
Marijuana Product Manufacturer 32
Marijuana Research Facility 5
Marijuana Retailer 54
Marijuana Transporter with Other EXxisting ME License 5
Microbusiness Delivery Endorsement 1
Third Party Transporter 10
Total 210




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

Pending Pre-Certified I_nitial Provisionally Provisional Final Commence
o License . . : Total
Application  Endorsement . Approved License License Operation
Declined
Marijuana Cultivator (Indoor) 33 N/A 1 37 174 19 116 380
Marijuana Cultivator (Outdoor) 9 N/A 1 6 19 2

Total 42 N/A 2 43 193 21 141 442




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

Of 1,562 applications approved by the Commission, the following applications have Economic Empowerment Priority Review, Social Equity Program
Participant, and/or Disadvantaged Business Enterprise status. Please note, applicants June hold one or more statuses. Please note that the end total represents
the total number of applications/licenses at that step in the licensure process.

Economic Social Equity Disadvantaged Business Total
Empowerment Program Enterprise
Pre-Certified/Delivery 44 168 28 240
Endorsed Microbusiness
Provisionally Approved 54
Provisional License 212
Final License 1 8 5 14
Commence Operations 30 59 88 177
Total 120 331 246 697

+7.14% +5.75% +5.13%




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

The totals below are distinct license numbers that have submitted all required packets.

The 1,805 applications represent 1,030 separate entities

MTC Priority 259 Expedited: License Type 79

Economic Empowerment Priority 136 Expedited: Social Equity Participant 351
: : Expedited: Disadvantaged Business 192

Expedited Review 684 Enterprise

General Applicant 726 Expedited: Two or More Categories 62

Total 1,805 Total 684




Licensing Applications — EE Only | September 12, 2024

Pending

Application

Pre-Certified
Endorsement

Initial
License
Declined

Provisionally
Approved

Provisional
License

Final
License

Commence
Operation

Total

Craft Marijuana Cooperative 0 N/A 0 0 0

Marijuana Courier License 4 N/A 0 0 2

Marijuana Courier Pre-Certification 2 28 0 N/A N/A

Independent Testing Laboratory 0 N/A 0 0 0

Marijuana Cultivator 1 N/A 0 3

Marijuana Delivery Operator License 1 N/A 0 0 3

Marijuana Delivery Operator Pre-Certification 1 13 0 N/A N/A

Marijuana Product Manufacturer 0 N/A 0 4 2 1 2 9
Marijuana Research Facility 1 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 1
Marijuana Retailer 4 N/A 0 2 17 0 _I
Marijuana Transporter with Other Existing ME License 0 N/A 1 1 0 0 2
Microbusiness Delivery Endorsement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Third Party Transporter 1 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 1
Standards Laboratory 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 15 41 0 10 30 1 30 127

@




Licensing Applications — SEP Only | September 12, 2024

Pending Pre-Certified I_nitial Provisionally Provisional Final Commence
Application  Endorsement Llcgnse Approved License License Operation et
Declined

Craft Marijuana Cooperative 0 N/A 0 0 1
Marijuana Courier License 7 N/A 0 0 8
Marijuana Courier Pre-Certification 13 79 0 N/A N/A
Independent Testing Laboratory 0 N/A 0 0 0
Marijuana Cultivator 3 N/A 0 6
Marijuana Delivery Operator License 6 N/A 0 0 13
Marijuana Delivery Operator Pre-Certification 13 86 0 N/A N/A N.A N/A 99
Marijuana Product Manufacturer 4 N/A 0 8 14 1 8 35
Marijuana Research Facility 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
Marijuana Retailer 16 N/A 1 3 16 1 _I
Marijuana Transporter with Other Existing ME License 1 N/A 0 1 1 0 2 5
Microbusiness Delivery Endorsement 1 3 0 0 0 0 2 6
Third Party Transporter 1 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 1
Standards Laboratory 0 N/A 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 65 168 1 18 77 8 59 396

@



Cultivation Applications | September 12, 2024

Initial
License
Declined

Pending

Provisionally Provisional Final Commence

Approved License License Operation UoE

Application

Microbusiness w/ Tier 1 Cultivation (up to 5,000 sg. Ft.) 0 0 3 3 0

Cultivation Tier 1 (Up to 5,000 sqg. ft.) 13 0 3 44 2

Cultivation Tier 2 (5,001-10,000 sq. ft.) 6 0 7 56 6 64.6%
Cultivation Tier 3 (10,001-20,000 sq. ft.) 4 2 7 41 2

Cultivation Tier 4 (20,001-30,000 sq. ft.) 1 0 4 14 2 12 33

Cultivation Tier 5 (30,001-40,000 sq. ft.) 2 0 9 8 1 11 31

Cultivation Tier 6 (40,001-50,000 sq. ft.) 3 0 5 7 0 6 22

Cultivation Tier 7 (50,001-60,000 sq. ft.) 2 0 1 4 1 4 12

Cultivation Tier 8 (60,001-70,000 sq. ft.) 1 0 0 1 0 4

Cultivation Tier 9 (70,001-80,000 sq. ft.) 3 0 1 3 1 10

Cultivation Tier 10 (80,001-90,000 sq. ft.) 1 0 1 0 1 9 +11.5%
Cultivation Tier 11 (90,001-100,000 sqg. ft.) 6 0 5 15 0 34

Total 42 2 46 196 16 147 449

Total Maximum Canopy (Sq. Ft.) 1,595,000 40,000 1,700,000 4,755,000 440,000 4,025,000

* Note: percentage is of “Total” commence operations licenses

@



Non-Active Licenses By Stage | September 12, 2024

Provisional License Final License %oprzgiir;(;e
Craft Marijuana Cooperative 3 0 0 3
Marijuana Courier License 7 1 3 11
Independent Testing Laboratory 2 0 1 3
Marijuana Cultivator 110 3 14 127
Marijuana Delivery Operator License 12 0 2 14
Marijuana Microbusiness 8 0 1 9
Marijuana Product Manufacturer 73 4 11 88
Marijuana Research Facility 0 0 0 0
Marijuana Retailer 48 0 16 64
Marijuana Transporter with Other Existing ME License 0 0 0 0
Microbusiness Delivery Endorsement 0 0 0 0
Third Party Transporter 0 0 0 0
Standards Laboratory 0 0 0 0
Total 263 8 48 319




Marijuana Establishment Licenses | September 12, 2024

The totals below represent entities in each county that have achieved at least a provisional license

County # +/-
Barnstable 31 0
Berkshire 111 1 _
Franklin
Bristol 113 0 ) .
Dukes 7 0 B(—:'rkshir(-;-l,II| N . Suffolk
{41 . Hampshire "'-[ 'L Worcester | 73
Essex 81 0 i 76, :
Franklin 78 0 .lﬁ;-ml;;_d_en :
Hampden 150 0 150
Hampshire 76 0
Middlesex 168 0
Nantucket 6 0
Norfolk 46 1
Plymouth 128 0
Suffolk 73 0
Worcester 294 0 Nanéucket
Total 1,362 2

@



Marijuana Retailer Licenses | September 12, 2024

The totals below are the total number of retail licenses by county.

County # +/-
Barnstable 19 0
Berkshire 38 0
Bristol 53 0
Dukes 3 0
Essex 37 0
Franklin 20 0
Hampden 41 0
Hampshire 33 0
Middlesex 86 0
Nantucket 2 0
Norfolk 15 0
Plymouth 42 0
Suffolk 57 0
Worcester 85 0
Total 531 0

C
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Medical Marijuana Treatment Center Licenses (Dispensing)
September 12 2024

The totals below are the total number of MTC (Dispensing) licenses by county.

Barnstable 5
Berkshire 4 :
Franklin
Bristol 11 =
Dukes 1 Berkshirel."I L_"""j__________,____I | Suffolk
4 [ _ Hampshire |
Essex 11 s '
Franklin 1 lﬁér{g;den V ¢
Hampden 12 _
Hampshire 9 Bristol\ plymouth
Middlesex 27
Nantucket 2
Norfolk 8
Plymouth 14
Suffolk 9 )
Worcester 19 Nanécucket
Total 133

C



MMJ Licensing and Registration Data | September 12, 2024

The numbers below are a snapshot of the program for the month of July.

MTC Licenses # MMJ Program

Provisional 24 Certified Patients

Final 0 Certified Active Patients

Commence Operations d Active Caregivers

License Expired 61 Registered Certifying Physicians 331

Total 192 Registered Certifying Nurse 118
Practitioners
Registered Physician Assistants 1
Ounces Sold 99,018




Agent Applications | September 12, 2024

Demographics of Approved and Pending Marijuana Establishment Agents

Gender # %
Female 8,344 35.6%
Male 14729 | 629%
Declined to Answer 203 0.9%
Gender Defined by Applicant 138 0.6%

Total

23,414  100.0%

Gender of Approved and

0.6%

Proposed Agents
0.9%

m Female
m Male
m Declined to Answer

m Gender Defined by
Applicant




Agent Applications | September 12, 2024

Demographics of Approved and Pending Medical Marijuana Treatment Center Agents

Gender of Approved and

Gender # % Proposed MTC Agents
Female 2,433 36.3% 0.0%
Male 4216 | 632%
Declined to Answer 0 0.0% m Female
Gender Defined by Applicant 30 0.5% = Male
Total 7,013 100.0% e Declined o Answer

m Gender Defined by
Applicant




Agent Applications

Race/Ethnicity # %
Hispanic; Latino; Spanish 2,206 9.4%
Asian 480 2.1%
Black; African American 1,543 6.6%
White 15,359 65.6%
Middle Eastern; North African 61 0.3%
American Indian; Alaska Native 45 0.2%
Native Hawaiian; Other Pacific Islander 15 0.1%
Identified as Two or More Ethnicities 666 2.8%
Other Race or Ethnicity 195 0.9%
Declined to Answer 2,844 12.1%
Total 23,414 100.0%

C

September 12, 2024

Demographics of Approved and Pending Marijuana Establishment Agents

Race/Ethnicity of Approved and

Proposed
ME Agents

2.1%

m Hispanic; Latino; Spanish
Asian

m Black; African American

m White

Middle Eastern; North
African

m American Indian; Alaska
Native

m Native Hawaiian; Other
Pacific Islander

m |dentified as Two or More
Ethnicities

m Other Race or Ethnicity

m Declined to Answer



Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Statistics for Approved Licensees

Women-Owned Business

Veteran-Owned Business 25 1.5%
Minority-Owned Business 140

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 12 0.8%
Owned Business

Disability-Owned Business 2 0.1%
Identified as Two or MORE DBE 108

Business Types

Did not identify as a DBE Business 1,195

Total 1,576 100.0%

@

DBE Statistics Approved Licensees

1.5%

0.8%

0.1%
® \WWomen-Owned Business
m Veteran-Owned Business
m Minority-Owned Business

m [eshian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Owned Business

m Disability-Owned Business

m |dentified as Two or MORE
DBE Business Types

m Did not identify as a DBE
Business




Licensing Applications | September 12, 2024

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Statistics for Pending and Approved License Applications

Women-Owned Business

Veteran-Owned Business 27 1.5%
Minority-Owned Business 156

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 14 0.8%
Owned Business

Disability-Owned Business 4 0.2%
Identified as Two or MORE DBE Business 146

Types

Did not identify as a DBE Business 1,339

Total 1,786 100.0%

C

DBE Statistics for Pending &
Approved License Applications

1.5%

W/ 0.8%
(0]
8.7% 0.2%
m \Women-Owned Business

8.1% m Veteran-Owned Business
m Minority-Owned Business

m |_eshian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Owned Business
u Disability-Owned Business

m |[dentified as Two or MORE
DBE Business Types

m Did not identify as a DBE
Business




Adult Use Agent Applications | September 12, 2024

Total Agent Applications: 75,732 Of the 194 Total Pending:

* 194 Total Pending * 32 not yet reviewed
- 188 Pending Establishment Agents
- 6 Pending Laboratory Agents

* 3,785 Withdrawn

* 160 CCC requested more information
* 2 awaiting third party response

* 0 review complete; awaiting approval
* 2,839 Incomplete

* 5,705 Expired

* 43,548 Surrendered

* 6 Denied /2 Revoked
* 23,220 Active




Medical Use Agent Applications | September 12, 2024

The total number of MTC agent applications received by status.

MTC Agent Application

Pending MTC Agent Applications 22
Pending Laboratory Agent Applications 0
Incomplete 45
Revoked 13
Denied 31
Surrendered 20,030
Expired 3,208
Active 6,657
Total 30,006
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